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Parker County’s
toP 10

LegaL eagLes

Welcome to our fourth annual Legal Eagles issue. As you may have 
guessed the issue’s focus is on lawyers. 

We believe that publishing an issue that focuses on the extraordinary attor-
neys practicing in Parker County is relevant to our readers for several 
reasons. One of those is that people are moving to Parker County faster 
than you can say, “Who are your people, Hon?” They all should develop a 
relationship with a family doctor, a plumber and, of course  great lawyer. 
They can start with the 10 best. These days, just being alive constitutes 
a legal issue. If you’re living or doing business in Parker County (or 
anyplace else, for that matter, except we don’t write about anyplace else) 
you need to have a good relationship with a great Parker County lawyer, 
one that knows the way around the Parker County legal system. We have 10 
of the best lawyers here who know the legal system in and around Parker 
County and know how to help you go about the business of life, liberty and 
the pursuit of happiness. 

Our legal profiles are designed to help you decide what attorney you’d like 
to call your own.

Besides hoping to help our readers find a great lawyer, we’ve produced 
this section simply because some of the most interesting, smart and color-
ful characters we’ve ever met or interviewed have been attorneys. In this 
issue, you will read about the best of the best, and what makes them most 
excited about practicing law here in Parker County.
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Any discussion of Parker County’s top 
attorneys includes — if not begins 

with — John Westhoff. He heads up a 
very successful litigation practice with a 
long history of helping people through 
their legal issues.

The Borden & Westhoff law firm is 
one of the oldest continuously operating 
law firms in Parker County with a long 
history and connection to the county, its 
citizens and its businesses.

After graduating from the Texas Tech 
University School of Law, John joined 
the firm in 1974 that was headed up by 
his uncle, Jack Borden. The firm was 
known then as Borden, Hand, Zellers & 
Westhoff. 

Borden worked until the age of 103. 
“Jack based his life on the principle 

and premise of trying to help people,” 
Westhoff said.

He said he has seen many changes 
since he began practicing law.

“It’s a different community from 
when I grew up here,” Westhoff said. 
“Things weren’t as fast, crime wasn’t 
rampant. It was a nice, country town. 
People went to church and went to 
work. People were conscientious. 
Today, it’s gone like everything else. 
Everyone used to trust everybody.”

John Westhoff —
Firm: Borden & Westhoff
A Life Of Dedication To Clients And Community

The world is more litigious and fast-paced these days, too, which means 
more work and a heightened need for attorneys, especially for divorce 
cases, which John says have increased dramatically over the years he has 
practiced. 

“Technology will be the death of us. You can only go so fast. To keep 
up, you have to go faster,” he said. 

He points to the Internet and access to so much information as creat-
ing a change in how and what people think and believe. He said that has 
brought about fundamental changes in the makeup of today’s juries.

“Everybody is smarter by reason of the Internet. Everybody knows a 
little bit about something,” Westhoff said. “I don’t know if they’re actually 
smarter, but I do know that they usually get it right. I have some cases that I 
haven’t agreed with the jury on, but not many.” 

It has also become more expensive to obtain legal services, which he 
said many people are not financially prepared for when the need for legal 
help arises.

He recalled his first case. He was representing someone charged with 
armed robbery. The prosecutor was Jim Mullen, and his aunt, Borden’s 
wife, was one of the jurors. Westhoff, and his defendant, still lost the case.

What was his most interesting case?
“I can remember being a young lawyer and handling divorces. I didn’t 

like them,” Westhoff said. “I don’t like them now. I was sheltered grow-
ing up. As a young lawyer, I had a schoolteacher come in. She wanted to 
divorce her husband. She was involved with another school teacher, who 
was also married.” 

They were both going to get divorces.
His client asked if he thought her relationship would have a bearing on 

child custody. Westhoff said he thought it might have some bearing, but it 
was not the end of the world.

“Then, she got deeper, and explained her relationship with her husband 
and it was, eh, it was kinky, and her husband was participating as a third 
person visually and liked to watch. He’s the one who got these two teachers 
started in their relationship.” 

As she talked on, Westhoff said, yeah, that won’t look very good that he 
asked and that she did it. 

“She kept talking, got deeper into her story,” he said. “I’m sitting there 
with a deadpan face, and not showing any emotion. In my mind, I’m like, 
‘… You did what!’” 

The cases Westhoff enjoys most are civil ligation cases. He played high 
school football, and recalls a knee injury he suffered his senior year. 

“If that hadn’t happened, I probably would have been killed in the 
Vietnam War,” he said. “Of the 100 guys in my high school reunion, 60-70 
percent were drafted or enlisted in the war. Of the ones who were still 
alive, most had retired.” 

Westhoff and wife, Sue Ann, are involved in local efforts aimed at 
education, culture and quality of life in Weatherford and Parker County. 

Some of the projects the Westhoffs have supported include the 
Texas Pythian Home, Weatherford ISD in various capacities (Campus 
Improvement Team, District Improvement Team, Project Graduation for 
six years), and the Westhoffs were founding members of the Education 
Foundation Board. 

Both their children — daughter, Paige, and son, John Trenton, received 
their primary education in the Weatherford Independent School District. 



Borden & Westhoff
Attorneys at Law

Law Offices of Borden & Westhoff
1250 Santa Fe Drive • Weatherford, Texas 76086 • 817-594-0271 • 817-596-0611 • Fax 817-341-0538

John Westhoff Nicholas Harper

Strength.  Honesty.  Integrity
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Seeking justice from behind a mask

Andrew Decker, one of Parker County’s top defense 
attorneys, recalls the day of April 7th, when he 

appeared in the 43rd District Court.
“I go to court on a very regular basis,” said Decker. 

“Tuesday, April 7, was different. This was my first venture 
into court in the time of COVID-19. A family friend gave 
me a mask she made. The front was plain. The lining 
depicts the shields of various members of the ‘Justice 
League’: Superman, Wonder Woman, Green Lantern and 
Batman.”

He said that is his job as an attorney, to seek justice 
under the law.

“I do not wear a cape, but I have been wearing a 
mask,” said Decker. “Yes, sometimes the good guys wear 
masks. The people who come to me are looking for a hero. 
They need a champion. A champion in the classical sense. 
A person who will fight or argue for a cause or on behalf 
of someone else. I enter the courtroom as a champion for 
a client. My best weapon is the Constitution. My duty is to 
seek justice.”

He keeps in his mind, and heart, some wisdom he once 
received.

“A great champion of justice once said, ‘The job of the 
criminal defense attorney is to protect the children of God 
who have fallen from perfection from those who believe 
they have achieved it.’ Before I can do anything else, I try 
to see the person as a child of God. Each and every one 
of my clients is of no less value than I. Regardless of their 
age, race, sex, gender identity or national origin, they are 
a person, a human, a child of God. They are worthy of my 
attention, my time, and my best efforts to be their cham-
pion.”

He said what he works to champion are the laws and 
provisions afforded people under the Texas and United 
States constitutions.

“I am fighting for the rights of my client and each of 
us,” Decker said. “The right to peaceful assembly, free 
speech, and freedom of the press. The right to bear arms. 
The right not to be forced to testify against oneself. The 
right to a fair trial. The right to be free from unlawful 
detention by law enforcement. The right to equal protec-
tion and due process of law. I champion those few sheets 
of paper which act as a shield for us and a guide to us.”

Decker said imagine the worst day of life, using several 
possible scenarios for illustration.

“You are a man in your 70s and you pull a gun out of 
your truck in a moment of fear and confusion,” he said. 
“You are a professional woman who wakes up in your 

Andrew Decker —
A Life Of Dedication To His Clients And Community

neighbor’s yard following an accident because you passed 
out drunk. You are a high school student who got in 
trouble at school and that leads to a criminal charge. You 
want to simply hide your face and try to act like nothing is 
wrong. You do not want to talk about what has happened. 
You pray to God that your friends don’t find out. You need 
a champion who will stand with you and fight for you.

“What about the guy who learned to drink hard alco-
hol to deal with trauma of war? He needs a champion 
who will work to see past the arrest for DWI and advocate 
for treating the proud veteran as a person who deserves 
respect and help. What about the person who started using 
a controlled substance to deal with past abuse? She needs 
someone who will champion her need for drug rehab.”

Decker said those are the people he champions.
“They are people like you and me,” he said. “People 

who did the wrong thing at the wrong time. People who 
have fallen from perfection and need a champion to fight 
for them. People who need a second chance. I am not 
Superman. I am an attorney. I fight for justice.”

Decker said if you need a champion, call 817-441-
1629.

He is also the chair of the East Parker County Chamber 
of Commerce Foundation. The Foundation provided 
$15,000 in grants to local businesses during the COVID-19 
crisis. 



Do justice, love kindness, and walk humbly with your God.

 PRACTICE AREAS 
CRIMINAL DEFENSE • FEDERAL CRIMINAL DEFENSE • DWI • DRUGS  

PUBLIC INTOXICATION • WEAPONS • ASSAULT  
OCCUPATIONAL DRIVER’S LICENSE • TRAFFIC TICKETS

Lance T. Evans William BiggsAndrew Decker

Parker County
4971 East I-20 Service Rd N, Suite 605

Willow Park, Texas 76087
817-441-1629

Tarrant County
115 West 2nd Street, Suite 202

Fort Worth, Texas 76102
817-332-3822
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Tom Vick and Dan Carney —
Firm: VickCarney LLP
Two Of Parker County’s Top Attorneys Share A Shingle

Tom Vick and Dan Carney teamed 
to form VickCarney LLP, one 

of Parker County’s top law firms 
with two of the area’s top attorneys, 
providing expert criminal defense, 
civil lawsuit and family law represen-
tation.

Dan Carney is a 1971 
Weatherford High School gradu-
ate. He received a Bachelor in 
Business Administration degree 
from the University of North Texas 
in 1975 before receiving his law 
degree from the Texas Tech School 
of Law. He has been practicing law 
42 years — seven years as a felony 
prosecutor and 35 years as a defense 
attorney. He possesses an AV rating 
from Martindale-Hubbell, the high-
est possible rating, for over 30 years 
under the national peer reporting 
system for attorneys. He is a member 
of the Texas Bar Foundation and is a 
past president of the Parker County 
Bar Association. He and his wife, 
Sandra, have two daughters, Shannon 
Carney Sweatt and Stacey Jade 
Carney.

Tom Vick graduated from 
Southwest High School in Fort 
Worth. He earned his Bachelor of 
Arts degree at Austin College, and 
then his Doctor of Jurisprudence 
degree from South Texas College of 
Law Houston. He has been practic-
ing law 39 years, today focused 
on family law and civil litigation. 
He is a member of the State Bar of 
Texas (past president); International 
Academy of Family Lawyers; 
American College of Family Trial 
Lawyers; American Academy of 
Matrimonial Lawyers (past president 
of the Texas chapter); and Texas 
Academy of Family Law Specialists 
(past president). He is a former 
mayor of Weatherford and a current 
member of the Weatherford ISD 
School Board. He has three children 
and three grandsons.

Dan Carney

Following is a Q&A with these 
two legal eagles:

PCT: Why did you become an 
attorney? At what point in your 
life did you know this is what you 
wanted to do in your career? Was 
there any particular moment or event 
involved, or was it something you 
knew at an early age, that you want-
ed to become an attorney?

Dan: I was raised on a ranch and 
dairy farm north of Weatherford. My 
parents, Bob and Loretta Carney, 
were the hardest-working people I 
have ever known. Dad at one point 
worked 13 straight years without a 
single day off. I was driving field trac-
tors at age seven. I was taught how 
to WORK. But it also taught me that 
if you ever want to truly get ahead 
you needed an education. The ranch 
work and calloused hands honestly 
did mentally prepare me for the 
grueling hours needed to be put in. I 
have never forgotten those lessons.

Tom: My father, Gabe T. Vick, 
was an attorney and was the county 
judge in Parker County when I was 
young. I knew from a very young age 
I wanted to be a lawyer.

PCT: What do you like best about 
being an attorney? What gives you 
the most satisfaction in this career?

Dan: Helping the young people. 
Many are just kids, really. They have 
made a dumb mistake. They and 
their parents and family are scared 
— really scared — of what will now 
happen to their lives. I do not try to 
just solve the immediate legal issues 
they confront but to address why 
this has happened. Many times they 
need some professional counseling. 
Sometimes they just need someone 
who can really listen and then talk 
to them really straight. Give them a 
wake-up call. Turn them in a better 
direction.

Tom: I have worked my entire 
career to make family law better for 
the clients we serve — to make it just 
and right and even-handed, and to 
make the practice of family law better 
for practitioners so they may better 

serve their clients.
PCT: Whether you specialize in a 

particular kind of law, practice gener-
al law, and/or criminal law, please 
tell us why you and how you came 
to choose to practice within those 
areas? Did you focus on that area in 
law school?

Continued on page 124
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Andrew Herreth —
A ‘Fearless’ Defense Attorney

One of Parker County’s top defense attorneys, Andrew 
Herreth, began his legal career prosecuting crimi-

nals. Now he enjoys working from the other table, ensur-
ing people accused of crimes receive fair prosecution, 
just treatment and sound, experienced counsel.

 “I love helping people,” said Herreth. “In my role as 
a defense attorney, I represent people who have made 
some poor choices. It’s important to remember that those 
choices don’t always represent who they are as people. 
With them, being able to allow them to put their past 
behind them is the biggest reward for me.”

Herreth said it is important to remember that not 
everyone charged with a crime is guilty of that crime.

 “Other times, my clients honestly did not do what the 
government says they did; police officers are human, too, 
and often make mistakes,” he said. “I try to make sure 
the right verdict is found, and if a mistake was made by 
our police officers, the best way to make sure they don’t 
make that mistake again is to question them on it. I truly 
believe that defense attorneys make better police officers. 
When our police officers are better, our community is 
safer for our families.”

Herreth is in solo practice with Herreth Law, PLLC, 
practicing both criminal and civil litigation. He earned a 
Bachelor of Science degree in Political Science in 2004 
from Texas A&M University, and then his Doctorate of 
Jurisprudence law degree from Western New England 
University in 2008. In November, he will mark his 12th 
year practicing law.

Still a bachelor, he is a member of the State Bar of 
Texas, Texas Criminal Defense Lawyers Association, DUI 
Defense Lawyers Association and National Trial Lawyers.

He knew from the time he was in middle school he 
wanted to become an attorney.

 “My father encouraged me to become an attorney 
because of my interest in public speaking and what he 
saw as a natural leadership ability,” said Herreth. “I was 
in middle school and ever since then I have wanted to 
become a trial attorney.”

He specialized in criminal law in law school after a 
summer internship at the Harris County District Attorney’s 
Office. He worked as a prosecutor in the Fort Bend 
County DA’s Office for three and a half years. After that 
he worked in-house for a global corporation in their liti-
gation department, and then opened his own firm. 

Herreth enjoys the freedom that comes with practicing 
law independently.

 “Being an independent attorney means I have the 
ability to focus on my clients’ cases without having 
to answer to a managing partner or fill up my billable 
hours with frivolous work/research,” he said. “I have the 
freedom to chase down witnesses and properly develop 
defenses. I have the flexibility and agility in my firm to 

address the specific needs of each and every one of my 
clients.”

He said he has come to be known as “fearless” by his 
colleagues.

 “I’ve adopted that as my firm’s tagline,” Herreth said. 
“I provide fearless representation. Some defense attorneys 
avoid trial at all costs, I do not. I gear up to fight each 
case as if it were going to trial. In doing so, I get a lot of 
really great deals for my clients and even many dismiss-
als. People want me to represent them because they 
know I will fight for them tooth and nail and I won’t give 
up until we have what we want.” 

A case a year ago comes to Herreth’s mind.
 “I took a serious sexual assault allegation to trial,” 

he said. “The prosecutor only wanted prison time for my 
client, who had no history whatsoever. We were able 
to show that the case was full of lies and half-truths and 
my client was found not guilty. I saved that young man’s 
life. I think of him every day when I get up to fight for the 
next person who has been wrongfully accused.”

Herreth said he would like to see the Texas Legislature 
pass new drug reform laws when it comes to marijuana 
and THC possession. He believes lawmakers are often 
slow to keep pace with the times.

Continued on page 125
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121 N Main St, Weatherford, TX  |  817.382.4254  |  herrethlaw.com

FORMER PROSECUTER 

DEFENDING THE RIGHTS 

OF THOSE CHARGED 

WITH CRIMES

ANDREW HERRETH- CRIMINAL DEFENSE
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Robert DuBoise —
As prosecutor, defender or counselor, Robert DuBoise has 
based his success on ‘treating people right and being genuine’

Robert DuBoise has built a 
successful 28-year career on his 

ability to “build relationships with all 
types of people.”

 “Whether it be police officers, 
court staff, judges, defense attorneys, 
opposing attorneys, court reporters, 
victims, or criminal defendants — 
what you learn is that treating people 
right and being genuine will take you 
a long way in life,” DuBoise said.

It certainly has. From whichever 
side of the judge’s bench DuBoise 
has worked, he has seen his share 
of success for nearly three decades. 
Experienced in criminal law, civil liti-
gation and personal injury represen-
tation, DuBoise recently went from 
working as a prosecutor in Parker 
and Palo Pinto counties to now being 
part of the Harris, Finley & Bogle law 
firm. He relates how he came to join 
the prestigious firm.

 “The quick answer is that Mac 
Smith finally wore me down,” 
DuBoise quipped. “The actual answer 
is that after retiring from prosecu-
tion, I chose to practice with Harris, 
Finley & Bogle because of the attor-
neys practicing with their firm. I love 
being surrounded by smart people. 
Another big fact was that it allows me 
to primarily practice in Weatherford. 
This is where I live, where I raised 
my kids. This is home for my wife 
and me.”

His wife, Jolene, is the coordinator 
for the 43rd District Court. They have 
two sons: 2nd Lt. Christian DuBoise, 
U.S. Army, 24, and Jackson DuBoise, 
20, a junior at Texas Tech University 
who plans to enter law school and, 
perhaps, work alongside Dad one 
day.

The military life is nothing new for 
DuBoise. He grew up in one, travel-
ing around the world before settling 
down in Iowa Park, Texas, near 
Wichita Falls. He didn’t know then 
he would become a career attorney.

 “I did not know any attorneys. I 

did not know what attorneys did or 
their function in the judicial system,” 
DuBoise said. “I always assumed 
I would be a teacher or professor. 
Just before my senior year of high 
school, my family relocated down 
to Houston due to a change in my 
father’s job. It opened my eyes to a 
number of professions — including 
being a lawyer. As I began my under-
graduate work at Houston Baptist 
University, I began dabbling in 
speech and communications classes. 
They say that public speaking is the 
biggest fear of most people. What I 
quickly realized is that I liked talk-
ing in front of people. As I neared 
my junior year in college, my course 
load moved away from concentrat-
ing in math and physics and towards 
public speaking.”

DuBoise would go on to earn 
his Bachelor of Science degree in 
1989 from HBU, and then his Doctor 
of Jurisprudence in 1992 from the 
University of Houston.

 “I started in 1992 concentrating 
on commercial litigation,” he said. 
“That slowly morphed into a concen-
tration in employment litigation. In 
2000, I accepted a position as an 
assistant criminal district attorney in 
San Jacinto County. As a civil lawyer, Continued on page 125

I got into the courtroom several times 
a month. As a criminal prosecutor, 
I was in the courtroom nearly every 
day and trying cases every month. 
I loved it. For the next 20 years, I 
concentrated exclusively on crimi-
nal law. In hindsight, I think I’m the 
Forrest Gump of the legal world — 
lucky enough to stumble from incred-
ible job to incredible job and from 
one group of supportive coworkers to 
the next.”

DuBoise’s satisfaction comes from 
helping people when they need it 
most.

“I obtain the most satisfaction 
from being able to help those who 
might have nowhere else to turn,” he 
said. “At the end of the day it does 
not matter if that person is a crime 
victim, a victim of discrimination, a 
small business owner, or a criminal 
defendant. What matters is that I was 
able, in many cases, to get them to a 
better place.”

He enjoys the collaborative atmo-
sphere and access to a wealth of 
resources that comes from working in 
a prosecutor’s office or with a firm.

“Surrounding myself with talented 
people results in me being a better 
lawyer,” DuBoise said. “Being a 
piece of a larger organization allows 
me additional resources, in terms of 
personnel and knowledge, to most 
effectively represent my clients. 
Another advantage is that the ability 
of a firm to practice many types of 
law allows us to develop a long-term 
relationship with a client to meet the 
personal, business, and estate needs.”

Like most professions, technology, 
and now COVID, has greatly impact-
ed and changed the legal field.

 “Technology has played a huge 
role, both good and bad, in the prac-
tice of law over the last 30 years,” 
DuBoise said. “When I started, new 
lawyers spent an inordinate amount 
of time in law libraries poring over 
casebooks and other legal refer-



S
E
P

T
E
M

B
E
R

 2
0
2
0
 
 
P

A
R

K
E

R
 C

O
U

N
T

Y
 T

O
D

A
Y

61

777 Main Street Suite 1800 • Fort Worth, Texas 76102 • 817.870.8700
120 Palo Pinto Street • Weatherford, Texas 76086 • 817.550.6294

True Representation
Straight Talk

Effective estate planning equals wealth preservation. Harris, Finley & Bogle estate planning
attorneys start by working closely with clients to identify assets, preservation goals, and
ultimate disposition objectives.  We also create strategies to preserve client wealth and
minimize the impact of estate and gift taxes.  We prepare and utilize basic estate planning 
documents (wills and revocable trusts), as well as sophisticated estate planning vehicles when 
needed, including life insurance trusts, gifts, family limited partnerships, installment sales 
and other techniques.  Harris Finley & Bogle business attorneys provide counsel to businesses 
and business owners.  Business owners often have needs that overlap with estate planning and 
long-term succession objectives.  Our lawyers have represented large and small business
owners in matters involving formation, acquisition, sales, mergers and dissolution. 
Our probate attorneys also represent clients in the probate of wills and contested probate, 
trust and estate matters, including all aspects of guardianship law.

1Board Certified by the Texas Board of Legal Specialization in Civil Trial Law
2Board Certified by the Texas Board of Legal Specialization in Civil Appellate Law

Back Row:  Russell R. Barton2, Kendall D. Adair, Tracey H. Butler, Troy D. Okruhlik, Paul B. Westbrook, Roland K. Johnson1, Michael V. 
Fitzpatrick, Mac Smith Front Row:  Shawna R. Rinehart, Andrew D. Sims 1&2, Paul D. Bradford, Randall C. Johnson, Jimalee H. Splawn



62

S
E
P

T
E
M

B
E
R

 2
0
2
0
 
 
P

A
R

K
E

R
 C

O
U

N
T

Y
 T

O
D

A
Y

LEGAL EAGLES

Jim Lane —
Defending The Defenders: Lane’s The Guy Who Fights For The 
Guys Who Fight For Us

Attorney Jim Lane sits at his desk in a room that’s one-
part office, three parts museum filled with mementoes 

of Frontier Texas, Comanche culture — a 40-year-plus 
law practice with pieces of police and military memora-
bilia thrown in.

The great-grandson of an old West Texas judge, Jacob 
Lawhorn Alford, Lane was inspired by his heritage to 
pursue a law career. 

“I named my son Jake after him,” Lane said. 
Lane has practiced law in Parker County for more than 

three decades, with his Parker County law office located 
across the street from the Larry Fowler Justice Center. 
Lane owns a gorgeous ranch north of Weatherford, as 
well as a historic Victorian home in north Fort Worth.

Curiously, Lane never seems to grow tired of defend-
ing the country’s heroes.

When Lane graduated law school and immediately 
joined the Army during the Vietnam-era. He spent most 
of his military career defending GIs who found them-
selves at odds with the military justice system. 

Among Lane’s first clients were soldiers accused of 
murder in the infamous My Lai Massacre of 1968.

“When I got out, I had a chip on my shoulder,” Lane 
said. “When I got out of the Army, I met a cop down in 
the Stockyards named Leonard Schilling and he wanted 
me to represent some cops. So I did.” 

Lane began to establish a career defending law 
enforcement officers, firefighters and Vietnam vets.

 “There should be a special place in our hearts for 
people who get up every morning to save your life or 
mine,” he said. “Representing cops is like representing 
soldiers,” Lane said “I’ve been successful. I’ve won more 
than I’ve lost.” 

Lane of Post-Traumatic Stress Defense 
Lane found his way to the Parker County Courthouse 

when he defended a Vietnam vet with Post-Traumatic 
Stress Disorder. 

“After that trial I started thinking about a soldier I 
knew from the My Lai trials,” Lane said. “He was a tunnel 
rat, a wiry little guy from Flint, Michigan, he became a 
Silver Star recipient when he was 19. He came from a 
family of war heroes and Marine generals. He would take 
that flashlight down in the holes with a .45 ... Who does 
that? Kenneth Shield did. He was never convicted. They 
said he was absolutely fearless.” 

Lane was having dinner with a friend and noticed a 
copy of The Dallas Morning News sitting by the table. “I 
picked it up and the front page headline read, FBI search 
for Promenade National Bank Robbers.”

It was a story about Richardson Promenade Bank 
President Robert James Bigham who would go out and 

get his newspaper every morning at 6 a.m. On the morn-
ing of January 20, 1984, he went out to get his paper 
when three guys jumped him – two big guys and one 
little guy. They wore camos and carried AR-15s. The 
bank president said that the two big guys didn’t know 
what they were doing but the little guy knew exactly 
what he was doing. 

The story went on to relate that the men said they 
were going to go into the bank president’s house. They 
were going to take his wife and daughter and put them in 
chairs and place explosives on their chairs. 

Then they said, “We are going to give you a note to 
take to the bank to get a large sum of money and then tell 
you where to go to deposit the money into a large trash 
bin on a certain street corner,” he said, adding that he 
thought something was strange because they didn’t get in 
the car with him, or follow him. They said, “Either go to 
the bank and get the money (they demanded $48,000) or 
we will blow up your wife and daughter.”

 He went to the bank and when he got there, he 
called the FBI. The FBI agents he spoke to, told him to 
go ahead, get the money and take it to the trash bin, as 
instructed. 

Lane said, “Well, as it turned out, there were no 
explosives on the chairs of the wife and daughter, just 
Silly Putty. The story goes that the FBI surrounded the 
trees and bushes in the park and waited all day. Nobody 
ever came so the FBI agent in charge of the operation 
finally said, “Go get the money.” When they did, there 
was a hole in the can and under the hole, there was a 
tunnel that led to a drain pipe. I sat right there and I told 
myself that I didn’t know who did this. But, what I did 
know was that the little guy was a tunnel rat.”

Lane knew a woman who stabled her horse at the 
same establishment where he boarded his horse. 

“She had told me that she knew I had just gotten out 
of the Army,” Lane said. “She said her brother, Steven 
Nail, was a tunnel rat and he had served two tours. So I 
had that conversation in the back of my mind.”

 One night she called Lane.
“It was at like 2 in the morning,” he recalled. “She 

lived in Dallas. I said, ‘Penny, I don’t do DWIs in 
Dallas.’ She said, ‘No. It’s about the bank robbery at the 
Promenade. They have Steve down there.’”

 Suddenly, Lane was wide awake. “I sat up in my bed 
and I said, ‘He’s a tunnel rat isn’t he?’ She said yes, he 
did two tours. The FBI has him at the old jail here and we 
want you to represent him.’”

 Lane had never represented a defendant in a federal 
case before.

Continued on page 80
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LEGAL EAGLES

Allison Bedore —
Law Was Her Destiny

Her parents weren’t attorneys, yet Allison Bedore was 
born to become one.

 “Since I was a child, I have said that I wanted to 
be an attorney,” said Allison. “It is just something that I 
inherently knew was my future.”

She retained that focus and drive, graduating in 2010 
from Texas Wesleyan School of Law. A 10-year licensed 
attorney, she now has her own private practice, the Law 
Office of Allison Bedore.

 “My office is a general practice law office, so we 
handle criminal, family and civil litigation,” Allison said. 
“Within civil litigation, I handle a broad spectrum of 
cases ranging from small claims to federal lawsuits.”

She is a member of the Parker County Bar Association, 
as well as Aledo Rotary, Parker County Young 
Republicans and Bush Legacy Republican Women of 
Weatherford.

She has been married to Brian Bedore for 13 years 
and they have three boys ages 8, 5, and 3. A lot of their 
weekends are spent watching their boys play baseball 
and soccer, swimming and watching movies.

 “The best part of my job is that every day is a new 
and different day,” Allison said. “What brings me the 
most satisfaction is seeing a client happy with the results 
that my office is able to provide. While I can never guar-
antee results, the number one priority is to properly guide 
the client through the process and explain to that person 
all the potential risks and outcomes of their case.”

She said she opened a general law practice so that she 
can provide a range of legal services and representation 
for people in and around Parker County.

 “Especially within the civil litigation realm, we handle 
cases that other firms will not even consider,” she said. 
“I have handled some of the most unique cases in justice 
of the peace courts and have also sued large corpora-
tions in federal court. I went into private practice so that 
I could choose the cases and the clients that I wanted to 
accept while also balancing my career with my home life. 
I enjoy being my own boss and being the decision maker 
on my client’s cases.” 

Allison finds some of the biggest challenges today in 
not being able to predict the future.

“While any attorney can guess how a judge will rule 
on a person’s case, we also have to advise those clients 
that anytime you go into the courtroom and have a hear-
ing, you are placing a gamble on the end result,” she 
said. “I believe it is important to properly advise clients of 
all risks and potential outcomes of their situation. Many 
times there are options that do not involve leaving the 
final decision to the judge. A client is always told that 
while pushing their case all the way to the final trial is 
how I make the most money, it is not always in their best 
interest. Counseling those people properly helps them to 

choose how they wish to proceed on a situation that is 
personal and important to them.” 

She bases her practice and reputation on honesty and 
being straight-forward with clients.

“Any lawyer or judge that I have worked with knows 
that I will never purposely mislead them,” she said. 
“While it is our job to serve the client and their best 
interest, that does not mean that I have to lie in order to 
successfully represent them. Creating good business rela-
tionships with others in my profession helps me to better 
serve my clients, which includes honesty and integrity.” 

She said she would advise someone considering 
or entering the legal field to work as an intern with a 
lawyer or firm that practices in the area of law you wish 
to pursue and to remember, as always, the profession is 
nothing is like what you see on TV.

Allison hopes to one day do more than go before a 
judge – she sees herself in the chair, wearing the robe 
and making decisions.

“I would love to run for a judicial position under the 
right circumstances,” Allison said. “I want to represent 
our county and with my continued experience in various 
areas of law, I believe I could properly serve the constitu-
ents in presiding over the wide spectrum of matters the 
courts handle every day.”
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LEGAL EAGLES

Matt Koronczok —
Step-By-Step Legal Advice Made ‘Simple’

You do your best work when you 
are doing it for a friend. That is 

how attorney Matt Koronczok, of The 
Allen Firm, approaches his work and 
representation of clients.

 “We put people first and do 
really good legal work, and that’s 
it,” said Matt. “Over time, the firm 
has ended up friends with so many 
good-hearted people. For me, being 
friends is the key to doing good work. 
Researching and arguing with oppos-
ing counsel never feels tedious when 
I’m doing it for a friend. So we make 
it a point to get to know people, and 
that always pays back.”

He recalled a couple of instances 
of clients – friends – showing their 
appreciation.

 “I recently met a restaurant 
owner at her restaurant for one of our 
no-charge consultations and she sent 
me home with extra barbeque for my 
wife and kids,” said Matt. “Another 
client brings me his backyard-grown 
tomatoes and I bring him eggs from 
our chickens. Those are the relation-
ships that make you want to do the 
work part right, and give a client the 
best guidance they can possibly get.”

The Allen Firm has been serv-
ing the Stephenville area for over 45 
years, branching into Parker County 
in Aledo a couple of years ago. The 
firm has seven rural attorneys practic-
ing real estate, construction, business, 
and estate planning.

Matt received his Bachelor of Arts 
degree from Texas A&M University, 
a Master of Arts from Marquette 
University and his Juris Doctor from 
the Texas A&M University School of 
Law.

He said he believes most people 
don’t want someone with a long list 
of degrees and experience as much 
as they simply want good, effec-
tive counsel and their legal issue 
resolved.

 “The more people I work with, 
the more I realize a client wants good 
guidance, not a resumé,” Matt said. 
“A client wants someone who hears 

their situation, who can show them 
the legal landscape in plain terms, 
and who can give them a clear sense 
of what should happen next. That’s 
what we do. It’s why we’ve done so 
well in Stephenville, and it’s why 
Aledo has taken so well to us. We 
don’t dress in suits and we don’t 
charge the rates you’ll find down-
town. We are normal guys who will 
sit down with you and walk through 
the legal stuff step by step. We make 
legal simple.”

Like many professions, being an 
attorney is about people, Matt said.

 “I’m a people-driven guy,” he 
said. “I meet with clients and poten-
tial clients nearly every afternoon and 
it brings the legal parts of the job to 
life. For me, practicing law means 
entering a client’s story and guiding 
the client to a resolution that brings 
them peace of mind. The research 
and the paperwork and the court-
room stuff is just the means by which 
we do that.”

When it comes to people, Matt 
says the best way to deal with them is 
through honest, straight-forward talk.

 “People need a lawyer who can 
tell them ‘don’t hire me,’ and we 
aren’t afraid to do that,” he said. “I 
had a phone call recently with a 
homebuilder who had trouble with 
some business partners. He and I 

discussed a few ways to make the 
issue resolve without hiring an attor-
ney. When you meet with me or 
one of the other attorneys here, you 
will leave with a good sense of your 
situation and your next steps. As we 
like to say, we are in the business of 
ending your ‘legal unknowns’ — but 
that doesn’t always mean you need 
to hire us.”

Matt and The Allen Firm are still 
settling into Parker County, but in five 
to 10 years he said he hopes to be 
regularly bumping into clients around 
town.

“That is when I will know we 
really made it,” he said. “Being part 
of a community is a great feeling, and 
as a dad to three boys, I want to be 
an example of that. I should say — to 
anyone reading this article – pick up 
the phone and give us a call. Drop 
by and meet us, or let’s grab a coffee 
somewhere. We don’t charge for an 
initial consultation, and we’re pretty 
flexible with meeting. We want to be 
part of the community here the same 
way we are in Stephenville, and that 
means we want to meet everybody, 
even if they don’t have work for us 
right now.”

Matt and his wife, Eva, have three 
boys – Silas, Rex, and Vince – rang-
ing in age from 4 years to 9 months. 
They attend St. Benedict Catholic 
Church.

 “My wife and I spend most of 
our days chasing our young boys 
around,” he said. “Being outside at 
our place in Weatherford with my 
wife and boys is my favorite thing – 
having fun with them and teaching 
them to enjoy our outdoor hobbies. 
We keep a large vegetable garden 
and have some outside animals. We 
fish a lot in the summer. My wife has 
been making wine from our mustang 
grapes for the last few years. She is 
easy going and has a great sense of 
humor and looks pretty even when 
the boys are being wild. She really 
has a ‘mom-of-three-boys’ thing 
going on.”



There are many unknowns in legal situations. 
 

The Allen Firm provides legal guidance so you can make a great decision, 
come to a resolution, and be at peace.

www.allenlawfirm.com

PROVIDING LEGAL GUIDANCE

401 FM 1187 N, Ste. 400
Aledo, TX 76008

817.207.5642
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LEGAL EAGLES

Ed Huddleston —
Recognized as a top lawyer among clients and peers

Now more than four decades into his legal career, 
Weatherford attorney Ed Huddleston knows what it 

takes to be a successful attorney. He has the honors and 
recognition to prove it.

Ed has been annually selected by his peers as one 
of the Top Lawyers in Tarrant County. His peers have 
named him a “Texas Monthly” Texas Super Lawyer every 
year since the inception of the honor in 2004. He has 
also been included among The Top 1% Attorneys in 
United States.

His success is based largely on what he says he enjoys 
most, being an attorney – winning.

 “Success is measured in many ways,” Ed said. “There 
is personal success and there is professional success. It is 
possible to be successful at one but not the other. If I had 
any success in all on the professional side, it is because I 
have walked hand-in-hand with giants. Thomas H. Law, 
Jim Barlow, Earl King, Bob Glasgow, Robert Randolph 
and a few others exemplified honor, loyalty, duty, integ-
rity and, most of all, friendship. I am forever indebted to 
them.”

On a personal side he said his success has come from 
friends who have become like family.

“Pat Burleson, Bob Nuttall and Larry Bracken became 
family to me many years ago,” said Ed. “They have taken 
care of my family and taken care of me.”

He also says his success has come through his many 
clients, who Ed said are also his friends.

 “Long ago, an old mossback lawyer told me that 10% 
of your clients would cause you 90% of your headaches. 
Proudly, I have made it a policy that if I cannot be friends 
with my clients, I fire them. That makes their lives better 
and my life better.”

Ed graduated from Early High School, near 
Brownwood. He then graduated with honors from 
Howard Payne University with a major in Mathematics, 
a minor in Chemistry and a minor in French. He went on 
to receive his Master’s from Texas Tech University with a 
major in Mathematics, a minor in Chemistry and a minor 
in Administration. It was at Texas Tech where he would 
earn his Doctor of Jurisprudence with honors.

Ed was hired by a 100-year-old Fort Worth law firm 
– Law, Snakard & Gambill – during a summer internship 
while in law school. He began work in 1979, became 
an equity shareholder in 1983 and was selected to the 
management committee in 1984. For the past 20 years, 
he has served as the firm’s president.

He is a member of the Texas State Bar, the Tarrant 
County Bar Association, the Parker County Bar 
Association and was selected a member of the Texas State 
Bar Foundation.

 “My practice consists of commercial litigation 
and land title, real estate, Uniform Commercial Code, 

accounting malpractice, legal malpractice, engineering 
malpractice, corporate, banking and partnership matters,” 
Ed said. “I have also handled a number of death cases 
and the business side of a number of complex divorce 
cases.”

Asked why he decided to become an attorney, Ed 
replied, “At the time, it seemed to me to be a good idea. 
Attorneys worked indoors and the profession did not 
seem to be particularly hazardous.”

Asked what advice he would give young or aspiring 
attorneys, he quipped, “Learn to be a plumber.”

Ed is licensed to practice law in all Texas state courts; 
U.S. District Courts in the Northern District of Texas, 
Western District of Texas, Eastern District of Texas and 
Southern District of Texas; the Fifth Circuit Court of 
Appeals; the Eleventh Circuit Court of Appeals; and the 
United States Supreme Court.

Continued on page 75
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LAW SNAKARD & GAMBILL, P.C.

LAW SNAKARD 
4055 INTERNATIONAL PLAZA  |  SUITE 650  |  FORT WORTH, TEXAS 76109

Ed Huddleston

817-878-6391  |  817-821-6730
ehuddleston@lawsnakard.com

Attorney at Law

Practice Areas
Probate Litigation  |  Real Estate Litigation

Business Formation and Transactions  |  Personal Injury Defense Litigation
Commercial Litigation  |  Sports Law  |  Contracts  |  Railroad Law

EFFECTIVE REPRESENTATION | CONSISTENT RESULTS

LAW, SNAKARD & GAMBILL, P.C. IS A FULL-SERVICE LAW FIRM

COMMITTED TO PROVIDING QUALITY LEGAL AND

COMMUNITY SERVICE TO THE CITIZENS OF NORTH TEXAS.
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LEGAL EAGLES

Mac Smith —
Banker Or Lawyer? Mac Smith Took The Legal Route

Weatherford native and graduate Mac Smith knew he 
wanted to spend his professional life practicing law 

after serving his first term as Parker County district attor-
ney, prosecuting felony cases.

Nearly a half century later, his love for the profession 
hasn’t changed.

 “I applied to law school because I had no interest in 
a banking career,” said Smith, a 1964 Weatherford High 
School graduate who obtained a BBA in Finance in 1970, 
and then three years later his Doctor of Jurisprudence 
(law degree), both from Texas Tech University.

Smith prosecuted one of the most notable criminal 
cases in Parker County history, that of Richard Donald 
“Stoney Armadillo” Foster. While robbing Cox’s Feed and 
Farm Supply outside Springtown in April 1984, Foster 
shot owner Gary Michael Cox in the back of the head 
with a shotgun. He netted just $250. On May 5, 1984, 
Foster was apprehended after holding seven employees of 
a Breckenridge bank hostage.

 “Capital murder, a death penalty verdict,” Smith 
recalled. “The defendant decided to waive, withdraw his 
appeals, and was executed. ‘You cannot make this stuff 
up’ is a saying that applies to so many of the criminal 
cases I prosecuted.”

Foster was executed by lethal injection in May 2000.
Today, Smith is a member of the Weatherford College 

Board of Trustees, the State Bar of Texas, American Bar 
Association, and the American Board of Trial Lawyers. He 
practices law with the Harris-Finley-Bogle law firm from 
its Weatherford office.

He and his wife, Janice, have been married 51 years. 
They have two daughters, Ellen and Susan, and four 
grandchildren — Ted, 12; Blake, 10; Clara, 6; Willa, 4.

He said he decided on a legal career during his senior 
year in college, saying a “blind hog found an acorn.”

Smith said he most enjoys the litigation part of his 
profession.

 “Especially trying jury cases; adversarial competition, 
handling interesting, challenging cases; working with 
expert witnesses; planning, strategizing, executing a game 
plan; teamwork.

I collaborate with an excellent staff and outstanding 
attorneys,” he said.

Smith didn’t specialize or train in a specific area of 
law. He said his work as DA provided that.

 “My years as district attorney gave me condensed 
training and experience, readily usable in private prac-
tice,” he said.

Smith said working for HFBLaw offers several advan-
tages as opposed to practicing solo. He said working 
with a firm allows you to “surround, avail yourself with 
the best people willing to work with you. Recognize 

your good fortune, be nice and say ‘thank you’ as often 
as possible. The Weatherford branch office provides top 
legal support personnel and attorneys that serve a full 
range of legal services.” 

Technology and urban sprawl into Parker County have 
had impacts on Smith and his practice over the decades. 
He said the COVID-19 pandemic has brought more chal-
lenges and created changes in the system that could last 
many years, or forever.

 “If you do something for 50 years, people seem to 
think you know more than you actually do,” Smith said. 
“Be humble, work hard, give thanks. Hire me because I 
do care; I want the best professional result possible for 
my clients.”

His oldest daughter is in her third year of law school 
at Southern Methodist University. His advice to her, and 
others entering the field, is “GO FOR IT!”

“She and all others that become lawyers will find the 
work very challenging, but interesting and satisfying,” 
Smith explained.

He hopes he has many more productive and success-
ful years as a legal counselor.

 “Good Lord willing, [I will continue] practic-
ing a high-quality level of law with HFBLaw firm in 
Weatherford, if I still have something worthwhile to offer 
everyone involved,” Smith concluded. 
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He also serves his community “when called upon.” 
Ed has served as trustee of Springtown ISD in excess of 
10 years; he is a deacon of First Baptist Church; he has 
served on North Parker County Industrial Development 
Board; and he has coached YMCA youth sports, Aledo 
Lions Club sports teams and select basketball teams. He 
has served as Commissioner of Parker County Emergency 
Services District Number 3, including as district presi-
dent, chair of Precinct 450 and he has served on the 
Republican executive committee.

Ed said he had a couple of lives before becoming an 
attorney. He said he had promised his grandfather he 
would try to move home if the opportunity ever arose.

 “My family moved to Parker County in 1850,” said 
Ed. “One of my great-grandfathers successfully operated a 
ranch on the Brazos River despite the help that he and his 
sons received from the Comanches. Another of my great-
grandfathers became a member of Capt. McMurray’s 
Company B, frontier Battalion of the Texas Rangers. At 
about the same time, another of my great-grandparents 
moved to Wise County and one of their sons ultimately 
owned the White Elephant Saloon in Fort Worth. Parker 
County was home to me. By taking a job in Fort Worth, I 
was able to move home.”

Several cases Ed has handled over his long and distin-
guished career stand out.

 “A long time ago, I was honored to represent Tommy 
Wright, a Fort Worth detective and World War II sniper, 
who had sold a business,” he said. “A fire destroyed the 
business and the insurance company failed to pay the 
correct loss payee. The insurance company recognized 
that Tommy did not have deep pockets and there were 
technicalities involved in the insurance policy. It took 10 
long years to get to trial, but the jury gave Tommy every-
thing that he asked for. Tommy moved to West Texas, 
was elected sheriff and still owns a business outside of 
Colorado City.”

One of his recent cases involved litigation in 
Minnesota involving the late Chris Kyle, a United States 
Navy SEAL sniper who served four tours in the Iraq War 
and was awarded several commendations for acts of 

heroism and meritorious service in combat. He was killed 
by a veteran Kyle took to an Erath County shooting range 
to try and help him with his post-traumatic stress disorder.

Kyle’s widow and his estate was sued by Minnesota 
Gov. Jesse Ventura for defamation based on statements 
Kyle published in his auto-biography.

“I was hired about two weeks before the case was to 
go to trial,” said Ed. “Because of the shortness of time, 
I was unable to appear at trial. As I feared, the trial was 
less than satisfactory. Gov. Jesse Ventura won a substan-
tial verdict. We appealed and took the case to the United 
States Supreme Court. We won on all issues, except one, 
which was remanded to the federal District Court in 
Minneapolis for trial. Taya (Kyle’s wife) refused to autho-
rize an insurance payment and we ultimately won on all 
issues. Taya Kyle is a woman of uncommon principle and 
courage.”

When he goes home, Ed isn’t the only “Legal Eagle” in 
the house.

 “A long, long, long time ago, I defrauded Lynn Marie 
Johnson into marrying me,” he said of his wife, the 
current judge for Parker County Court-at-Law No. 2. 

They have seven kids and eight grandkids, “none of 
whom are currently incarcerated,” Ed joked.

Their youngest daughter recently graduated from 
Aledo High School and is “confused” at the University of 
Arkansas. Two other daughters in college – one is playing 
soccer at OSU and the other is finishing up at Tarleton 
State University.

 “Our family does not have much leisure time,” said 
Ed. “Between being the CEO of FIT USA and being the 
sole source of labor at The Pale Horse, a family cow/
calf operation, there is little time. However, all the kids 
and grandkids try to get together and travel. We all spent 
a couple of weeks in Costa Rico, and last year spent 10 
days in Scotland. No one was arrested.”

Ed said it is hard to know what the future may hold for 
him.

 “No one can see tomorrow, and nothing can be done 
about yesterday because it is done and gone,” he said. 
“Today is all we have.”

Continued from page 68
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help you plan out your 
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If  You 

Need Us

Misty Plowman Engel

Tim Fisher

there. So the sentencing was at 8:30. 
We got there early. The courtroom 
was full of all these ragtag vets but I 
told them all to be respectful. Judge 
Buchmeyer came in and they had a 
list of all the people they were to deal 
with and the judge said, ‘Steve Nail 
is first on the list and I want to move 
him to the end of the docket.’ Steve 
looked at me and I looked at him. I 
said, ‘This could be either really good 
or really bad.’

“When it was Steve’s turn, I 
walked up to him and handed him 
his welcome home letter. He said, 
‘You son-of-a-bitch, where did you 
find that?’ I said he needed to read it 
and I said, ‘Welcome home, Steve.’” 

Judge Buchmeyer said that he’d 
read all the material that Lane had 
given him and was shocked to learn 
that the government had done so 
little to help the Vietnam vets. He 
told the marshals to unshackle Nail. 
They said, “But Judge!” He said, “I 
said unshackle him! Steve, do you 
have family?”

Nail said, “Yes sir, my mother 

and two sisters are here. My father is 
dead.” 

Judge Buchmeyer said, “Well, I 
want you to come to my conference 
room.” Judge Buchmeyer said, “I’m 
shocked that I didn’t know what 
the government was doing for the 
Vietnam vets, but I can do more.” 
He said, “Jim, I want you to find a 
penitentiary that has Vietnam veter-
ans in it and that have some sort of 
program set up to help them to deal 
with PTSD. I am going to send Steve 
to diagnostics in Missouri and by 
the time he is finished there, I want 
you to tell me where I should send 
Steve.”

Lane found a penitentiary in 
Bastrop that deals with Vietnam vets. 
So, Lane told the judge about the 
program and he said that he would 
send Nail there.

About every three months the 
judge would call Lane and ask, 
“Have you checked on Steve? Do 
you know how he is doing?” 

Lane would say, “’No judge. Do 
you want me to?’ So I called and 
they said he was doing well. Judge 
Buchmeyer asked, ‘When do you 

think we should let him go?’”
So about a year later, Judge 

Buchmeyer called Lane and said 
it was about time that Steve come 
home. He’d gotten a letter from the 
program director that said he was 
doing really good. He said he was 
going to bring him back. 

“At the time, I was the chairman 
of the parade committee for Pioneer 
Days,” Jim Lane said. “I had decided 
that I would make the Last Patrol of 
the Vietnam Veterans the honorary 
patrol.”

 There was quite a story about 
it all that appeared in the paper 
because it was the first time they had 
really ever been acknowledged and 
Judge Buchmeyer had read the story.

“I was in the judge’s chamber and 
Judge Buchmeyer said, ‘I read about 
your parade!’ I said, ‘Yes sir. It’s the 
first time the vets will be honored.’ 
He said, ‘Well, don’t you think Steve 
should go to that?’ I said, ‘Well sir, 
Steve’s in prison!’ He said, ‘Well, I 
can fix that.’ I said, ‘Judge his family 
doesn’t have the money to hire the 
U.S. Marshals to take him.’ He said, 
‘No, he doesn’t need any of that. I’m 

Continued from page 80
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going to put you in charge of him.’ 
I said, ‘Me? How am I going to do 
that?’ He picked up the phone and 
said, ‘Come on in.’ It was the U.S. 
Marshal. The judge said, ‘Deputize 
Lane.’ They used to have this deal 
they used to give little kids that said, 
‘I promise to listen to my mom and 
dad, etc.’ They made me sign that. 
The judge said, ‘I am going to have 
them release him at 6 a.m. the day 
of the parade and he will need to be 
at the back door of the jail there.’ 
I said, ‘OK, what do you want me 
to do with him? The parade will be 
over by 3 p.m.’ He said, ‘Well, that’s 
too early. I think he needs to stay 
with some friends for a while.’ I said, 
‘Well, I’m afraid they will be drinking 
beer.’ The judge said that he could 
have one beer. Lane said, ‘I’ve never 
seen a bunch of vets drink just one 
beer!’ Judge said, ‘Lane, I thought 
you were smarter than that. I never 
said how big the container had to 
be!’”

So at 6 a.m. Lane pulled up to the 
back door of the jail and they pushed 
Nail out and he said, “Jim, what the 
heck is going on?” Lane said, “Get in 

the car. You are going to a parade. 
Your clothes are in the backseat.”

Nail was in the big star, the last 
patrol of the parade. “Then we went 
to a beer joint,” Lane said. “It was 
The Picking Parlor off Exchange 
where the general store is now. We 
were there all afternoon. Steve drank 
beer out of a big galvanized contain-
er. I asked the judge what time I had 
to have him back? He said, ‘Well, 
I don’t know … Have him back by 
midnight.’ I said, ‘Midnight?’ He 
said, “Yeah, I need him back by 
midnight.’” 

On Monday the judge called and 
asked Lane how it went and he said 
it went fine. He told Lane, “Well, I 
have to send him back to Bastrop 
before I can release him so here is 
what I want you to do. Get a blonde 
and a bottle of champagne and a 
limousine. Then I want you to go get 
Steve from the prison and I want you 
to take a picture of Steve with the 
blonde and the champagne in front 
of the sign of the Bastrop Federal 
Petitionary.” 

The judge sentenced Nail to work 
at the vet center with the veterans 

there. He worked with the vets there 
for two years. 

One of the FBI agents was so 
engaged with the Nail case, that he 
decided to go to law school. When 
he finished, he was hired by IBM. 
One of the first people he hired was 
Steve Nail. 

The gorgeous law clerk, Wendy 
Davis, of course became Texas State 
Senator Wendy Davis and she never 
forgot the Steve Nail case. 

“Wendy talked to me about that 
case, saying it affected the judge 
more than any other case she had 
seen,” Lane said. 

When Wendy was in the senate, 
the senator from San Antonio was 
going to sponsor the veterans court, 
and he asked Wendy to study the 
veterans court idea and find out what 
that and PTSD were all about. She 
said, ‘I don’t have to. I had a first-
hand lesson in that.’ So, she co-spon-
sored the bill. Fort Worth was the first 
place that one was built.”

Every year until Judge Buchmeyer 
died in 2009, the FBI agent, Steve 
Nail, Jim Lane and Jim’s wife, Janet, 
would go and have dinner with him.
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man.” Besides Karnack, she has trav-
eled to Amarillo, Midland-Odessa, 
Marshall, Whitesboro, across North 
Texas, the Panhandle and New 
Mexico, looking for stores and oppor-
tunities to talk about Whisper Works 
and show stock owners firsthand that 
it really works.

“Several of the open doors I’ve 
had have been with folks who 
remembered their families turning 
their pigs out on a wood ash pile, as 
a way to worm them,” she said. “I 
think that the innovation isn’t that it 
is a radically new concept, but it’s 
actually a fresh approach, reintroduc-
ing old-school remedies that work 
now that the newer chemical solu-
tions are failing.”

The activated charcoal in Whisper 
Works is able to bind a variety of 
toxins — viruses, bacteria, fungi and 
chemicals — to prevent their absorp-
tion into the body and bloodstream. 
That results in reduced gastrointesti-
nal inflammation and vastly improved 
internal function of the animal’s 
kidneys and digestive tract without 

the potentially harmful side effects of 
chemical treatments.

Charmaine said unfortunately 
some owners don’t consider the harm 
pharmaceuticals may cause their live-
stock while still not effectively treat-
ing the problems.

“It is easy to assume we are doing 
the very best because that’s what we 
have been taught,” she said. “But 
you rotate wormers, and if it doesn’t 
work you do it more often, and then 
do different kinds of treatments more 
often as well. I’ve been guilty of it 
myself,” said Charmaine, a horse 
owner and former barrel racer who 
has lived her entire life around and 
raising horses.

“It’s actually made the problem 
bigger. I think people right now are 
more aware that a natural approach 
is a better approach that actually 
does work. The natural homeopathic 
approach may not be optimal with 
every condition, every situation, all 
the time, across the board. But in 
this specific area, natural products 
make perfect sense. People have 
seen amazing results, so they are 

completely open to it.”
Charmaine and Whisper Works 

recently produced several commer-
cials that have been airing on The 
Cowboy Channel as part of the 
RFD-TV family and can be found on 
the Whisper Works YouTube channel 
as well.

“I am looking for more opportuni-
ties to be able to share the science 
behind using these products, why 
they work and why it’s different. I 
think people are accustomed now to 
seeing there is an effective, natural 
alternative.”

Whisper Works is available as 
a wormer for horses and in a small 
livestock blend for treating llamas, 
alpacas, donkeys, sheep, goats, deer, 
pigs, rabbits and dogs. There are also 
products to heal damaged hooves, 
support healthy joints and tendons 
and maintain optimal blood oxygen 
levels.

For more information about 
Whisper Works, or to purchase 
online, visit WhisperWorksUSA.
com or call 1-833-WSPR-WRX (977-
7979).
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Dan: I was trying felony cases 
with my good friend and then-District 
Attorney Mac Smith before I ever 
graduated from law school. I was 
a third-year law student and came 
back to my lifelong home county to 
intern in the district attorney’s office. 
We had an incredible seven-year run 
together. How many young lawyers 
ever get the chance to try big cases 
before they are out of law school?

Tom: I had no intention of prac-
ticing family law when I started. I 
did a variety of things. In 1983, my 
father, who did primarily real estate 
at the time, and I joined with Don 
Chrestman and Dan Carney. After 
some discussion about dividing prac-
tice areas, I ended up taking all the 
family law. That continued through 
our association with Mac Smith and 
is still the case decades later.

PCT: If practicing with a partner 
or firm, how did that partnership 
form, or why did you choose the firm 
you are practicing/partnered with?

Dan: In 1984, after seven years 
in the district attorney’s office, I was 
a young father and needed to make 
a career move for my family. Former 
County Judge Gabe Vick had taken 
me under his wing as a mentor. I had 
become good friends with his son, 
Tom, and with Don Chrestman. The 
four of us decided to form Vick, Vick, 
Chrestman and Carney. Those were 
great years with excellent attorneys 
just down the hall from me. Don 
was our partner for 16 years until the 
voters made him our district judge 
for a decade in 2000. In 16 years of 
practice with him I never had a single 
angry episode with Don. He is as 
steady as a rock. Tom Vick would go 
on to be elected president of the State 
Bar of Texas. I’m so proud of him. 
Roy Grogan was of counsel to our 
firm for many years. He was truly Mr. 
Weatherford! I will always be grateful 
to Roy for so much kindnesses and 
many life lessons. Mac Smith later 
joined the firm for many years and 
we renewed our tag-team approach 
from those early days — what incred-
ible fun we have had together.

Tom: I practiced law with my 
father until his death and with Dan 
Carney for 37 years. We have never 
had an argument about anything. I 

cannot imagine having it any other 
way. In 1983, Dan was leaving the 
Parker County District Attorney’s 
Office after serving as Mac Smith’s 
assistant. Don Chrestman was a solo 
practitioner with a background in oil 
and gas and transactional work. My 
father owned a title company and 
was practicing real estate law. The 
four of us came together and had a 
full-service firm immediately ready to 
serve Parker County and North Texas.

PCT: What is the biggest chal-
lenge to practicing law today? What 
have been the biggest changes, 
good or bad, you have seen since 
you started practicing? What do you 
believe makes you successful in this 
profession? What are the most impor-
tant traits/characteristics needed to 
be a successful attorney? Why would 
someone want you as their attorney?

Dan: You hear it from experi-
enced attorneys all the time: the 
days of the handshake and trusting 
the word of your opposing attorney 
are gone. To some extent there is 
a degree of truth there. However, I 
have been so blessed and fortunate 
to have spent my career principally 
in Parker County. My opposing coun-
sel are good people and honorable 
prosecutors. I have known every one 
of them since their first day on the 
job here: John Forrest, Jeff Swain, 
Don Schnebly, Natalie Barnett, Phil 
Trew, Glen Wilson, Frank Edwards, 
Kathleen Cantania, Abby Placke, Ken 
Hanson, Kelly Bradford, Susan Pruett, 
Travis Warner and their diligent staff. 
You build relationships with these 
attorneys. They come to trust your 
word if you have demonstrated that 
they can. You work every day to 
preserve your name. That is what 
works to the benefit of the citizens 
you represent.

Tom: The most profound changes 
have been the technological advanc-
es in the way we practice law. That 
has created many efficiencies in the 
practice. With the advent of e-filing 
in the courts, the practice of law is 
almost entirely paperless and can 
be managed from laptops and hand-
held devices anywhere in the world. 
During this pandemic we have also 
learned we can appear at meetings 
and court settings remotely. What 
will never change is the value of 

meeting with clients face-to-face. 
At the end of the day, the cases we 
handle are personal. Our clients 
know we value the relationships we 
build with them while representing 
them. The practice of family law 
requires a measure of empathy while 
maintaining objectivity. Clients want 
to know the truth about their case 
even if it is sometimes difficult to 
hear. Maintaining a totally honest 
dialogue and helping clients manage 
their expectations about the outcome 
is key.

PCT: Where do you see yourself 
in five years? 10 years?

Dan: I see myself on the north-
west corner of the Weatherford 
Courthouse Square at 111 York Ave. 
behind the same desk I have used in 
the exact same office since 1984.

Tom: Several years ago Holly 
Hearn joined our firm to litigate 
contested family law matters. She has 
a decade of experience handling diffi-
cult and high-profile cases throughout 
North Texas. She is incredibly talent-
ed and brings a renewed excitement 
and energy to the practice of law. So 
with Holly on our team, in 10 years 
I expect to still be practicing law at 
111 York Ave. in Weatherford, Texas.

PCT: What advice would you 
have for people considering a law 
career as an attorney?

Dan: Be prepared to work hard 
and for long hours. Most will not 
become extremely wealthy, but if you 
work and if you keep your word, you 
will succeed.

Tom: Study hard and be the best 
you can be in the field you have 
chosen. You need to have an open 
mind and be open to change.

PCT: What do you/your family 
enjoy doing in your spare/leisure 
time?

Dan: We are an outdoor family. 
We love to spend time at the hunt-
ing and fishing ranch. We travel 
a lot. I have taken them to Alaska 
with me where Sandy and I go every 
summer. Like most grandparents, our 
Ashtyn, Callen, Aly and Henley are a 
tremendous part of our lives. Oh, did 
I mention our 2020 Peaster graduate, 
Ashtyn Carney Sweatt, has made her 
career choice … attorney-at-law (big 
smile).

Tom: Travel.

Continued from page 56
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Practicing law in the world of COVID-19 has brought 
about changes to the legal system, some that could 
become permanent.

“We will start to see more online dockets and pleas 
and maybe even a growth in online jury trials,” Herreth 
said.

As for advice he might give young people considering 
embarking on a law career?

“Sometimes, the price of law school is not worth it,” 
he said. “Make sure you have a plan in place for how to 
make money when you graduate. Student loan debt can 
be crippling if you’re not prepared. If you’re opening your 
own firm immediately have at least three revenue streams 
built into your firm to survive the first couple of years. 
This means handling more than just criminal cases; you’ll 
have to do CPS cases and probably family law as well.”

Unsure what the future holds, Herreth said he wants 

Continued from page 58 to continue serving the Parker County community for 
years to come.

“If I am blessed enough to still be around, I will be 
fighting for someone, you can count on that,” he said. 
“Some attorneys would like to be judges. I have toyed 
with the idea and I hope to be able to serve my commu-
nity in some way for the rest of my life. Right now, and 
for the foreseeable future, I will serve the residents of 
Parker County as I have done for the past five years — by 
fighting for each of them in court, by making sure our 
police officers are of the highest caliber, and by making 
sure no innocent person has to live with a criminal 
conviction on their record.”

When not in court or negotiating a deal on behalf of 
his clients, Herreth said he enjoys producing podcasts 
with Andrew Decker called “Andrew and Andrew on 
Texas Criminal Defense,” and hiking in a state or national 
park somewhere — hunting, fishing, biking, running or 
working out.

ences looking for ways to prove or 
defend varying legal theories. Today 
the Internet, and various electronic 
subscription services, allow you to 
quickly search and find even the 
most trivial of legal nuggets right from 
your desk. Technology allows groups 
of similar attorneys, whether they be 
prosecutors, defense attorneys, or 
civil litigators, to share information or 
seek out answers to questions from 
other attorneys.”

A downside of modern technol-
ogy is that you are always on call, he 
said.

 “Sometimes it’s nice to unplug 
and recharge,” DuBoise said. “And 
I won’t even begin to comment on 
the effects of the pandemic on the 
practice of law. This is the craziest 
thing I’ve ever experienced in terms 
of practically a full shutdown of the 
judicial system.”

A case DuBoise prosecuted while 
with the Parker County District 
Attorney’s Office stands out for him.

 “The case that stands out in my 
mind was the prosecution of a man 
who sexually abused three of his 
biological daughters here in Parker 
County,” he said. “He was ultimately 

charged and convicted of 40 or 
more specific acts of sexual abuse 
and received a sentence that ensures 
he will die in prison. Working that 
case with Assistant District Attorney 
Kathleen Catania and finding a way 
to help those three young ladies out 
of a horrific situation is among my 
proudest moments.”

DuBoise hopes over the next five 
years to still be actively practicing 
law, but said who knows what the 
future might bring.

 “I’ve been approached about 
running for a judgeship — but you 
never know what the future holds,” 
he said. “In 10 years, I hope that I’m 
working (to a limited degree) with my 
youngest son in our own law practice 
and traveling to see my oldest son 
wherever in the world Uncle Sam 
stations him.”

Asked what advice he might offer 
someone considering a law career 
as an attorney, DuBoise replied, “To 
go into it with your eyes wide open. 
It’s not what you see portrayed in 
films and movies. As a young lawyer, 
the hours are long and the pay not 
always exceptional. The best thing 
you can do is find a mentor who 
teaches you how to actually ‘practice 

law’ and soak up their knowledge.”
DuBoise is a member of the Texas 

Criminal Defense Lawyers, Parker 
County Bar and Tarrant County Bar. 
He is a deacon and chair of the 
Finance Committee at Lakeshore 
Baptist Church.

In their leisure time before the 
pandemic, Robert and Jolene enjoyed 
daily workouts together at a gym.

 “Now we spend most of our free 
time working in the yard and around 
the house,” he said. “We both love 
food and have spent more time 
recently experimenting with different 
recipes and cooking methods while 
cooped up. We love to travel and 
look forward to being able to resume 
that as well.”

He believes his experience and 
relationships will continue to carry 
him onward and upward.

 “I think people hire me and this 
firm because of our competency in 
what we do,” DuBoise said. “Clients 
know that my advice is based upon 
decades of experience and hundreds 
of trials. Clients know that we not 
only work here, but that we live 
here and have friends throughout the 
community.”

Continued from page 60

“Social justice cannot be attained by violence. 
Violence kills what it intends to create” 

— Pope John Paul II




