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By MARSHA BROWN
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Nikki Grote was 10 years 
old when she fell in 
love with the American 
justice system. Oddly, her 

mother took her to a murder trial in 
the Parker County Courthouse. Mac 
Smith was the Parker County District 
Attorney at the time and was trying 
the case that involved a Palo Pinto 
County preacher who had been 
brutally murdered. 

Nikki sat spellbound as Mac 
Smith argued to the jury and valiantly 
fought to get justice for the dead 
preacher. 

“I remember one moment where 
someone set the preacher’s blood-
spattered shoes on the counsel table,” 
Nikki recalls. “I remember Mac talk-
ing about the preacher in a way that 
made you feel like you knew him, 
and in a way that made you want 
to stand up cheer after his closing 
argument. I guess it was then that my 
interest in the law began.” 

Originally, Nikki thought she 
would become a veterinarian like her 
father, the beloved Dr. Gary Grote. 
She knew early on she would be an 
Aggie, so it was a natural fit. 

“I knew from birth that I was 
going to Texas A&M University, and 
that I would be a third generation 
Aggie. It was in my blood,” she said. 
“I grew up in my dad’s vet clinic and 

everyone expected me to be a vet. I loved being at the clinic and around the 
animals, but I didn’t like the stress of seeing animals in pain. When I was very 
young, I would cry and ask Daddy to make the animal stop hurting. I remem-
ber one dog in particular. He had stuck his nose in some kind of metal fan and 
his injury was bad. I panicked and cried as I watched my Daddy calmy give 
the dog a shot and ease its pain. I knew in that moment that I could never be 
as calm as a vet needed to be and realized I did not have what it takes to be a 
good vet.”

Once she knew vet school was out of the picture, Nikki looked for some-
thing else that she enjoyed. She focused on school and, in particular, English. 
With Ann Saunders as her teacher for 3 years in a row, Nikki learned to be a 
good writer. She also enjoyed telling stories and decided she should have a 
career that allowed her to focus on that.

“I loved writing. I loved reading stories that made you think. I wanted to 
learn to tell stories in the same way. Stories inspired me. I even took photo-
graphs in an attempt to tell stories, but I loved words more than the camera,” 
she said. 

Nikki always stood out in school as an honor student, an athlete and 
a champion kickboxer. On her rodeo team, she also won the title of 
“Weatherford High School All-Around Cowgirl” in 1992, and was always in 
leadership roles throughout high school, including Senior class president. 

After graduating, Nikki left Weatherford and became the third generation 
of Grotes to attend Texas A&M. No surprise there. While a freshman at Texas 
A&M, Nikki rarely came home from college, but on one trip from College 
Station to Weatherford, she noticed the smoke billowing from the Branch 
Davidian Compound, signaling that the Mount Carmel siege had conclud-
ed. She was fascinated with the story and followed it in the news. She immedi-
ately became hooked on true crime. 

“After watching the Branch Davidian tragedy playout, I wanted to become 
an FBI agent.” The FBI favors candidates that have a law degree. “I wanted to 
be able to investigate and retell the story of who got hit by what bullet, use 
visual aids, and tell a jury ‘Here’s how we know who died first.’ I wanted to 
use pictures and recreations in order to ‘tell the story,’” she says with a smile. 
After that, Nikki read as many true crime and forensic books as she could get 

Nikki with her father, Gary Grote
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ahold of. Dr. Cyril Wecht and Ann Rule were her favor-
ite authors.

To College Station and Back
Nikki, however, did not end up joining the FBI. She 

started her family while in college and when her son 
was born, it was decided they would stay in Texas. “My 
husband at the time had grown up in Weatherford, 
too. Both of our families still lived here, and moving to 
Virginia to attend the FBI academy was simply not an 
option.” Nikki then looked for a career to pursue that 
would support her interest in true crime and allow her 
to write, read or tell stories. Like Mac Smith, who told 
the victim’s story in court so many years before, Nikki 
realized that she too wanted to tell the story of people 
who needed justice. She wanted to tell stories for 
people without a voice. She wanted to be a lawyer, and 
her ultimate goal was to be a prosecutor.

Nikki finished college, moved her family back to 
Weatherford and went on to get her law degree. Nikki 
went to law school in Fort Worth, graduating in 2001, 
at the top of her law school class. 

 
Getting Personal

“While I wanted to be a prosecutor, I initially 
went into personal injury law. I saw the job as help-
ing people—people who had been hurt or wronged in 
some way.” Nikki joined a talented group of attorneys 
in Fort Worth at Friedman, Young, Suder and Cooke. 
Shortly thereafter, her boss went out on his own and 
she went with him into the boutique world of practicing 
HMO liability law. There, she learned what it felt like to 
really help people.

“One of the first patients I helped was a man who 
needed a heart transplant after doctors found a virus 
in his heart. His insurance company refused to pay 
for the surgery, citing that when the man signed up 
for the medical insurance 20 years before, he failed to 
tell them that he had been struck by lightning. I was 
stumped. I said, ‘What does lightning have to do with 
this virus?’ It was then that I started to see the truth of 
this harsh world when my boss said, ‘Nothing. They just 
want to find a way to avoid paying for a heart transplant 
long enough for him to die.’” 

Nikki was infuriated and went to work for the 
patient immediately. In the end, she negotiated with 
the insurance company, and they finally agreed to pay 
for the heart transplant. Recalling the accomplishment, 
Nikki stated, “I am not sure I have ever met anyone 
more grateful to have attorneys on their side. I lost a lot 
of sleep over that man and his wife, and I can’t say that 
my own family did not suffer for it, but I knew that my 
job had purpose. I knew that someone had to stand up 
and fight for him. We didn’t get paid a dime, and that 
was our decision, but it was the right thing to do, and 
we did it.”

In one of her biggest personal injury cases, Nikki 
represented the Pybas family of Whitesboro, Texas, 
when the husband and father died because an HMO 

insurance company put profits before human life. Mr. 
Pybas was prematurely sent home from a skilled nursing 
facility after a nurse that worked for the HMO put finan-
cial pressure on Mr. Pybas’s doctor and refused to autho-
rize further payment for his stay in the facility. Evidence 
showed the nurse got financial bonuses when she denied 
patients’ medical care by denying coverage. Shortly after 
being sent home and being denied the required home 
health care services, Mr. Pybas died.

This personal injury case made Texas legal history as 
it was the first time a plaintiff won a victory under the 
Texas HMO Liability Act. Ultimately, the jury found that 
the HMO was unlawfully engaging in the practice of 
medicine and awarded a $13 million verdict. The Court of 
Appeals later decided that $10 million in punitive damag-
es was an excessive award by the jury, and the case was 
settled out of court. Nikki has never understood why the 
jury’s decision to financially punish the HMO insurance 
company was considered excessive, since the nurse and 
the HMO violated the law and caused a man’s death 
because of greed.

Nikki then worked at the personal injury firm of Hall 
and Heygood for the honorable Susan Heygood-McCoy, 
now Judge of the 153rd Judicial District of Texas in Tarrant 
County.

Continued on page 12



Sheriff Russ Authier, Gail Fowler, Judge Craig Towson, Nikki Grote, County Attorney John Forrest Jr.



777 Main Street, Suite 1800 • Fort Worth, Texas 76102 • 817.870.8700
120 Palo Pinto Street • Weatherford, Texas 76086 • 817.550.6294

True Representation
Straight Talk

Effective estate planning equals wealth preservation. Harris, Finley & Bogle estate planning at-
torneys start by working closely with clients to identify assets, preservation goals, and ultimate 
disposition objectives. We also create strategies to preserve client wealth and minimize the 
impact of estate and gift taxes. We prepare and utilize basic estate planning documents (wills 
and revocable trusts), as well as sophisticated estate planning vehicles when needed, including 
life insurance trusts, gifts, family limited partnerships, installment sales and other techniques. 
Harris Finley & Bogle business attorneys provide counsel to businesses and business owners. 
Business owners often have needs that overlap with estate planning and long –term succession 
objectives. Our lawyers have represented large and small business owners in matters involving 
formation, acquisition, sales, mergers and dissolution. Our probate attorneys also represent 
clients in the probate of wills and contested probate, trust and estate matters, including all 
aspects of guardianship law.

We’ve all heard the saying that “good 
fences make good neighbors.” A well-built 
fence provides peace of mind, and checking 
fences is a habit of those that raise livestock. 
While most fences are pretty simple, made 
of T-posts and barbed wire, the potential 
legal issues that can arise from fences are 
not always so simple. 

Texas is considered an “open range” 
state, meaning that livestock owners are 
not required to fence in their livestock to 
prevent them from roaming at large. That 
said, as you drive across this state, you’ll 
notice that you typically don’t have to 
weave around livestock on the road. This 
is because there are two exceptions to the 
“open range” rule in Texas: (1) certain coun-
ties may adopt local stock laws that modify 
the common-law rule of open range to 
closed range, and (2) if your property abuts 
a U.S. or state highway, your property is 
considered closed range. Livestock owners 
in closed range areas have a duty to prevent 
their livestock from running at large, usually 
by maintaining a fence to keep their live-
stock on their property.

If a cow is hit by a vehicle on a highway, 
the legal ramifications of the accident may 
change depending on whether the acci-
dent occurred in a closed range or open 
range area. For illustration purposes, Ole 
Jake (from Ace Reid’s Cowpokes) gets the 
dreaded call from a law enforcement officer 
at 12:01 a.m. that one of his cows was hit 
on the county road. The ear tag and brand 
clearly show that it was his cow. Thankfully, 
no one was injured; however, the vehicle 
was totaled and there are questions about 
who was at fault. The initial two questions 
will likely be: (1) was the road a U.S. or state 

highway, and (2) 
if not, had the 
county where 
the accident 
occurred adopt-
ed a local stock 
law making it a “closed range” county for cattle? 
In this example, Ole Jake catches an unusual 
lucky break, as the accident happened on a 
county road (not a U.S. or state highway), and 
his county has not passed a local stock law. This 
means that he had no legal duty to prevent it 
from running at large. In contrast, if Ole Jake’s 
cow was hit on Hwy 180 (a U.S. highway), he 
may be liable. The blanket “open range” protec-
tion is not afforded here, and potential liability 
will depend on the particular facts of the case. 
For example, is the neighbor always calling 
about Ole Jake’s cows being out on the road, or 
are the fences in poor condition? These sorts of 
facts, among others, may be important in deter-
mining Ole Jake’s liability.

As livestock owners, we don’t want our 
animals to escape and cross busy highways, 
but the grass is sometimes greener on the other 
side of the fence and animals get out. That said, 
understanding what sort of liability may exist if 
the worst-case scenario occurs is likely a helpful 
exercise to run through, just in case you get that 
call at 12:01 a.m.

Fence Law – Keeping Legal Issues on 
the Other Side of the Fence

By Kyle Weldon

Kyle Weldon is an associate in the litigation section of Harris, Finley & 
Bogle. His practice focuses primarily on civil and commercial litigation, 
with an emphasis on assisting clients with business, energy, and real 
property disputes.

Friendly Disclaimer: This article is for informational purposes only and is 
not intended to create an attorney-client relationship. I recommend that 
you consult a licensed attorney before relying on the information contained 
in this article.
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Continued from page 8

 
Wearing the White Hat

After her time in the personal 
injury world, Nikki went on to 
become a prosecutor, working for 
Parker County Attorney John Forrest 
and Parker County District Attorney 
Don Schnebly. As a prosecutor, 
Nikki spent her days cross-examining 
witnesses, using evidence to put the 
pieces of a story together and making 
persuasive arguments to juries. Nikki 
recalls, “As a prosecutor, one of the 
greatest things you can do is help a 
person get justice. No matter who 
that person is, or what justice means, 
it is an honor seeking it, and it is a 
victory when you find it. The tricky 
thing is, every case is different and 
sometimes justice does not have 
the same meaning to every person 
involved.”

Being a prosecutor allowed Nikki 
to tell the stories of those without a 
voice—some who were too young to 
speak, some who were too disabled 
to communicate and some who are 
no longer with us. 

In contrast, Nikki recalls that her 
role as a prosecutor helped other 
victims find their own voice. “It is an 
incredible process to walk a victim 
through the criminal justice system. 
From encouraging a victim to tell 
their story, to preparing them to testi-
fy on the witness stand, when you, as 
an attorney for the State, can help a 
victim find their voice, or find their 
own inner strength, it is incredibly 
rewarding. Seeing people rise from 
tragedy adds an amazing chapter to 
each person’s story.”

After 15 years working in Parker 
County, Nikki went to work in Tarrant 
County and, little did she know, the 
next chapter of her own life would be 
one for the books.

Tragedy Strikes Home
In 2013, Nikki’s mother, Eva 

Grote, died of brain cancer after 42 
years of marriage to Dr. Gary Grote. 
Less than two years later, a tragic 
boat wreck ended the veterinary 
career of Dr. Grote when he was 
paralyzed from the arm pits down. 

Nikki’s tenacity is hereditary

While on a guided fishing trip on the Texas coast, the driver of the fishing boat 
hit a sandbar and Dr. Grote was ejected and landed on the sandbar. Doctors 
saved Dr. Grote’s life, but he would never walk again and required 24-hour 
care due to breathing difficulties. The family sold Grote Veterinary Clinic in 
Weatherford that was started by her father in 1974. Nikki helped care for her 
father as he lived the rest of his life at home; he passed away on Christmas 
in 2017. The exact circumstances of Dr. Grote’s death were eventually ques-
tioned. Nevertheless, after an 11-month investigation, the case was closed. 

Of that tragedy Nikki states, “My father’s accident changed my life, but his 
optimism and his love made the tragedy bearable. In the two and a half years 
between the wreck and his death, I had time to accept that one day he would 
die. I spent as much time as I could with him, cherishing every moment. There 
were plenty of hard times after his wreck as the challenges of our ‘new normal’ 
set in, but his smile and hugs were my reward.”

Nikki went on to reveal, “Sadly, my father’s passing was not the end of the 
tragedy, and it will take many years for me to deal with that situation. There 
were questions about the exact cause of my father’s death and the events that 
occurred just prior to his last breath, and that is something I will never get 
over. Since I was not there at the time, I, too, am left with questions.” 

After the Weatherford Police Department closed their investigation into Dr. 
Grote’s death, Nikki unexpectedly found solace by spending more time in the 
metroplex. “It was difficult to run into people everyday that wanted to give 
their condolences about my dad when I was going through my own personal 
hell. I could only greet their sympathy with anger and frustration. That made 
everyday life in Weatherford difficult. I found that in the metroplex, I didn’t 
have to hide the truth and that made it slightly easier for me to deal with.” 
Nikki even began working as far away as Dallas, but after some time away, she 
was able to “come home.”

Continued on page 16
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The Honorable 
Susan Haygood 
with Nikki
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On Coming Home
After a court appearance at the Parker County 

District Courthouse this past summer, Nikki had 
to sign some paperwork while she was in town. “I 
was in the office of Eggleston King signing papers 
pertaining to my father’s estate,” Nikki said. “Jim 
Eggleston and I began talking and I told him how 
much I missed working in Parker County. Jim told 
me that the firm was expanding and that an entire 
litigation section of the firm had been added. 
They were looking for someone who knows their 
way around a courtroom, and I said, ‘You are 
looking at her.’” 

One thing led to another, and on July 1, Nikki 
joined Eggleston King, LLP. The firm’s founding 
partner Jim Eggleston couldn’t be happier.

“Nikki is a great addition to our firm,” 
Eggleston said. “With Nikki’s background of 
outstanding academic achievements, graduat-
ing at the top of her law school class, winning a 
$13 million dollar verdict against an HMO, and 
trying cases as a prosecutor in Parker County for 
15 years, we knew she brought a great amount 
of expertise and confidence, if not fearlessness, 
to our litigation team. She has the passion, work 
ethics and skill set we can build around.” 

Nikki is excited about the opportunity to 
return to a law practice that includes personal 
injury as well as complex business litigation.

“I have had quite a bit of first-hand experience 
in the area of catastrophic injuries and probate 
matters after the tragic accident and subsequent 
issues surrounding the death of my father,” she 
said. “Those kinds of circumstances are stressful, 
complicated and demand someone who can be 
empathetic while navigating the legal issues that 
seem overwhelming. 

“I know they have high standards for them-
selves and high expectations for me and I am 
excited about our mutual long-term plans for my 
practice and work in this community. I think my 
compassion for people and my interest and expe-
rience in tough litigation matters makes this a 
good fit for me and for Eggleston King.” 

Eggleston King offers legal services in business 
and civil litigation, commercial real estate and 
farm/ranch real estate transactions, municipal law, 
probate and estate planning matters, catastrophic 
personal injury cases, corporate transactions, 
business financing, appellate law, equine law, 
asset protection matters and public policy legal 
issues. 

“It feels great to come back after several years 
of working in the metroplex,” Nikki said.

Being once again in Parker County is bitter-
sweet but more manageable than when she first 
lost her dad. 

“At first, I had a hard time driving past his 

Nikki takes aim

office on Santa Fe,” she said. “Now, I find it comforting that his 
name is still on the vet practice.” It is also easier for her to greet 
people in town who want to talk about her father, and she is able 
to take great comfort in hearing the stories about how he cared for 
their animals. 

“I love that they haven’t forgotten him,” Nikki said. 
Nikki’s son, Tucker Morton, married two years ago and, as 

they say, she didn’t lose a son, she gained a daughter, Samantha 
Morton. “We call her ‘Samm,’” Nikki said. “Tucker works for 
Tarrant County in the IT department. I’m very proud of him. Samm 
is finishing respiratory therapy school and we can’t wait to see her 
succeed.” 

Nikki was presented with “The Mac Smith Outstanding 
Attorney Award” last May at the event “Who’s Gonna Fill Their 
Shoes.” Many judges she has worked with through the years were 
in attendance, along with family and friends. 

“I was very pleased that, this year, Nikki received the award 
that was named for me,” Smith said. “I’m glad that something I 
did years ago inspired this bright young woman to pursue a career 
in law. I’m humbled that something I did or said in a trial moved 
her to set a career goal.” 

When asked how she would like to be remembered, Nikki 
said, “If people do remember me, I hope it would be for being 
kind and helping others. Not monetarily, but in helping others 
in a way that puts a smile on their face. I actually prefer to do 

Continued from page 12



small acts of kindness when people 
don’t know it is me.” This is in stark 
contrast to the litigator in the court-
room who uses her voice in order to 
be remembered. “It is different in the 
courtroom,” Nikki says as she smiles, 
“You have to be memorable because 
when those jurors go back in that 
room, you want them to remember 
what you said, you want them to 
remember how they felt when you 
said it, and you want them to remem-
ber what it is that you are asking for.”

As for what she is doing now, 
Nikki is using the challenges and 
experiences of her life in the best 
way she can, channeling her passion 
and energy into helping others. For 
this she knows her father would be 
proud.
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LEGAL EAGLES

LEGAL EAGLES

Zach Pettigrew is a partner in M&P Law Offices, 
located on Interstate 20 just west of the Aledo exit. It’s 

one he is familiar with since he is an Aledo High School 
graduate. He began at Aledo schools in the 5th grade, 
and soon after his mother also became a Bearcat, teach-
ing elementary-age students and, later, special educa-
tion students—something Zach is very proud of. “Good 
special education teachers are angels sent from God, and 
I assure you God picked my mom for that assignment,” he 
said. 

After high school graduation, Zach applied to the 
University of Texas; however, instead of joining the Long-
horns, he received a call from a football coach from 
Henderson State University. Having no football scholar-
ships remaining, he was offered an academic scholar-
ship based on his test scores and academic success. He 
ultimately lettered four years and started three years as 
a defensive tackle at Henderson State University. Once 
he saw the school’s surroundings he was taken with the 
beauties of nature that were within a 10-minute drive 
of the campus. “I love to hunt and fish. It’s really pretty 
country. I could get up at 5 or 6 a.m. and go hunt and 
still make it to class,” he shared. After college, he attend-
ed Texas Wesleyan University School of Law and gradu-
ated in 2009 with his Juris Doctorate. “I’ve always wanted 
to go to law school. When I was little, I told my mom I 
was going to be a big-time lawyer,” he said. To practice, 
he knew he wanted to come back to Parker County and 
started working in the spring of 2010 with Mayo Mendo-
lia & Star, LLP. In 2016, he and Tim Mendolia, a Weather-
ford graduate, decided to start their own firm and opened 
M&P Law Office. 

Pettigrew describes himself as a general practice attor-
ney. “One day I may be in court representing a defendant 
in a criminal matter, the next day I may be in a custody 
hearing or hearing concerning child protective services 
(CPS). Later that week, I may be helping a new busi-
ness owner set up an LLC and talk through the strategy 
of corporate structure. Helping people navigate through 
some of the most difficult, sad, happy, frustrating, excit-
ing times is ultimately what I love most,” he explained. 
“The weight is heavy, but the feeling after helping a client 
and getting a hug or thank you is what keeps me coming 
back,” he continued. 

Community involvement is important to Pettigrew. 
He is a member of the Business Development Group of 
Aledo, the Springtown, East Parker County and Weather-
ford chambers, and the Parker County Bar Association. He 

Zach Pettigrew —
General Practice Attorney Who Loves Practicing His Craft 
in His Hometown

is also on the board of the Aledo Education Foundation 
and the Hurt and Fallen Foundation. 

His wife, Tricia, is a teacher in the Aledo ISD and the 
couple has two children. Although his wife was raised in 
the city, she soon grew to love Parker County. “My wife 
was raised in the Houston area, so she was skeptical of 
life outside the city. However, it didn’t take long for her to 
fall in love with life in Parker County. I mean, how could 
you NOT love what Parker County has to offer families? 
We have great schools, growing local businesses and a 
community that supports children and law enforcement,” 
stated Pettigrew. He enjoys practicing law and explained 
what he likes about the legal profession. “I think the abili-
ty to listen to clients, develop the ‘needs’ from the ‘wants’ 
and then give them realistic expectations based on my 
experiences in the Parker County courts,” he said.



6900 E. Interstate 20
Frontage Road S.

Aledo, Texas 76008

(817) 546-4100
Fax: (817) 546-4104

zp@mandplawyers.com
www.mandplawyers.com

 Superior Legal Counsel For All
Bankruptcy, Business, Civil Litigation, Criminal, Corporate, Elder, Estate 
Planning, Family, Guardianship, Juvenile, Landlord/Tenant, Malpractice, 

Personal Injury, Probate, Product Liability, and Real Estate.
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With over 25 years of experience as an attorney, 
Soraya Joslin was working remotely when we 

spoke. Her lease had just ended when COVID-19 hit, and 
she knew she wouldn’t be meeting with clients in-person, 
so she hasn’t leased any new space yet. She is so busy 
that not having an office space of her own isn’t her 
biggest concern at the moment. “I’m in the courtroom, 
on Zoom, phone calls are coming in and all of my clients 
have my personal cell phone number. It has been a roller 
coaster of a year for sure, but we still worked during 
this pandemic, and things didn’t completely shut down 
in Parker County like in some other counties. For jail 
inmates, I was the only outside person they saw for a year 
while the jails were closed to all outside visitors, includ-
ing family members.” 

According to Joslin, the practice of law is definitely 
challenging. The law constantly evolves; you have to 
stay current with new cases and with the new laws after 
every legislative session. There is not a day that goes by 
that she is not researching a legal issue. “Having my own 
practice allows me to have control over my own cases. I 
am blessed to have Jeanell Cox as my assistant, who has 
worked with me for many years. I think all of my clients 
love Jeanell.” 

Joslin grew up in Fort Worth and attended Trinity 
Valley School. She was a political science major at 
Vanderbilt University and later earned her law degree 
from SMU Deadman School of Law. Joslin learned some 
invaluable lessons when she worked for Jim Shaw, a 
well-known defense attorney. “Defendants are people, 
they have families, and there is so much more to them 
than their absolute worst day.” Joslin later worked as an 
assistant district attorney in Tarrant County where she 
tried many cases. She then started the Assault Family 
Violence Division in Parker County before becoming an 
assistant district attorney. “My decade as a prosecutor was 
a priceless experience. I loved representing the State of 
Texas because prosecutors are tasked with seeking justice, 
not just convictions. There is a comradery at a District 
Attorney’s Office that is unparalleled in other legal offices. 

“I often get asked at social events, ‘How can you 
represent guilty people?’ Do you see the problem in that 
statement? I have a pure passion for representing those 
accused of a crime. I do have to prove people inno-
cent, and many times they are innocent of what they are 
charged with, or they are over-prosecuted for the events 
that occurred. The government is a very powerful entity 
and nothing is more satisfying than succeeding in a court-

Soraya Joslin, P.C. —
Running on a Passion for People and Justice

appointed case, a case where someone is too poor to 
hire their own lawyer. Many of these people have been 
tossed aside and written off, and not just for their own life 
choices. Sometimes those accused of crimes are former 
victims of trauma themselves. They don’t have the life 
skills, or their own voice and life has hit them pretty hard. 
The stories I hear are heartbreaking. I enjoy talking to my 
clients and getting to know their stories, even if there is 
a wall of glass between us. I believe that every person 
has a story. Don’t get me wrong, true evil exists in this 
world and I have seen it over the years. There are images 
imprinted in my memory that may never leave me. But 
there is still a Constitution to defend and I know that 
every good criminal defense attorney has a true love of 
the Constitution and of protecting our personal freedoms.” 

She and her husband Jerrett Joslin, a private investi-
gator and security specialist, have two children. Joslin’s 
practice includes cases of criminal defense, guardianship 
and probate and estate planning, serving clients in Parker, 
Tarrant, Wise, Johnson, Palo Pinto, Denton and Hood 
counties.
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Estate Planning

Family Law

Criminal Law

Civil Law
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120  East Simmons Street      Suite 102      Weatherford      817-599-5588     allisonbedore.com

LEGAL EAGLES

Originally from Houston, Allison Bedore came to 
Parker County and had to put in the work to create 

and build her relationships with the residents, which ulti-
mately became her secret to success. “As someone who 
is not from Parker County, I had to work harder to make 
connections and create relationships with other attorneys 
and clients in order to build my practice. As my practice 
grew, I established a rapport with colleagues and clients 
through my actions in order to build my reputation and 
business,” she said.

Bedore attended Concordia University of Texas in 
Austin for her undergrad, then went to Texas Wesleyan 
University Law School, now Texas A&M Law School.

 Now, she gets to help people through what is possi-
bly the most difficult time in their lives, and in order to 
help them navigate through it, she knows that being as 
straightforward as possible with clients is the secret to 
success. “Accessibility and honesty,” she explained. “In 
my practice, I always try to be accessible to my clients, 
which has its limits, but I am a firm believer that if you 
retain me, you should not only deal with my staff, but be 
able to reach me with questions. I also believe in being 
honest with my clients, setting reasonable expectations on 
the probable outcomes of their cases.”

 Over the past year, the practice of law has seen some 
significant changes with courts closing and difficulty 
communicating with clients. “The courts had to do virtual 
hearings for a significant period of time. For my clients 
who are not savvy with technology, this made it difficult. 
The pandemic also stalled cases and made it harder to 
complete them in the same timeframe as before. I do 
believe Parker County is not as backlogged as other coun-
ties due to the Judges making sure that our courts were 
not shut down for too long to avoid cases going into an 
unknown purgatory,” Bedore said.

For Bedore, ensuring her clients understand what is 
happening with their case is one of the most important 
aspects of her job. “Unfortunately, the court system does 
not always have a just ending. For this reason, I make 
sure to guide my client, fully educating them on the law 
and potential results of their cases. Sometimes that means 
encouraging them to weigh all of their options, which 
include attempting to resolve their case outside of the 
courtroom,” she said.

In general practice, Bedore explains that she doesn’t 
specialize in one area, but works with several. “I handle 
criminal, civil and family law,” she said.

When asked what the best advice she could give to 
her clients was, she said, “Never go into litigation solely 

Allison Bedore —
Honesty is the Best Policy

for the principle of the matter; this will never lead to the 
result you believe to be justice, but instead will just cost 
you money. Sometimes you need to allow a cooling peri-
od before filing. It can seem like the right answer when in 
the midst of anger, but when weighed logically, it is not 
the best way to resolve the issue.”
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121 N Main St, Weatherford, TX  |  817.382.4254  |  herrethlaw.com

FORMER PROSECUTER 

DEFENDING THE RIGHTS 

OF THOSE CHARGED 

WITH CRIMES

ANDREW HERRETH- CRIMINAL DEFENSE

LEGAL EAGLES

It’s a universal truth that bad things happen to good 
people. Sometimes people find themselves in rough 

situations they never thought they’d be in, facing some 
frightening consequences or outcomes.

That’s where Andrew Herreth comes in. A top Parker 
County criminal defense attorney, Herreth originally 
hails from Missouri City, Texas. He attended Texas A&M 
University, earning his Bachelor of Science in 2004. 
He then went to Massachusetts, attending Western 
New England University and earning his Doctorate of 
Jurisprudence in 2008. 

 He returned to Texas and was drawn to the charm 
of Parker County. “I found this great little town called 
Weatherford that I had no real experience with, ever, 
growing up. And I loved the way the courthouse looked 
downtown; the downtown square, I think, is really beauti-
ful … It’s a fast-growing county, but it’s still a very tight-
knit community, which really appealed to me,” he said.

 He opened his firm in Parker County six years ago 
and his desire to help others in a very confusing and 
frightening time is the central focus in his business.

“We do help people. We represent a lot of people 
who are charged with some very serious crimes. Probably 
the most stressful situation in their life,” Herreth said. 
“We’re touching base with our clients frequently; we’re 
working with them on payments if they need help with 
that. There’re just workflows for every instance in a case 
that we’ve developed that makes the process as smooth 
as possible for these people that are going through some-
thing that, hopefully, they have never gone through before 
and they will never go through again.”

Of course, with the surreal COVID-ravaged world we 
were in last year, the nature of how law is practiced has 
changed significantly.

“There was a backlog even before the pandemic shut 
everything down. You can’t try all of the cases as people 
are getting arrested,” Herreth explained. “So there was 
about a year or maybe eighteen-month delay from arrest 
to actual going to trial. That’s really not that long, and that 
would vary court to court. There are some courts that, of 
course, are still completely shut down, that are not bring-
ing anybody into court. And for our more serious cases, 
those individuals are, for the most part, just sitting in jail 
awaiting a trial. So that has, I think, pretty big constitu-
tional ramifications whenever you wholly shut down a 
legal system.”

 Due to the pandemic shutting down the courts, 
Herreth’s business has, like so many others, had to 
change. “… I love to be in court. I don’t like to be in my 
office for too long—you’re sitting behind a computer for 

Andrew Herreth — 
Running On A Desire To Help Others

too long. And so that was really difficult because there 
was just no court to go to, or any court that we did have 
was over Zoom, and I know a lot of attorneys really strug-
gled this past year—financially; they struggled emotion-
ally, mentally, so it really was kind of a huge transition 
that nobody was really prepared for. 

“I think that our job, and some of the other attorneys 
that I office with, tried to do our best to reach out to 
people, to have get-togethers, just still try to do everything 
we could to go to the jails, meet with our clients, and so 
we were still trying to do some work, or be as effective as 
we [could]. But, yeah, it’s a huge challenge.”

 What’s Herreth’s best advice to people?
“Don’t break the law, first and foremost,” he said. 

“And be as open and as honest and up front with your 
attorney as possible. The more that your attorney knows 
about what happened, or what you were feeling, or 
maybe what you had to drink or what you had used or 
whatever, the more they can prepare for that when it 
comes up with a prosecutor, or a trial, or with an inves-
tigator, anything like that … We are not the enemy. We 
are trying to do what is best for our clients, and what our 
clients want. That is probably more true in the criminal 
defense context than in any other type of law.”

His office is located at 207 Canyon Court in Willow 
Park and he can be reached at 817-382-4254.
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David W. Wynne is an attorney who grew up in Fort 
Worth, but he is familiar with all things East Parker 

County, as his sons graduated high school in Aledo. 
He describes himself as living and working in Parker 
and Tarrant counties for most of his life, and he said, “I 
wouldn’t want it any other way.”

Wynne received his undergraduate degree in Business 
Management from LeTourneau University in Longview 
and attended law school in Fort Worth at Texas Wesleyan 
University. He is a partner with O’Neil Wysocki, Family 
Law with offices in Dallas and Fort Worth. 

Wynne is a litigator and said hard work and court-
room experience are his secrets to success. “Over the 
years, practicing family law has honed my litigator skills 
and I am a force to be reckoned with on behalf of my 
clients, some of whom are not skilled at fighting for their 
own cause. Some attorneys prefer to ‘work things out,’ 
whereas I am ready to fight for my clients and provide 
them representation when other attorneys may not. In 
fact, this is what led me to join O’Neil Wysocki. They 
have the same mindset of fighting the fight for those who 
need it. It is comforting that I am among others who will 
have my back and my clients’ backs in any scenario,” he 
explained. 

He specializes in family law, and he said, “Within 
that discipline, I seem to gravitate mainly to contentious 
custody battles, or maybe those types of cases gravitate 
to me due to my reputation in the courtroom. I think that 
is the real heart of a family and are certainly the most 
emotional portions of any family law case,” said Wynne. 

Highlighting his decades of experience in Parker and 
Tarrant counties, Wynne explains his success by the 
following: “I am amicable and well-liked by the judges, 
other courthouse staff and other attorneys.” However, he 
still stands beside his clients to make sure they get the 
justice they deserve. He explained: “I am tough and not 
afraid to back down from a worthy fight, but know how to 
put my clients’ issues aside to work with my colleagues to 
get the best outcome for my client.” 

Concerning cases and clients, everyone’s story is 
unique. However, Wynne has some good advice for 
clients across the board. “The best advice I give my 
clients is to document everything, keep great records and 
hire me to protect your rights and your children’s rights,” 
said Wynne. He further elaborated, “By knowing the 
ins and outs of the court system, I am sure to be a good 
storyteller for my clients. They have a need and want to 
be heard about the travesties of their particular situation, 
but rarely understand how to tell their own story in a 
clear and concise manner for the court to make a judge-

O’Neil Wysocki’s David Wynne — 
Putting the Family First In Family Law

ment and decision about their future lives.” 
Although he oftentimes gets to know his clients during 

difficult life moments, Wynne still loves what he does. “I 
love being able to make a real difference in the every-
day lives of my clients. Family law permeates every part 
of the lives of our clients. It touches on their home life, 
their financial life, their business life, and at times the 
private life the other spouse may not have been aware of. 
We assist with transferring real estate, transferring retire-
ment monies, business buyouts and anything else you 
can imagine which exists within a family. Over the years, 
I have had to learn and continue to learn about different 
and new things. For example, the emergence of the digi-
tal age and social media have changed how we discover 
evidence and I have had to adapt to the changing world. 
Family law requires that I know a little bit about other 
aspects of law, and I may have to collaborate with other 
non-family law peers to get to the heart of the matter to 
assist my client’s needs,” he concluded.
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Ed Huddleston grew up in the country outside of 
Brownwood  in a small community called Salt Creek, 

where he jokes “the largest population was the cemetery.” 
After attending the local Early High School, he graduated 
with honors from Howard Payne University before pursu-
ing a master’s degree at Texas Tech University, eventually 
graduating from Tech with a major in mathematics, a 
minor in chemistry and a minor in administration. It was 
also here that he obtained his Doctor of Jurisprudence 
with honors. 

Ed has spent the entirety of his four-decade legal 
career with Law, Snakard & Gambill, beginning work 
there in 1979 while still in law school. For the past 
20-odd years, he’s served as the firm’s president. 

Ed is known for his forthrightness and sense of 
humor, apparent in his answer to the question of what 
makes him such a success: “Pure, unadulterated luck!” 
he said. He also takes an enthusiastic approach to his 
career. “Practicing law is fun,” he says. “You get to meet 
people… I’ve been blessed to do major litigation over the 
years and all over the United Sates. There are just some 
really interesting people and interesting things.” 

What sets him apart as a lawyer, he said, is not his 
phenomenal success but the fact that he doesn’t act like 
a lawyer at all. “Every time I try a lawsuit,” he explains, 
“I interview the jury, and invariably, the jurors say, ‘You 
didn’t act like a lawyer. You were way too nice!’” 

Though he has handled death and family cases before, 
these days he mostly specializes in business litigation, 
real estate, accounting, legal and engineering malprac-
tice, corporate, banking and partnership matters. Ed has 
said that he doesn’t care for the bitterness that comes out 
of a nasty divorce case. 

As for how the COVID-19 pandemic has affected his 
firm and his profession in general, Ed says, “The cases 
that I deal with are traditionally really slow anyway, but 
the pandemic… it slowed everything down.” Not only 
that, but the overnight switch to online business proved 
a personal challenge for him. “I hate Zoom with a 
passion,” he says. “You can’t see the people around you. 
I can’t read facial expressions. It’s just really difficult. And 
besides that, I’m even more ugly on a computer than I am 
in person—so that makes it a lot worse!” Ed’s humble atti-
tude aside, he’s figured out a way to feel more comfort-
able on camera. “What I’ve learned to do is get my nose 
right against the camera, so all they see is my nostrils. 
That helps!” 

Ed’s approach to the law is pretty straightforward. “You 
know, as a lawyer, you can’t change the law and you 
can’t change the facts. You just try to weave the law and 

Ed Huddleston, Law, Snakard & Gambill, P.C. —
American Litigator

the facts together into a just result. It’s been my experi-
ence that, for the most part, the litigation system produces 
a right and just result.”  

The best advice Ed gives to potential clients is also 
quite straightforward. “Work it out,” he says, adding, 
“Lawyers are expensive! But seriously, there are going to 
be times when you cannot work it out with someone.” 
And in those times, Ed is ready to fight for the best possi-
ble outcome for his clients.  

When asked about his most interesting case, Ed admits 
that it’s likely his Chris Kyle litigation in Minnesota. Kyle, 
a United States Navy SEAL sniper who served four tours 
in the Iraq War and who was awarded several commen-
dations for heroism and meritorious service in combat, 
was killed by a veteran he took to an Erath County shoot-
ing range to try and help him with his post-traumatic 
stress disorder. Kyle’s widow and his estate were sued by 
Minnesota Governor Jesse Ventura for defamation based 
on statements Kyle published in his autobiography. 

“I was hired about two weeks before the case was to 
go to trial,” Ed says. “Because of the shortness of time, 
I was unable to appear at trial. As I feared, the trial was 
less than satisfactory. Gov. Jesse Ventura won a substantial 
verdict. We appealed and took the case to the United 
States Supreme Court. We won on all issues, except one, 
which was remanded to the Federal District Court in 
Minneapolis for trial. Taya (Kyle’s wife) refused to autho-
rize an insurance payment and we ultimately won on all 
issues. Taya Kyle is a woman of uncommon principle and 
courage.”

Finally, we asked Ed about his favorite lawyer joke. 
True to his good humor, Ed delivered: “You know what’s 
black and tan and looks good on a lawyer? A Doberman.”
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For some people, their path in life is straight and 
narrow. They know exactly what they want to do 

straight out of high school and set out to achieve it. For 
others, that path is a little more adventurous, as was the 
case with lawyer Eddie McClendon.

 A lifelong Parker County resident, McClendon grew 
up in Whitt and attended Perrin High School, graduating 
in 1995. He met his wife in 1996, and the young couple 
made their home near Mineral Wells and Palo Pinto.

 “I took various jobs. I worked at the plastic pipe plant 
here, so I’ve done factory work, and there was a couple-
of-years hiatus that I drove trucks. I was doing regional 
flat-bedding out of Mineral Wells here,” said McClendon.

McClendon was working as the general manager for 
an organic loam garden distributor and was often making 
long drives to San Antonio or Austin to make deliveries. 
“And I was coming back, and thinking about where I was, 
my station in life. I was 29 years old. Just thinking about 
where I was at and what I wanted to do for the rest of 
my life. I’d always had this idea of going to law school 
and entering the legal profession, although I didn’t really 
know what it was all about. It just seemed like an honor-
able profession to be in to me. So I’m driving along, you 
know how it is when you drive, and I thought, ‘Well, I 
don’t want to be the guy that says I almost...’”

That was mid-summer; by August, McClendon had 
enrolled at Texas Wesleyan University in Fort Worth.

He graduated summa cum laude in 2010, earning his 
Bachelor of Science in Political Science.

“I did really well and I’m proud of that accomplish-
ment, because in high school I wasn’t a guy that was 
destined to go to college. Wasn’t going to happen for me. 
My people didn’t do that. My dad was an auto mechanic, 
and my mom was a stay-at-home mom,” McClendon 
explained.

 After earning his degree, McClendon attended Texas 
Wesleyan School of Law. Because law students are only 
allowed to work 20 hours a week if they are going to 
school full-time, he worked as a substitute teacher at the 
now-closed prison at Fort Wolters. “So that’s what I did 
while I went to law school, and I graduated in 2013, and 
I sat for the bar, passed the bar and started a law prac-
tice.”

McClendon credits having excellent mentors as the 
secret to his success. One of his prior employers was a 
veteran who taught him about honesty and dedication to 
one’s job; another of his mentors was McClendon’s uncle, 
who ascended to the top of his department at Lockheed. 
“He didn’t have a high school diploma. He was a hard 
worker. You learn the value of working hard. Nothing 

Eddie McClendon —
A Multi-Faceted Litigator With a Heart For the Little Guy

comes for free. You won’t find me closing the office at 
noon on Friday or something. Maybe before a holiday, we 
might leave a couple of hours early, but, a lot of law prac-
tices, they don’t work on Friday afternoon,” McClendon 
said.

 Now, McClendon is able to help people with a vari-
ety of needs. He works in family law, criminal law and 
estate planning. “I’m what you’d term a general practitio-
ner,” he said. “I’ll do a lot of different things, and some 
legal issues I won’t handle, because I don’t have the 
expertise, right? But I get people to the right folks.”

McClendon says that what he loves most about his 
occupation is that he has the ability to help people 
and has some good advice to help keep them out of 
trouble. “You have people that are, generally, probably 
pretty decent folks that are struggling with issues that are 
emotional, and they sometimes don’t act the best that 
they could, right? Because of the emotional struggle that’s 
going on. I just tell them sometimes, ‘Think about what 
you’re doing and don’t do anything your kids are going to 
be embarrassed about.’ That’s advice I got from my wife’s 
uncle. We’re sitting around a campfire one night, because 
we like to RV, and he’s 80-something years old, and he 
tells me, ‘You know, Eddie, one thing I can say is that I 
never did anything that my kids are going to be embar-
rassed about.’ I thought, ‘Man, that’s great advice to give 
people.’”

His office is located at 405 W. Hubbard Street, 
Mineral Wells, Texas.
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As a lawyer, Jason Stephens embodies the 
phrase “quality over quantity.” He admits 

that he can be picky with his clientele, limiting 
his practice to select cases so that he can “fully 
immerse himself in his clients’ situations.” He 
prides himself on being an advocate for individ-
uals and families involved in serious personal 
injury and wrongful death cases. More than 
that, there is no part of his job that gives Jason 
more satisfaction than helping his clients piece 
things back together after tragedy strikes. 

Empathy is paramount to Jason’s approach 
to law. He has more than two decades of expe-
rience and a long and proven track record 
of success, with his advocacy resulting in a 
number of changes to safety policy to better 
protect our children and communities. 

As a further show of success, Jason is AV 
rated by Martindale-Hubble—their highest 
rating—and has been recognized as a Top 100 
Trial Lawyer by the National Trial Lawyers 
Association every year for the past 10 years. 
Per Thomas Reuters, he has been a Texas Super 
Lawyer every year since 2004. 

Jason’s personalized attention begins with 
the joint decision with clients that he is the 
best advocate for their case. He then directs 
that attention to getting answers for his clients, 
doing his utmost to move them towards healing 
and justice. Jason always seeks to maximize his 
clients’ financial compensation to assist them on 
their road to recovery.  

Clients past and present can testify to Jason’s 
caring and relentless work on their behalf. Over 
and over he has been called a “difference-
maker.”

His main office is located at 1300 South 
University Drive, Suite 406 in Fort Worth. He 
offers consultations at his Weatherford office by 
appointment only. For appointments or more 
information, call 817-420-7000 or visit his 
website, stephenslaw.com.

Jason Stephens —
Stephens Law Firm, PLLC
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204 West Central Avenue  |  Fort Worth, TX  |   817.625.5582

LAW OFFICE OF JIM LANE
PRACTICE AREAS

CRIMINAL DEFENSE REPRESENTATION • MILITARY COURT MARTIAL DEFENSE 
PERSONAL INJURY REPRESENTATION • AVIATION PILOT FAA ENFORCEMENT ACTIONS

LEGAL EAGLES

The Vietnam War is over, but not in the minds of some 
of the brave soldiers who were across the world fight-

ing in it. For them, memories and scars remain in both 
visible and imperceptible ways. PTSD is a harrowing, 
viciously isolating condition that has forever changed 
the lives of people, and lawyer Jim Lane has a unique 
perspective and ability to offer compassion to those who 
might have gotten themselves into trouble due to their 
experiences and trauma. 

Practicing law in Parker County for three decades, 
Lane graduated law school and soon afterwards joined 
the Army during the Vietnam Era. The experiences of 
those who were there during that terrible time have reso-
nated deeply with him, and it’s an important personal 
mission for him to stand up for those who have stood up 
for their country. 

The great-grandson of an old West Texas judge, Jacob 
Lawhorn Alford, Lane was inspired by his heritage to 
pursue a law career. His experience in the military, mostly 
defending GIs who found themselves at odds with the 
military justice system, remains foremost in his approach 
to law. “There should be a special place in our hearts 
for people who get up every morning to save your life or 
mine,” he said. 

Among Lane’s first clients were soldiers accused of 
murder in the infamous My Lai Massacre of 1968. “When 
I got out, I had a chip on my shoulder,” Lane explains. 
“When I got out of the Army, I met a cop down in the 
Stockyards named Leonard Schilling and he wanted me to 
represent some cops. So I did.” 

The rest, as they say, is history, as Lane began to estab-
lish a career defending law enforcement officers, firefight-
ers and veterans. 

When asked about a memorable case, Lane didn’t 
hesitate to say, “Benny Collier. He was a World War I 
veteran. He was in jail for shooting his nephew.” 

At 104 years old, Collier had refused to speak with 
any number of lawyers who had gone to the jail to see 
him, simply because they were not veterans. Then the 
VFW called Lane and asked if he had heard about Collier. 
Lane said that he had and ended up heading to the jail to 
speak to Collier. 

“He was on a walker and came into the little room, 
didn’t sit down, just looked at me and said, ‘Who are 
you?’ I said, ‘Well, my name is Jim Lane.’ ‘Are you a 
veteran?’ I said, ‘Yes, sir.’ ‘Did you go overseas?’ I said, 
‘Yes, sir.’ ‘Where’d you go?’ I said, ‘Well, I was an army 
lawyer, and I went to Vietnam in 1970.’ [Collier] said, 
‘Well, I’m gonna talk to you.’” 

The two men developed a captivating friendship. At 
104 years old, Collier was able to tell Lane about some 
of his life experiences. As a child, Collier’s father drove 
his family in a wagon to Fort Sill, Oklahoma, prior to 

Jim Lane —
Champion of the Champions

Oklahoma’s statehood. Living on the post, Collier met 
Geronimo and Quanah Parker. 

“He said, ‘You know something, Jim … I’ve seen 
everything.’ He said, ‘When I was in the army, we would 
capture those Germans. They stayed in these great 
barracks, and we would march ‘em down to the mess 
hall, and they would eat these great meals, then we 
would march them back … and then us black soldiers 
would go down there and eat with those Germans, 
hadn’t eaten and had to eat out the back door. But you 
know something? Since then, Jimmy,’ — he said it in this 
order, it was kind of interesting — he said, ‘I can go to 
any picture show … in Fort Worth that I want to and sit 
anywhere I want to. I can go into any restaurant and eat, 
any restaurant I want to. I’ve ridden on an airplane, and 
I saw the Berlin Wall fall down … and I saw a man walk 
on the moon … that’s a lot for a little boy that rode from 
here to Oklahoma on a wagon.’”  

Lane said the only thing Collier was worried about 
is that he had never missed riding in the Armistice Day 
Parade, now the Veteran’s Day Parade. “He kept saying, 
‘Jim, at my age, I probably won’t get to live much longer.’ 
He said, ‘But if I live long enough, I want to ride in the 
Armistice Day Parade, but I would never dishonor the flag 
or the men and women if I’m still under a charge of … 
aggravated assault.’” 

 Lane tried Collier’s case in front of the grand jury. He 
showed all the evidence, and the jury ultimately no-billed 
him. 

“They sent a note out that said, ‘The only thing we 
want Benny to do is to go to remedial shooting school.’ 
Because … he had a six-shot revolver, and he hit him five 
times, but he missed him once.” 

 Lane went to watch Collier as the Grand Marshal of 
the Armistice Day Parade. Mr. Collier passed away about 
a week later.



204 West Central Avenue  |  Fort Worth, TX  |   817.625.5582

LAW OFFICE OF JIM LANE
PRACTICE AREAS

CRIMINAL DEFENSE REPRESENTATION • MILITARY COURT MARTIAL DEFENSE 
PERSONAL INJURY REPRESENTATION • AVIATION PILOT FAA ENFORCEMENT ACTIONS



90

S
E

P
TE

M
B

E
R

 2
02

1 
 P

A
R

K
E

R
 C

O
U

N
T

Y
 T

O
D

A
Y

LEGAL EAGLES

LEGAL EAGLES

In the field of law, many lawyers rarely see the inside of a 
courtroom. Not so for Weatherford native Mac Smith. “I 
am a trial lawyer. My experience began by picking juries 
and trying cases. That came after building my case from 
its beginning,” he said. “You’ve got two types of lawyers 
in this world,” Smith said. “You’ve got settling lawyers 
and you have trial lawyers … I’m comfortable in front of 
a jury … I think the system works better when we have 
participation … that involves putting certain cases in front 
of a jury and letting citizens make decisions based on 
what the facts are.” 

 Smith graduated from Texas Tech with a Bachelor’s 
of Business Administration in Finance, but found his true 
love in the law. He earned his law degree from Texas 
Tech as well. He said he decided on a legal career during 
his senior year in college, saying a “blind hog found an 
acorn.” Smith said he most enjoys the litigation part of 
his profession. “Especially trying jury cases; adversarial 
competition, handling interesting, challenging cases; 
working with expert witnesses; planning, strategizing, 
executing a game plan; teamwork. I collaborate with an 
excellent staff and outstanding attorneys,” he said. 

He points to his ability to listen carefully, make good 
decisions and use good, solid judgment. “I love what I do 
and like helping my clients obtain good results,” he said 
simply. He has served the citizens in a variety of ways 
including as district attorney for three terms. Currently, he 
is serving as the Board Chair of the Weatherford College 
Board of Trustees. He is a member of the State Bar of 
Texas and the American Bar Association and was named 
one of the Best Attorneys of America by BL Rankings, and 
as one of the 10 Best Criminal Law Attorneys for Client 
Satisfaction by the American Institute of Criminal Law 
Attorneys. He is an annual entry in this list of top attor-
neys in Parker County. Smith didn’t specialize or train in 
a specific area of law. He said his work as DA provided 
that. “My years as district attorney gave me condensed 
training and experience, readily usable in private prac-
tice,” he said. 

Smith is now in private practice as Senior Counsel 
with Harris, Finley, Bogle Law in its Weatherford office. 
In his private practice he has a reputation for excellence 
in handling complicated, high-profile criminal and civil 
cases and his dedication to fighting for the rights of his 
clients. “Preparation, hard work and effectively presenting 
the facts to juries and judges,” is how Smith has learned 
to handle his cases. Smith said working for HFB Law 
offers several advantages as opposed to practicing solo. 
He said working with a firm allows you to “Surround and 
avail yourself with the best people willing to work with 

Mac Smith, Harris, Finley & Bogle, P.C. — 
A Wealth Of Experience, From the DA’s Office To Private Practice 

you. Recognize your good fortune, be nice and say ‘thank 
you’ as often as possible. The Weatherford branch office 
provides top legal support personnel and attorneys that 
serve a full range of legal services.” 

As Parker County’s District Attorney, Smith tried one of 
the most notable criminal cases in Parker County history, 
that of Richard Donald “Stoney Armadillo” Foster. While 
robbing Cox’s Feed and Farm Supply outside Springtown 
in April 1984, Foster murdered owner Gary Michael Cox. 
He netted just $250. On May 5, 1984, Foster was appre-
hended after holding seven employees of a Breckenridge 
bank hostage. “Capital murder, a death penalty verdict,” 
Smith recalled. “The defendant decided to waive, with-
draw his appeals and was executed. ‘You cannot make 
this stuff up’ is a saying that applies to so many of the 
criminal cases I prosecuted.” Foster was executed by 
lethal injection in May 2000. 

Smith has been married for over 50 years to his wife 
Janice, a retired high school teacher for Weatherford ISD. 
The pair have two daughters, two grandsons and two 
granddaughters. 

He describes himself as tenacious and competitive, 
traits that come in handy in a good trial lawyer. He hopes 
he has many more productive and successful years as a 
practicing attorney. “Good Lord willing, [I will continue] 
practicing a high-quality level of law with HFB Law firm 
in Weatherford, if I still have something worthwhile to 
offer everyone involved,” Smith concluded. When we 
asked what is the best advice he gives to his clients, he 
said simply, “Tell me the truth.”



777 Main Street, Suite 1800 • Fort Worth, Texas 76102 • 817.870.8700
120 Palo Pinto Street • Weatherford, Texas 76086 • 817.550.6294

True Representation
Straight Talk

Effective estate planning equals wealth preservation. Harris, Finley & Bogle estate planning at-
torneys start by working closely with clients to identify assets, preservation goals, and ultimate 
disposition objectives. We also create strategies to preserve client wealth and minimize the 
impact of estate and gift taxes. We prepare and utilize basic estate planning documents (wills 
and revocable trusts), as well as sophisticated estate planning vehicles when needed, including 
life insurance trusts, gifts, family limited partnerships, installment sales and other techniques. 
Harris Finley & Bogle business attorneys provide counsel to businesses and business owners. 
Business owners often have needs that overlap with estate planning and long –term succession 
objectives. Our lawyers have represented large and small business owners in matters involving 
formation, acquisition, sales, mergers and dissolution. Our probate attorneys also represent 
clients in the probate of wills and contested probate, trust and estate matters, including all 
aspects of guardianship law.

Mac Smith
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“MY BUSINESS IS PROTECTING YOU“MY BUSINESS IS PROTECTING YOU
AND YOUR BUSINESS”AND YOUR BUSINESS”

LEGAL EAGLES

Trey Loftin grew up in the Fort Worth area, but his 
education prior to becoming one of the top lawyers 

in Parker County took him well away from this area or 
even Texas. While studying at Baylor, Trey became a visit-
ing student at Cambridge University in England. He later 
returned to the good ole’ USA to work for the United 
States Senate before he attended the University of Tulsa 
College of Law on the Dean John Rogers Scholarship 
and interned in Federal Court for the Northern District 
of Oklahoma, as well as studied and took classes at the 
University of Texas Law School while working for the 
Texas Court of Criminal Appeals.

Trey chalks up his success as a lawyer to his affinity 
for people in general and for helping others. “Caring is 
vital to advocacy,” he says. “My clients’ concerns become 
mine, which is why my motto is ‘My business is to protect 
you and your business’.”

For several years, Trey served as Judge of the 43rd 
District Court here in Parker County. He then became a 
partner with Whitaker Chalk in Fort Worth, but recently 
opened his Aledo firm, The Loftin Firm, to specialize 
in trial law for business, family and criminal matters. 
Trey is nationally ranked by the National Trial Lawyers 
Association, and he is Board Certified in Criminal Law 
by the Texas Board of Legal Specialization. “I also have a 
high emphasis in my practice on family law and business 
partnership problems,” he adds, due to years of trial work 
which naturally led to trial cases in other areas of law.

As for what he loves about what he does, Trey admits 
that working with judges and other lawyers is a big factor. 
“Our profession has not changed much generally in 
hundreds of years,” he says, “…but the people who study 
and practice law keep it alive and are often fascinating 
people, and I really enjoy working with them.”

Hard work is what sets Trey and his firm apart from 
the competition, with Trey commenting that, “I’m not 
smarter than others—The goal is to outwork everyone 
else. The harder I work, the more successful the outcome 
always is.”

As with all sectors of life, COVID-19 has also impact-
ed the law profession, and has certainly taken its toll on 
the court system and those who rely on it for justice and 
satisfaction. “The one sad part of practicing law,” Trey 
says of his profession during the pandemic, “is often you 
are hired after someone makes a regrettable decision. 
COVID has caused so much stress to families and busi-
nesses. Delays in getting a problem solved adds to this 
terrible stress for them.”

So how does he make sure, despite the challenges, 
that his clients get the justice they deserve? Trey admits 
that it’s a multi-pronged approached, as he must “Listen 

Trey Loftin — Preparing To Win

well, investigate thoroughly, ask the hard questions—then 
overprepare. Everyone has the desire to win. It is prepar-
ing to win that leads to success. It is like our teachers 
and coaches say: it’s not the will to win, it is the will to 
prepare to win.”

As for the best advice that he can give to clients and 
potential clients, Trey says, “Look for solutions before a 
fight,” adding that, “we can always knock them in the 
head later.”

According to Trey, he has been blessed to win for his 
clients both murder verdicts and million-dollar cases, but 
the most memorable moment in a case occurred over 
twenty years ago, when he was still a young prosecutor. 
“I asked the officer if the defendant’s eyes looked red, 
watery and glassy,” Trey explains. “The officer said, ‘Yes. 
Both eyes,’ and the defendant stood up and pulled—you 
guessed it—a glass eye out of its socket!”

When asked for his best lawyer joke, Trey offered: “A 
rich guy gave his three best friends (a preacher, a doctor 
and a lawyer) $100,000 each and made them swear to 
put it in his coffin when he died so he could be buried 
with it. After the funeral, the pastor told the other two, 
‘I cannot live with myself—I took $20,000 to donate to 
orphan ministry. I am so sorry.’ The doctor said, ‘I under-
stand—I took $50,000 and donated to Doctors Without 
Borders and Project Smile.’ They looked at the lawyer, 
waiting for a confession. He replied, ‘I cannot believe you 
two. You promised!’ They replied, ‘You didn’t take any of 
the money?’ To which the lawyer said, ‘No. I wrote him a 
check for the full amount. . .’”

The Loftin Firm is located at 601 North FM 1187 in 
Aledo, Texas.



“MY BUSINESS IS PROTECTING YOU“MY BUSINESS IS PROTECTING YOU
AND YOUR BUSINESS”AND YOUR BUSINESS”
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Are you looking for an attorney with integrity and dedication, and one who 
provides that rare degree of personal service that’s so hard to find these days?
Attorney James D. Schull has been serving the legal needs of folks in the Fort 
Worth, Benbrook, Granbury, Aledo, Weatherford, Cleburne and surrounding 
areas. James D. Schull is a lawyer specialized in Estate Planning and Probate, 
Personal Injury, Wrongful Death, Civil Litigation, Appellate Law, Criminal De-
fense, Family Law, and Sports Agency.
His goal is to learn and understand his client’s needs in a timely and efficient 
manner, and to provide a personalized attorney-client relationship based upon 
each client’s needs, concerns, and requirements.
James D. Schull is committed to establishing and maintaining an open line of 
communication with his clients in order to keep them informed throughout the 
entire legal process. He aims to provide the highest quality legal services and to 
do so at a reasonable cost.
The Law Office of James D. Schull is located in Benbrook, TX (South West Fort 
Worth) and in close proximity to Granbury, White Settlement, Weatherford, 
Aledo, and Cleburne.

Need Legal Help? Call Me.

To schedule a consultation, please call:

817-249-5300 (Benbrook)
817-550-6990 (Willow Park)

tarrantcountyattorney.com
Two Locations to Serve You: Benbrook-

Fort Worth, Aledo-Willow Park

LEGAL EAGLES

Attorney James D. Schull, who has offices in both 
Benbrook and Willow Park, grew up in Fort Worth 

and Benbrook and studied law at The Texas Wesleyan 
School of Law. He earned a BBA and studied Finance at 
Baylor.

With nearly 20 years’ worth of experience, Schull 
works in many areas of the law but primarily deals with 
probates, wills, estates and trusts and civil litigation.

Asked what he considers the secret of his success, 
Schull replied, “The standard answer is hard work, dedi-
cation, and commitment to my profession. But in all 
honesty, God has blessed me more than I can imagine in 
my profession, despite my imperfections. So I would say 
God is the secret.”

What does he like best about his job? “I do like the 
courtroom, but I love being able to help those who may 
not be able to help themselves,” he said. Concerning 
what sets him apart in his field he said, “In a profession 
that is not known for this quality, I would hope honesty 
sets me apart. I practice in various areas of the law and 
my approach is to provide the client with the most effi-
cient and effective representation to achieve their goals. I 
focus on providing the day-to-day attention to my clients 

James D. Schull, Law Office of James D. Schull — 
Going On 20 Years Of Hard Work, Dedication, Commitment and Honesty

in their time of need.” 
Though COVID continues to alter our social and busi-

ness landscapes, Schull said, “Amazingly, the pandemic 
had little to no impact on my practice … Another testa-
ment to God’s blessings over my practice.”

If he could impart just one piece of advice to clients, 
Schull would counsel them to never make important deci-
sions out of fear or anger.

Asked for his best lawyer joke, Schull replied: 
“Arguing with a lawyer is like wrestling a pig in mud … 
sooner or later you realize they like it.”

Outside the practice of law, Schull is passionate about 
sports. His three children are active in sports, with one 
son playing baseball at Clarendon College. Giving back to 
the community is also important to him. The combining 
of community service and sports is expressed in the form 
of a charity that he created — The Field House Texas. “I 
believe that sports teach things to children that are invalu-
able in life,” he said.

Schull’s Benbrook office is located at 8507 Benbrook 
Blvd, Suite F. In Willow Park, he is at 5177 E I-20 Service 
Rd. N, Suite 120.



Are you looking for an attorney with integrity and dedication, and one who 
provides that rare degree of personal service that’s so hard to find these days?
Attorney James D. Schull has been serving the legal needs of folks in the Fort 
Worth, Benbrook, Granbury, Aledo, Weatherford, Cleburne and surrounding 
areas. James D. Schull is a lawyer specialized in Estate Planning and Probate, 
Personal Injury, Wrongful Death, Civil Litigation, Appellate Law, Criminal De-
fense, Family Law, and Sports Agency.
His goal is to learn and understand his client’s needs in a timely and efficient 
manner, and to provide a personalized attorney-client relationship based upon 
each client’s needs, concerns, and requirements.
James D. Schull is committed to establishing and maintaining an open line of 
communication with his clients in order to keep them informed throughout the 
entire legal process. He aims to provide the highest quality legal services and to 
do so at a reasonable cost.
The Law Office of James D. Schull is located in Benbrook, TX (South West Fort 
Worth) and in close proximity to Granbury, White Settlement, Weatherford, 
Aledo, and Cleburne.

Need Legal Help? Call Me.

To schedule a consultation, please call:

817-249-5300 (Benbrook)
817-550-6990 (Willow Park)

tarrantcountyattorney.com
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VickCarney LLP is something of a permanent fixture on the 
Weatherford Square. Dan Carney said he has been “behind the 

same desk since 1984,” and added, “my close friend Tom Vick, past-
president [of the] State Bar of Texas, and I have practiced together there 
that entire time.” Both men have stayed close to home.

“I was born and raised on a ranch five miles north of the historic 
Parker County Courthouse,” Carney said. He graduated Weatherford 
High School in 1971 and Weatherford College in 1973. He then, in 
1975, earned a degree in Business Administration from the University 
of North Texas. For his law degree he attended Texas Tech Law School, 
graduating in 1978. He currently serves on the Weatherford College 
Board of Trustees.

Vick grew up in Weatherford and Fort Worth and did his undergrad-
uate study at Austin College in Sherman, earning a double major degree 
in economics and history. He attended law school at the South Texas 
College of Law in Houston. 

Concerning specialties, Carney practices criminal law, while Vick 
focuses on family law — divorce, custody, support, children’s rights and 
concerns. 

“ I was the first Assistant District Attorney Parker County ever had,” 
Carney said. “My great friend Mac Smith and I worked together as 
the two felony prosecutors here from 1978 to 1984. Those were great 
years. We had a lot of fun together and we still do. And I think we did a 
lot of good.” 

In law, as in any profession, some practitioners seem to excel, to 
stand out. Asked what sets him apart, Carney replied: “I think it is best 
probably to leave that to others to comment, but I am told often it is 
because it really matters to me what happens to my clients. I take the 
time and effort to address why we are even here as opposed to just solv-
ing the case in front of us. If you don’t address those reasons, your client 
will still be lost. And likely back in trouble again.” 

Thoroughness figures into Vick’s answer to this question as well. “I 
believe what sets me apart is an ability to analyze the issues, break them 
down into manageable parts, and determine the best course of action 
for each client,” he explained. “There are many alternatives for solving 
problems, and finding the solution tailored for each client is key.”

As Top Legal Eagles, what is the secret to their success? 
“Getting into the factual details of my client’s case,” Carney 

responded. “Understanding who my client is and how I can truly help 
them. In a criminal defense practice so many of my clients have issues 
unrelated to their immediate legal defense, but [they] have everything to 
do with why they have their problem in the first place.” 

Vick attributed the firm’s longevity and success, in large part, to 
dedicated staff members. Some of them have been with the firm over 30 
years. “We all understand that your case is the most important file in the 
office,” he said.

It’s always interesting to find out what part of a person’s work is his 
or her favorite. According to Carney, “Probably it is the young people 
who need help. Kids make mistakes. Most often it is not a violent 
mistake. It’s DWI, drugs or their emotions ran away and they end up 
in a family violence situation. Most are not severe violence, but they 
did something they should not have done. I get to work predominantly 
with really good people or their children that had a lapse in judgment 
or have a substance/mental issue. They need help and guidance to solve 
their problems.” 

Similarly, Vick answered: “The greatest satisfaction of the job is help-
ing people who are going through the most difficult times of their lives 
and seeing how they come out in a more peaceful, happy place.”

The pandemic has profoundly affected most sectors of business and 
public life, the law and court system included. Asked for his thoughts on 
this, Carney replied: “When the court system mostly shut down for over 
a year, it delayed resolution of matters, certainly. On the positive side it 
gave clients with personal issues time. Time to address and work on and 

Dan Carney & Tom Vick, attorneys at law —
VickCarney LLP, Northwest Corner of the Weatherford Square 

solve the problems that caused them to be in the system.” Vick added, 
“The pandemic created opportunities to be more creative and resource-
ful in our approach. Our work was conducted largely via telephone and 
videoconferencing, including hearings at the court. In many ways it was 
more efficient. The biggest loss was the human element and the benefit 
of seeing clients, lawyers, witnesses and opposing parties face-to-face.” 

Making sure clients receive “true justice” is important to Carney. He 
said drilling down into clients’ cases, finding out who they are and why 
they are really in trouble is key to achieving a true-justice outcome. “If 
you don’t address those problems you can’t achieve true justice, for your 
client or the community.” 

“Our adversary system works well most of the time, but it is 
human,” Vick reflected. “Our judges here are knowledgeable and 
follow the law. Most litigants can present their story and get a ruling 
that is just. It may not always be to their liking, but it follows the law 
as applied to their case. Many people who are dissatisfied with the 
outcome at the courthouse had unrealistic expectations. Managing client 
expectations is a big part of a lawyer’s job and the key to having happy 
clients. Going to the courthouse to resolve your problems is almost 
never the best choice.” 

If they could impart just one special piece of advice to clients, what 
would it be? 

“Situational awareness,” said Carney. “Think before you act. Pause 
and actually consider what you are about to do. Never put yourself, 
your family or someone else’s family at risk.” Vick simply replied, “Be 
realistic and reasonable.”

Concerning favorite cases, Carney shared that those cases that made 
real differences in people’s lives are his favorites. “Like so many of the 
young people who have actually walked back through that front door 
again 10 years later in full military uniform with all the colors and deco-
rations. They came to shake my hand and tell me I made all the differ-
ence in the world to them at a time they really needed it. There’s the 
payback that keeps motivating me to do what I’m doing. Affirmation … 
that it has all made a difference.”

VickCarney LLP is located at 111 York Ave. on the Historic 
Downtown Square in Weatherford.
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After passing the bar exam in 1973, in 1974 John 
Westhoff joined the Weatherford firm of Borden, 

Hand and Zellers, adding his name to the list on the door. 
He practiced law with local law legend Jack Borden from 
’74 until his death in 2011. Mr. Borden was 103 years 
old. Though advanced in years, the “Energizer Bunny” of 
the local law scene was scheduled for probate hearings 
on the day of his death. 

With just about a half-century of practicing law in 
Parker County behind him, Westhoff has seen changes in 
the profession, but putting those changes into words … 
well … 

“That’s an impossible question,” he answered when 
asked. “It’s changed. It’s just more paper. More lawyers. I 
suppose we’re all so captive to the general world mental 
status. By that I mean we have the ‘democrat-republi-
can’ mindset. Nobody is civil anymore. For the most 
part, everybody is hostile. So if you oppose somebody 
you’re [viewed as] an enemy, you’re a bad person. That’s 
changed. [We] used to get along a whole lot better.”

Westhoff earned an undergraduate degree in 
Accounting from the University of Missouri and his law 
degree from Texas Tech University in 1974.

With a proven track record and some top-shelf 
clientele, the firm handles a variety of cases including 
commercial litigation, real estate litigation or transaction-
al, estate planning and family law.

John Westhoff —
Borden & Westhoff, Attorneys at Law — 
Rolling with Half a Century of Changes

“We do not do criminal work,” Westhoff pointed 
out. However, he explained that coming up through the 
system decades ago, judges often appointed him to try 
criminal cases, pro bono work considered community 
service. 

What keeps him up and at it and coming into the 
office these days? “Probably the coffee would be the 
greatest incentive,” he said, tongue slightly in cheek. “My 
wife’s coffee is always some fancy blend.” He thought 
about it and expanded his response. “I don’t know what 
makes me do it. I like it … I’ve liked it forever. [It’s] 
provided for my family. We’re still here and all is good. 
We like helping people. We like solving problems. We 
get frustrated with the process a lot of times … and as you 
get older, you’ll find that every day is a new experience.”

Westhoff said fulfillment comes when his work results 
in a good outcome for his clients. “It makes you feel 
good when you do a good job for your client—just like 
anything else. You do a good job, and somebody appreci-
ates it, and it is rewarded.”

All attorneys, when pressed, will have a memorable 
case; Westhoff pulled a case from his criminal files for 
this one: 

“It was probably 20 years ago … but my aunt, Jack’s 
wife, who I was a partner with, got on the jury. She was 
highly educated and was a lawyer herself. And I was 
representing an armed robber, and he had robbed the 
store that [my aunt] would buy her groceries from … They 
arrested him here and took him to Decatur. We tried it to 
the jury, and even with my aunt on the jury, we did lose. 
My client got five years for the armed robbery, which was 
really light.”

In another incident tried later, this same robber ran 
afoul of the law again and received a sentence of 50 
years.

“But he escaped,” Westhoff continued. “And I was 
always proud of the fact that if he was going to go beat 
somebody up or hurt somebody, he’d go to the guys that 
got him 50 years in Decatur before he came to Parker 
County looking for me. So. That’s a true story.” 

Since 2014, attorney Nick Harper, a graduate of the 
Texas Wesleyan School of Law, has helped shoulder the 
caseload at Borden & Westhoff. Speaking of courtroom 
litigation, Westhoff said: “Well, I lose my breath now, so 
Nick gets to do all the fun stuff … but I’m still involved in 
everything—up to my throat.”

Borden & Westhoff is located at 1250 Santa Fe Dr. in 
Weatherford.
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A lot of different people have different reasons for 
choosing the career path they end up on. For litiga-

tion lawyer Nick Harper, those reasons came to him 
during his time working as a police officer while going 
to law school. He hadn’t started out with a set goal to 
become a lawyer. 

“Growing up, I wanted to be in law enforcement. 
That’s what my dad did, and I grew up watching that,” 
Harper said. 

Harper attended the United States Naval Academy, 
earning a Bachelor of Science in Economics. “I got 
commissioned as a marine and spent five years on active 
duty, then … I was placed in the military police commu-
nity,” he said. “So when I decided to get off active duty, 
I still had a desire to pursue civilian law enforcement, so 
I became a policeman in Arlington and was there for a 
little over six years.”  

While working as a policeman, Harper attended 
law school at Texas Wesleyan University School of Law, 
graduating J.D. summa cum laude. Although law wasn’t 
something he was initially going to pursue as a career, 
he found himself becoming more and more interested in 
it. “I wanted to have law as, perhaps, an option, maybe 
even something to pursue in retirement, but the longer 
I worked at it and the more effort I put into it, I devel-
oped an interest in actually pursuing a job as a lawyer, as 
opposed to merely the degree itself,” Harper said. 

Originally from central Louisiana, Harper’s family 
moved to San Antonio when he was in high school. 
After leaving active duty, he and his wife moved to Fort 

Nick Harper —
Borden & Westhoff, Attorneys at Law — 
Achieving Greatness

Worth. “And when I got licensed and met Mr. Westhoff, 
he offered me a position out here. One of the things he 
told me was that he believed if I was going to be a lawyer 
practicing in this community, it would be important that 
I live in the community, so that I’d have a connection to 
the community. And so my wife and I, who was expecting 
at the time, moved out to Weatherford sometime in the 
early summer of 2014, and have been here ever since,” 
Harper said. 

Practicing law requires much planning and organi-
zation, which is one of the aspects Harper enjoys most 
about his profession. “I like the challenge of the variety of 
things that get thrown at you as a lawyer because, unlike 
some of the other licensed professions, in most cases the 
lawyer takes there is a living, breathing opposition, and 
since we only practice on the civil side, there’s almost 
always a lawyer on the other side who is at odds with our 
client’s purpose and goals. And in most cases, in order to 
advance their client’s position, they attempt to block, or to 
diminish everything we do for our clients, and vice versa. 
And so, there’s a lot of strategy, there’s a lot of thought 
that goes into it; there’s a lot of work that goes into it, 
and I like the challenge of all those things together. And I 
would say the thing I probably enjoy the most, is being in 
the courtroom,” he said. 

So what is it about being in the courtroom that is so 
compelling? 

“ … I enjoy being in the courtroom, because it 
requires that you think on your feet; it requires that you 
respond with a short amount of time to be able to orga-
nize, process information, formulate a response. And 
it requires that you prepare, and so I think it keeps the 
lawyers honest when they go to the courtroom, because I 
think most observers can tell when lawyers are prepared 
or they’re not. And one of the things that Mr. Westhoff has 
taught me is to do the best you can being righteous about 
your client’s position, because, if, as a lawyer, it appears 
that you don’t believe what you’re telling the court, it’d be 
really hard to expect that the listener is going to believe 
you as well,” Harper explained. 

It’s Harper’s drive to be great at what he does that 
really makes him stand out. “[I] think I’m in it to provide 
a good service, to do what the law says and the rules say 
lawyers are supposed to do for the benefit of their clients, 
and to hopefully one day be one of the best of the people 
that do it. Never say I’ll be the best, but my goal is to 
become as good as I can be. And that may never stop, but 
that’s what I’m in it for, to be as good as I can be.”
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