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The people of Parker County tend to love their animals more than they love 
most people. The fact that Parker Countians are spending more money on pets 
than ever before, ranking companionship, undonditional love, company and affec-
tion is among the greatest benefit to owning a pet. 

We’ve found that Parker County pet owners tend to have the same intense 
focus on health and wellness for their furry companions as they do for themselves 
and their families. 

Whether your beloved pet is a powerful performance horse or a perky 
Pomeranian, PC has an extraordinary vet fully-equipped to keep your pet in tip-
top shape. 

On the national level, 85 million families, or 67% of U.S. households, own a 
pet. It doesn’t matter if that pet happens to be a Yorkie or a Clydesdale, pets are 
what drive people to spend billions each year on pet supplies, grooming and vet 
care. On the local level there are strong indicators that in Parker County, those 
trends are even stronger, because we highly value the great vets who provide 
care for them when they need it the most.

It’s the vets that brave every kind of weather to tend to our animals- the folks 
that make our pets feel better when they’re hurt or sick. They are the one who 
nurse them back to health. They deliver our fowls, our puppies, and sometimes 
a snake or two. They work all hours of the night to make sure our favorite family 
members are well taken care of. When it’s time for our pets to cross over, they 
help ease them out of life with empathy and dignity. 

Most of us consider our vets to be part of our family. We rely on them, we 
trust them, and now, we honor them.

Medical Heroes
Caring For All Creatures 

Great and Small
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  our professionals: SPECIAL SECTION: VETERINARIANS

By MARSHA BROWN, MELANIE MCCRARY, MELISSA MOORMAN
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  our professionals: VETERINARIANS

Relocating before the population 
boom, Dr. Darryl McEndree moved 

to Aledo with his parents in the 1970s. 
“I spent a lot of time with my 

grandfather on his farm caring for his 
animals. I was mesmerized by the things 
his veterinarian could do. It shaped my 
life from there,” said Dr. McEndree.

His parents told him he began tell-
ing people at the ripe old age of 7 or 8 
that he wanted to be a veterinarian. After 
graduating from Aledo High School he 
continued his education close to home 
at Weatherford College before head-
ing off to get his undergraduate degree 
from Texas Tech. From there he traveled 
to Texas A&M, attending vet school in 
College Station.

Although he worked in a mixed clinic 
for 15 years, Clear Fork is a small-animal 
practice caring for cats and dogs and 
their owners. He learned more than a 
decade ago when he made a career    
change that caring for only small    
animals allows him to have a more regular schedule and 
not be called out to care for livestock in the middle of the 
night. 

His practice is a three-member team approach that 
encompasses the animal, its owner and the medical staff. 

“The vet is supposed to know the animal backwards 
and forwards – all the medical and science side of it. 
The animal actually has the condition or [is] there for the 
wellness check. And then there is the owner. The owner 
lives with that animal. We have to communicate with 
them, and they with us. We have to be able to commu-
nicate when emotions are high and also when they have 
stories they want to share, to tell us things that they are 
proud of. We also have to be able to tell what the pet is 
telling us, since they can’t speak to us. They tell us things 
very subtly. So it’s true that we treat both the pet and its 
owner and give them options based on what we find,” Dr. 
McEndree said.

He said the practice of veterinary science has changed 
from when he was in school.

“The technology has changed since then, and contin-
ues to change daily. We used to have to send a patient 
into a referral center to get an abdominal ultrasound 
done. But I now have handheld ultrasound that fits on 
my iPad that does color-flow Doppler,” he said. “I think 
before long Parker County will be getting some specialty 

Clear Fork Vet Hospital 
Dr. Darryl McEndree
By MELISSA MOORMAN

hospitals so we won’t have to refer all of our specialty 
cases into the Metroplex.”

The families of his furry patients rave about the quality 
and service they receive at Clear Fork. 

Dr. McEndree said he believes in being transparent 
with the pet’s family and providing them with treatment 
options and taking time to discuss those options. He 
shares all of the news, both the good and the bad. 

“Instead of talking to them as a ‘doctor,’ I just get 
eye-to-eye with my clients and say to them that we are 
a team. We need to work as a team. We can chart out 
a plan together and then reassess and see if we need to 
change the plan or if it worked successfully. I try to be 
very humble and I believe I’m really blessed to be able to 
work with God’s creatures,” he explained.

He’s also very proud of the team that he’s assembled 
at the clinic. 

“I will tell you I am working with the best team in 21 
years of practicing vet medicine. They are doing a great 
job and are very dedicated,” he said.

Clear Fork Veterinary Clinic opened its doors on May 
21, 2018. Early on Dr. McEndree had some concerns 
about the new location, but he wisely listened to his wife, 
who assured him he wouldn’t be disappointed. With all 
of the growth happening across the highway at Walsh and 
Morningstar and throughout the rest of the county, he will 
have lots of family pets to care for in the years to come.



CLEAR FORK 
VETERINARY
CLINIC

YOUR PET.
OUR PASSION.

We believe the best care for
your pet comes from a
lifetime approach, supported
by the guidance of a trusted
veterinary team.

Mon-Fri 8:00 am- 5:30 pm
Sat 8:00 am- 12:00 pm
(817) 678-5190
8400 East I-20
Aledo, TX 76008
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  our professionals: VETERINARIANS

“Horses lend us 
the wings we lack”

— Unknown

For Rudy Madrigal, the pursuit of 
veterinary medicine—particu-

larly the science of keeping horses in 
top shape—started at a young age. 
Growing up around racehorses and 
observing firsthand the issues that 
arise from keeping them in shape 
inspired the future top Parker County 
vet to pursue his Bachelors of Science 
at Texas A&M University in 2008, 
followed by an incomplete Master’s 
of Science. He officially achieved his 
childhood ambitions in 2013, when he 
received his DVM (Doctor of Veterinary 
Medicine) from Texas A&M College of 
Veterinary Medicine.

But that wasn’t the end of newly-minted Dr. Madrigal’s 
schooling. After receiving his DVM, he gained valuable 
hands-on experience through an equine rotating intern-
ship at Louisiana State University School of Veterinary 
Medicine before returning to Texas A&M for a large 
animal internal medicine residency. He was ACVIM 
(American College of Veterinary Internal Medicine) board-
ed in 2018.

During the course of his schooling, Dr. Madrigal’s 
interest in internal veterinary medicine began to grow 
and, as a result, he began to move towards specializing in 
that field. His increasing interest in different body systems 
and neonatal medicine eventually brought him back to 
his home state of Texas, particularly the Parker County 
area.

Once back in Texas, Dr. Madrigal landed at Equine 
Sports Medicine & Surgery, where his specialty is equine 
internal medicine, including but not limited to neonates, 
endocrinopathies, neurologic, respiratory, cardiac and 
gastrointestinal issues in horses. His areas of interest 
include neonatal medicine, endocrinopathies and ultra-
sonography, particularly cardiac imaging. In other words, 
this vet knows his way around the inside of a horse. In 
total, the practice employs more than 70 doctors and 
staff.

As for other areas of special expertise, Dr. Madrigal 
deals with pituitary pars intermedia dysfunction (PPID), 

Equine Sports Medicine & Surgery (ESMS) 
Dr. Rudy Madrigal, DVM, DAVIM
By MELANIE MCCRARY

also known as equine Cushing’s, and equine metabolic 
syndrome (EMS).

“I love working on horses and being able to see them 
grow into their full potential in the case of foals,” says Dr. 
Madrigal. “Or being able to get a horse back to its previ-
ous job, if that’s in the backyard, show ring or racetrack.”

When asked about the qualities pet and horse owners 
should look for in a vet, Dr. Madrigal stressed the impor-
tance of trust: “In order to have a successful veterinary-
client-patient relationship, there needs to be mutual trust. 
Being comfortable with the diagnostics and treatment 
plans, as well as having a clear end goal between the 
veterinarian and client, is crucial.”

Equine Sports Medicine & Surgery comes highly 
recommended both by its clients and staff. As for what 
makes ESMS a top veterinary pick in Parker County, Dr. 
Madrigal emphasizes the expertise of the staff and the 
quality of care for the animals: “ESMS is a diverse group 
of veterinarians, including multiple specialists and veteri-
narians with special interest, working together as a group 
with a common goal of doing what is best for the horse in 
order to get a successful outcome.”

For more information on Equine Sports Medicine & 
Surgery, visit their website or follow them on Facebook 
and Instagram.



2991 W. Interstate 20 South Frontage Rd  •  Weatherford, TX 76087    
WWW.EQUINESPORTSMEDICINE.COM  •  817.596.2829

EQUINE SPORTS MEDICINE & SURGURY

BECAUSE YOUR HORSE MATTERS
Sports Medicine | Surgery | Internal Medicine | Hyperbaric Oxygen Therapy 

 Field Medicine | Race Horse Medicine | Dentistry

Dr. Rudy Madrigal
is here to serve you!

Dr Rudy Madrigal attended Texas A&M University for his under-
graduate and graduated with his DVM in 2013 from Texas A&M 
College of Veterinary Medicine. He then went on to complete an 
equine rotating internship at Louisiana State University School of 
Veterinary Medicine before returning back to Texas A&M for a 
large animal internal medicine residency. During his residency, he 
was involved with research looking at Rhodococcus equi in foals 
and equine metabolic disease. He became a diplomat of American 
College of Veterinary Internal Medicine in 2018.

Dr Madrigal has worked at an equine exclusive practice near Hous-
ton and as an ultrasonographer at a referral practice in Northern 
California. His professional interests include neonatal medicine and 
equine endocrinopathies. Dr Madrigal grew up in Texas with his 
family being involved in racing Quarter Horses.
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  our professionals: VETERINARIANS

Texas Coalition for Animal Protection 
Creating Healthier Pets and Feral Animal Populations

BY MELISSA MOORMAN

Texas Coalition for Animal Protection is not 
a traditional veterinary practice but is still 

included as one of our top 10 vets. TCAP is a 
nationally recognized nonprofit 501c3 organiza-
tion that provides low-cost spay and neutering 
services, dog and cat vaccinations, microchip-
ping and heartworm testing and prevention. 
TCAP has eight locations in North Texas includ-
ing a storefront location in Parker County.

“Last year, across all eight locations, we were 
able to spay and neuter 63,410 cats and dogs,” 
said Tiffany Ditto, TCAP marketing coordinator.

TCAP opened its location on Main Street in 
Weatherford in 2016 after years of work in local 
shelters and recognizing a need for dog and 
cat health services for those not able to afford a 
full-service vet.

“What sets us apart is our mission and our 
compassion. Unlike other vets, our services are 
hyper-focused,” said Tiffany. “We are not trying 
to replace full-service vets. We’re on a mission 
to end pet overpopulation and improve commu-
nity animal welfare by providing low-cost 
spays, neuters, and vaccines to North Texas pet 
owners.

“We came to Parker County in 2016 because 
we saw a need in that area for low-cost services 
and wanted to answer that call,” she contin-
ued. “At TCAP, we try to position our clinics 
where we are able to do the most-good for 
the community and reach those who need our 
services most.” 

She also shared the health benefits of getting 
your pets spayed or neutered.

“It prevents unwanted litters, eliminating 
unnecessary euthanasia in animal shelters, but 
also can lessen the chances of certain health 
conditions such as cancer,” she explained. 
“It decreases the risk of female dogs and cats 
getting mammary and uterine cancers. In male 
dogs, neutering significantly decreases the risk 
of testicular cancer.

“TCAP costs around 70% less than what a 
traditional vet would charge, and we are really 

trying to reach those who would not otherwise 
seek care for their pet,” said Tiffany. “We try to 
reach those who aren’t able to afford services at 
a full-service provider. They wouldn’t be able to 
go and get their pets spayed and neutered.”

TCAP is able to provide subsidized savings at 
its clinics thanks to the generosity of its donors 
and sponsors. The organization wants to be 
a resource for the community and, in Parker 
County, works with a number of other nonprofit 
groups like Weatherford Whiskers. 

The group also has a Feral Fix Program for 
community cats. Each surgery day, the clinic 
will fix the first 12 cats brought to them for 
free. Through this program, no appointment is 
required for surgery. However, each cat has to 
be brought in a live trap for the safety of the 
animal and the staff.

“Last year we were able to reduce the popu-
lation of feral cats by 8,354 across North Texas,” 
Tiffany said. Feral cats will receive an ear tip at 
the time of sterilization. The ear tip is a univer-
sal sign that a feral cat has been spayed or 
neutered.

“We are happy to be in Weatherford and 
love all of the pets that come through our door,” 
said Tiffany. “We hope that in the future, we 
will have the resources to be open more days 
in all of our clinics, including the one in Parker 
County. Until then, we are working hard to 
meet the needs in the area.”

The group runs specials on some of its servic-
es and also has a monthly email newsletter. To 
sign up for the newsletter and receive informa-
tion via email on location-specific specials go 
to the website texasforthem.org and look for 
the box to enter your email in the bottom right 
corner of the homepage. The Parker County 
location is at 1302 S. Main Street, Ste. 114, 
in Weatherford. Its walk-in vaccine hours are 
each Thursday and Friday from 9 a.m. to noon. 
To schedule any other service or find out more 
about the Feral Fix Program, call 817-837-4500 
or visit www.texasforthem.org.



Services: 
Spay and neuter, vaccinations, dental cleanings, 
microchips, heartworm testing, flea/tick control

Walk-in vaccine hours: 
Thursdays & Fridays 9 a.m. - 12 p.m. 

BRING COUPON FOR

FREE RABIES VACCINE

1302 S. Main St. #144, Weatherford, TX 76086

*Cannot be combined with other TCAP offers. Limit 1 per household.
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  our professionals: VETERINARIANS

Weatherford Equine Medical Center 
Dr. Heath Qualls, DVM, MS, DAC

All About The Horse, Of Course

Dr. Heath Qualls grew up on 
a registered Angus cattle 

ranch in Stratford, Oklahoma. He 
attended college at Oklahoma 
State University, where he took 
undergraduate courses and 
earned his degree in veterinary 
medicine in 2005. He then 
moved to Texas for an intern-
ship at Weatherford Equine. Dr. 
Qualls was then accepted to a 
residency at Oklahoma State 
University where he achieved 
board certification in Large 
Animal Internal Medicine. His 
master’s degree was obtained 
upon the completion of research 
studying the efficacy of common 
gastrointestinal protectants on 
equine cantharidin toxicosis (blis-
ter beetles).

After residency, Dr. Qualls 
completed a fellowship at 
Hagyard Equine Medical Institute 
in Lexington, Kentucky, where 
he worked on the thorough-
bred industry’s finest athletes in 
the intensive care unit for adults and neonates. He then 
joined an ambulatory practice in Rangiora, New Zealand. 
In New Zealand he assisted in general equine practice 
and provided consultation on difficult internal medicine 
cases to veterinarians on the South Island. 

Upon his return to the United States, he served as a 
senior clinician and instructor of equine internal medicine 
at Washington State University. Dr. Qualls returned to 
Weatherford Equine as head of the Medicine Department. 
He attends to emergencies and critically ill adults and 
neonates in the hospital.

Heath enjoys playing basketball, Crossfit, mission trips 
with his church and training for triathlons and running 
competitions. He is proudly married to Meghan Qualls, 
DVM, CVA, ICVA, who owns Topline Equine. Together 
they have two wonderful children, Tyson and Charlotte.

Weatherford Equine Medical Center is a full-service 
equine practice offering primary and tertiary care services 
to horses from Northeast Louisiana to West Texas, and 
from Southern Oklahoma to Southern Texas. Their servic-
es include general medicine, internal medicine, surgery, 
dentistry, podiatry, reproduction and lameness evaluation. 

They currently have 11 veteri-
narians and nine technicians/
assistants and value high-quality 
equine medicine while offering a 
family atmosphere.

“Since I grew up on a farm, 
the local veterinarian would 
frequently visit for a variety 
of reasons,” said Dr. Qualls. 
“Watching him deliver a live calf 
or suture up a bad laceration 
started my pursuit to become a 
veterinarian at the age of 5.”

Dr. Qualls also added that his 
career gives him the most satis-
faction when he can send home 
a case that had a life-threatening 
condition. “If the horse and 
client are happy, that makes me 
happy!”

In regard to specialized 
training, Dr. Qualls specializes 
in internal medicine, which 
encompasses several disciplines. 
Neurology, cardiology and 
neonatal medicine, to name a 
few. Basically, I take care of the 

critically ill horses, and try my best to pull them through 
their ailment using advanced diagnostics and the latest 
treatment regimens. I attribute all my success to God 
above! He has provided our clinic with a good crew. It is 
crucial to have an amazing team for optimal outcomes. 
My team includes Damaris Hochanedal, a registered 
veterinary technician specialized in internal medicine, 
and numerous hardworking interns. Without them, I 
would not be able to do what I do effectively.

Almost all veterinarians have the best intentions for 
every animal. A client looking for a veterinarian should 
look for one that wants to give the animal the best 
outcome and create a good client-animal-veterinarian 
relationship. There are many factors to that decision, but 
willingness to refer to a specialist, if necessary, for your 
horse’s condition would be at the top.

Having the willingness to refer to each other or anoth-
er clinic is what sets Weatherford Equine apart. With their 
friendly, family environment, they may have three or four 
vets working on one case to ensure the best care is being 
provided.
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1877 Mineral Wells Hwy  |  Weatherford, TX  |   817.594.9100 

Jeffrey Foland DVM, MS, DIPLOMATE ACVS  •  Bruce Hebbert  DVM  

Justin Ritthaler DVM  •  Heath Qualls DVM, MS, DIPLOMATE ACVIM-LA   

      Gabe Young DVM  •  Gabrielle Martin DVM •  Chloe Gates, DVM

Ian Devick DVM, DIPLOMATE ACVS-LA  
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  our professionals: VETERINARIANS

Dr. Steve Hard has been working 
around horses since 1986. With 

a background in high school rodeo, 
Dr. Hard was working towards his 
animal science degree when he start-
ed to feel that the field, at the time, 
was too narrow and began wondering 
just what he was going to do. 

So he approached one of his 
professors for advice on what it 
would be like to go to vet school. The 
professor told him that he probably 
couldn’t even spell some of the drugs 
that are used in veterinary practice. 
From that point on, Dr. Hard was 
determined to prove the professor 
wrong.

 Today, he’s Dr. Steve Hard. He 
has two bachelor’s degrees in Animal 
Science and Veterinary Science as 
well as a DVM and owns his own 
practice, Brazos Equine Services.

With his background in ag and 
horses, Dr. Hard decided early on 
that he wanted to focus on equine 
medicine. When he first came to 
Weatherford, he worked for Dr. Baker 
at Alpha Equine Hospital and gained 
a lot of excellent experience there 
because it was a large practice with 
a huge staff. From there he decided 
to strike out on his own and knew 
he wanted his practice to be “more 
about the personal service rather than 
the volume.”

 Brazos Equine covers general 
wellness as well as a multitude of 
specializations, including lameness, 
digital radiology, dentistry, breeding 
and internal medicine. Dr. Hard 
believes that a client’s vet should be 
able to do just about everything for 
the animal—and that’s what he strives 
to be for his clients. He is particularly 
proud of the fact that “we do embryo 
transfer in a mobile setting, which is 
rare. People like that we can do it at 

Dr. Steve Hard, DVM 
Owner, Brazos Equine Services

‘Hard’ Facts Equal Happy Outcomes
From Beloved Pony to Million Dollar Race Horse, Brazos Equine Provides Top-level Care

their place, and they don’t have to 
haul their mare anywhere.”

 According to Dr. Hard, the best 
part of his job is having the freedom 
to do what he wants to do. With 
such a small practice, he doesn’t 
feel bound to supervising a lot of 
staff, and he is able to operate more 
independently. Though he does see 
people in the office, his “favorite 
aspect is being mobile. Not tied to a 
clinic. I get to leave and always go do 
something different. It’s never routine, 
every day is different.”

When asked what makes his clinic 

the best choice, Dr. Hard modestly 
said: “I don’t know that we are the 
best choice for everyone because 
some people appreciate larger clinic 
settings. But what sets us apart is 
personal service.” He also empha-
sized that while taking pride in his 
wealth of knowledge, he is not afraid 
to send a horse to a specialist if need 
be.

 As for what qualities to look for 
when selecting a vet, Dr. Hard says: 
“I think you should find a vet you 
trust and can communicate well 
with.”
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• Comprehensive care to meet your needs
• Committed to your animal’s care

• Personalized One-on-One Equine Services
• State-of-the-art technology 

to better assist you and your horse.

Serving Parker County Since 1992

— Dr. Steve Hard, DVM —
5255 New Tin Top Rd, Weatherford, TX 76087  |  817.988.0651  |  www.brazosequine.com

From basic to complex care, we have the facilities, resources, 
and expertise to bring out the best in your horse.

We have the facilities and thorough expertise to address your equine needs. 
Our friendly and courteous staff will address issues and nurse your horse back to health.
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I-20 Animal Hospital founder Dr. Randy 
Langerhans has been involved in full-service 

pet medicine for more than 40 years in the 
area. After practicing 35 years in west Fort 
Worth, he relocated and established another 
24/7 hospital here in Parker County more than 
a decade ago.

“I just always felt that everyone’s ‘other 
family member’ deserved the availability of a 
hospital that can provide 24-hour diagnostics, 
surgery, and emergency and critical care,” Dr. 
Langerhans said. The I-20 Animal Hospital is 
the only fully staffed, around-the-clock care 
facility between DFW and Albuquerque, NM.

“We all believe doing what is best for 
our patient is job one,” he explained, “while 
incorporating the ‘human factor’ — since the 
patient’s owner is who will make the final deci-
sion.”

To aid in making a diagnosis and the best course of treat-
ment, the hospital has a full range of the latest diagnostic medi-
cal equipment and technology. This year the hospital has added 
computed tomography (CT scanner) for more advanced diagnos-
tic capabilities. This system is similar to our human counterpart 
and not common in veterinary medicine. Besides having a large 
and complete laboratory and digital radiology (dental radiol-
ogy) setup, I-20 Animal Hospital has video endoscopy and HD 
ultrasonography. The hospital has doctors and staff that have had 
additional training in ultrasonography as well as for the CT scan-
ner. Dr. Langerhans points out that diagnostic equipment does 
not treat the patient’s condition, but the diagnostic information 
aids in the development of a more appropriate treatment plan 
and prognosis which in turn allows for a more informed deci-
sion by the patient’s owner. Though I-20 doctors and technicians 
practice routine wellness and preventative health care, the staff’s 
forte is taking on the more difficult and involved cases.

“There are not many conditions we can’t provide diagnos-
tics, treatment and care for with the experienced, knowledge-
able and skillful staff we have,” Dr. Langerhans said. Emergency 
and critical care, internal medicine, general and advanced 
surgery, advanced dentistry and oncology are other areas of 
expertise.

Dr. Matthew Noland, who has developed his special inter-
est in dentistry over the past several years, performs advanced 
dental procedures, which include periodontics and endodontics 
dentistry, as well as oral surgery.

Many of the cases seen by the I-20 staff are trauma-related: 
fight wounds both extensive and minor, being injured by any 
motorized machine (vehicles most commonly), snake bites, 
head trauma and sudden lameness of unknown origin. Members 
of staff have extensive experience in treating traumatic injuries 

  our professionals: VETERINARIANS

I-20 Animal Hospital
The Pet Hospital That Never Sleeps
I-20 Animal Hospital is Open 24-Hours-a-Day and is A Beacon Of Hope To Worried Pet Owners

that require extensive diagnostics and treat-
ment. These conditions can include problems 
with the gastrointestinal system, cardiopul-
monary system, kidneys, urinary system, liver, 
spleen, immune system and hormonal systems 
as well as toxicities and cancer. In many 
instances, the patient’s condition will require 
IV fluids, hospitalization and critical care, 
continuous oxygen therapy or a transfusion of 
blood or plasma, whether due to trauma or an 
internal medical condition.

“We try to keep blood, plasma and anti-
venom on hand at all times for dogs and 
cats because when the patient needs it, it is 
usually immediately and can be the differ-
ence between life or death,” Dr. Langerhans 
said. The hospital has a large pharmacy that 
has many drugs that are not common in most 

veterinary practices in order to treat the less common or more 
extensive conditions. I-20 Animal Hospital also utilizes laser 
therapy, which Dr. Langerhans describes as an almost magical 
treatment. It is often used post surgically as well as for wound 
care, joint problems, spinal problems and trauma to aid in pain 
management, inflammation, reduction of swelling and enhanced 
healing.

Whilst being available 24/7 and having the ability to diag-
nose and treat many conditions during day or nighttime hours, 
the hospital and its staff are available for referrals from other 
veterinary practices. Many referrals are for patients in need of 
a hospital setting for diagnostics, extensive or more advanced 
surgery, critical care and emergencies.

“Think of us as an extension of their practice and the coun-
terpart to our human hospitals,” he said. The I-20 doctors try to 
work closely with the area veterinarians in these situations and 
are appreciative of their confidence in I-20 Animal Hospital.

Since I-20 Animal Hospital is a 24/7 facility, at least one or 
two doctors and several support staff are always on-site around-
the-clock for patient care, not just during routine business hours. 
Dr. Langerhans notes that what most people fail to remember 
is how labor-intensive staffing a 24-hour facility to care for 
our injured or critical patients can be. Simply put, I-20 Animal 
Hospital is staffed 168 hours per week every week of the year. 
Because of the scheduling, and trying to keep one’s sanity, it 
is not possible to have the same doctors and staff every day of 
the week. But Langerhans insists that all the doctors work very 
hard at keeping communications concerning patients open and 
collaborative.

“I am very confident in our entire staff providing the utmost 
compassionate care all patients and their owners deserve, and 
we are available anytime there is a need for our help,” Dr. 
Langerhans said. The hospital’s doctors and support staff carry a 
similar belief of being the patient’s advocate.
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General Healthcare Appointments Available    
 Mon-Fri 8:30am-6pm     Sat 8:30am-3pm

I-20animalhospital.com

3713 Fort Worth Hwy    Hudson Oaks, TX

OPEN 24 HOURS
817-341-3331

Doctors and staff on premise 24 hours daily for Emergencies and Critical Care.

Dr. Sallye Gregg   |   Dr. Randy Langerhans

Dr. Johan Steenkamp   |   Dr. Jeff Covington

Dr. Matthew Noland - General and Advanced Dentistry
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The future Dr. James Synowsky was born and raised in 
Fort Worth, but spent most of his spare time growing 

up in Parker County — hunting, fishing, baling hay, riding 
horses and working cattle on his family’s ranch outside 
of Weatherford. He later graduated with honors from 
St. George’s University with his Doctorate of Veterinary 
Medicine after spending his clinical year at Oklahoma 
State University. After completing an internship at Royal 
Vista Southwest, he stayed on there as an associate 
veterinarian before moving back to Texas in 2011 to start 
Champion Equine, LLP.

The year 2017 marked a change for Champion Equine, 
as Dr. Synowsky became the sole owner and transitioned 
the business to the current Champion Embryo Transfer 
Service so that they could focus on what truly sets them 
apart. “There are plenty of facilities that do a great job at 
breeding horses,” said Dr. Synowsky. “So we decided to 
not do the donor mare management, the breeding, the AI 
and all of that in order to focus on the recipient mare and 
embryo side of the process. That allows us to focus on 
what we do and hopefully do an even better job at it.”

The added focus has paid off, as Champion Embryo 
has grown considerably over the last few years while still 
managing to stress the importance of customer service. 
According to Dr. Synowsky, “Our clients are not just a 
number, even though our horses do have collar numbers.”

Champion Embryo has a variety of clientele, but the 
great majority are people for whom horses are as much 
a business as a passion. “To do embryo transfer, it’s not 
cheap,” Dr. Synowsky admitted. “It is, in a lot of ways, a 
luxury item, so to speak. Although there are some people 
who just love their horses so much and don’t want them 
to have to carry, the majority of the embryos are coming 
from donor mares that have made themselves exceptional 
in some way, whether they were on the track winning 
money … they have set themselves out there [and] are 
very valuable horses.”

There are a number of reasons the owner of an 
“exceptional” horse might choose to do a donor mare 
transfer. For one, they can start their reproductive career 
much earlier and lengthen it considerably as they age. 
Instead of taking an entire year off to have a baby, it only 
takes about a month for a mare to be bred, flushed and 
for her embryo to be transferred to a recipient, meaning 
that she can return to competition much more quickly. 
It also offers the opportunity to get multiple foals on 
the ground in one year, since the process can be done 
consecutively. 

Dr. James A. Synowsky, DVM 
Owner Of Champion Embryo Transfer Service

Helps Great Horses Get The Best Possible Start

As for the future of Champion Embryo, Dr. Synowsky 
would like to continue the business’s growth “yet still 
make sure that we continue the success rates and custom-
er service that we’ve had — where our horses and clients 
aren’t just numbers, they’re people and mares. I’d like to 
continue our growth and accommodate the needs of our 
clientele while still maintaining those core values that we 
built our business and our reputation on.”

Regarding how Dr. Synowsky feels about what he 
does, he says: “I enjoy it. To be able to see the pregnan-
cies from those successful transfers, it is rewarding.”

By and large, breeding season is year-round at 
Champion Embryo, but Dr. Synowsky admits there is 
usually a slump sometime around July. That’s usually 
when necessary maintenance work is done, and when 
the doctor tries to take some much-needed down time. In 
his spare time, Dr. Synowsky enjoys golfing and spending 
time with his wife, and he is also currently serving as the 
first mayor of Dennis, Texas.

  our professionals: VETERINARIANS

By MARSHA BROWN and MELANIE MCCRARY
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817-599-5999 | 500 SUGAR TREE DR | LIPAN, TX 76462

JAMES A. SYNOWSKY, DVM

ChampionETS.com
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Kevin Gursky, DVM 
Gursky Performance Equine Veterinary Services

Proudly Serving Northern Texas And The World

  our professionals: VETERINARIANS

A Texas A&M alumnus, Dr. Kevin Gursky is enjoying 
his third year of his second career. His first career led 

the Springtown native to 
go back to school and 
to a passion for making 
horses well.

“I was a farrier for 
25 years,” Dr. Gursky 
said. “I was working 
on a founder case of a 
number of horses [with] 
several vets involved. I 
noticed that every vet 
treated founder differ-
ently and usually what-
ever they did… didn’t 
work and whenever 
the people got tired of 
paying all that money 
and seeing no improve-
ment in their horses they 
would end up putting 
them down.”

Founder occurs due to a lack of blood flow in the 
laminae which produces swelling and inflammation in 
the hoof. Over time, the cells of the laminae are damaged 
because of the lack of oxygen and nutrients in the blood. 
If you don’t catch the problem right away in the early 
stages of founder, the laminae will begin to die and cause 
even more problems and extreme pain to the horse.

“I already had a bachelor’s degree,” Dr. Gursky said, 
adding that he talked over the possibility of returning to 
school and becoming a vet. His wife, Dea, encouraged 
him. He applied and was accepted into Texas A&M.

Today, Equine Podiatry is Dr. Gursky’s focus. “I treat 
colic… I treat a lot of things, but my passion is podiatry,” 
he said.

“I’m a mobile vet,” he said. “It’s easier on the horses, 
the owners and the vet, usually. I’ll take some horses to 
my place in Jacksboro if they need around the clock care. 
But for the most part, I come to them.”

“A horse is more than a pet or an animal,” Dr. Gursky 
said. “Anyone who has worked with horses, competed 
with, or even just owned a horse knows the power of an 
intimate relationship that’s built between a horse and a 
human. At Gursky Performance Equine we understand 
and cherish that relationship. We believe that with proper 
medical treatment, mechanical and behavior training, it’s 
a relationship that can last decades.”

Gursky has traveled around the country to treat perfor-

mance horses, but has yet to leave the country to treat 
patients.

“Recently I traveled 
to Kentucky to treat 
a horse they flew in 
from Dubai to see me,” 
Gursky said. “I haven’t 
been out of the country, 
although I can go. I’m 
ready.”

Gursky Performance 
Equine Veterinary 
Services is a completely 
mobile veterinary 
service, providing top 
level medicine to the 
entire North Texas 
region. Podiatry services 
are performed nationally 
with 24 hours notice.

What Dr. Gursky 
loves most about his 
career is the people and 

horses that he encounters and helps.
“Horse people are the best people in the world,” he 

said. “I’ve always been horse-crazy myself. I’ve been in 
love with horses since I was a kid. I still am.”

One of the most important qualities people should 
look for when selecting a veterinarian is a caring attitude.

“There’s an old saying: ‘They don’t care what you 
know until they know how much you care.’ Vets all know 
the same stuff basically. Most have gone to the same vet 
school, but it’s their level of caring that makes a differ-
ence.”

Life as a mobile vet has been hectic, filled with joy 
and rewarding experiences, but also some grief. His wife, 
Dea, who had cheered him on through vet school, passed 
away three years ago.

He threw himself into his work.
Dr. Gursky remarried a little over a year ago and he 

and his lovely wife, Krista, welcomed a baby girl they 
named Annalyse.

“She’s a great dancer already,” he said.
Krista has a daughter named Kaitlyn, 20, who Dr. 

Gursky views as his daughter.
When not treating outstanding members of the equine 

world, Dr. Gursky enjoys spending time with his family 
and his own horses.

“I was a horseman before I was a farrier or a vet,” Dr. 
Gursky said. “That was my original passion.”

By MARSHA BROWN
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  our professionals: VETERINARIANS

Palo Pinto Veterinary Clinic 
Drs. Tyler and Gabrielle Martin

Giving Double The Care

As individuals and as a couple, it’s safe to say that a 
lifelong passion for animals is what drives Tyler and 

Gabrielle Martin, the owners of Palo Pinto Veterinary 
Clinic in Mineral Wells.

According to Tyler, his passion for veterinary medicine 
began at home in Texas, where he participated heavily in 
FFA and Agricultural Sciences, leading to his first job as 
a veterinary technician at the age of 15. Gabby grew up 
in Arizona, where she worked for a horse trainer at the 
tender age of 8, eventually teaching riding lessons herself 
before joining and later becoming president of the PreVet 
Club all the way through college. 

Both Tyler and Gabby hold bachelor’s degrees — his 
from Colorado State University, hers from the University 
of Arizona — and both attended veterinary school at 
Colorado State, where their love story began. After gradu-
ation, Tyler performed a rotating mixed-animal internship 
at Alvarado Veterinary Clinic, while Gabby interned at 
Weatherford Equine Medical Center. 

Together, they now own and operate their own clinic, 
which is home to two doctors, two small-animal techni-
cians, one large-animal technician, and two receptionists. 
The cozy clinic treats small animals, small ruminants and 
horses, specializing in a number of fields that include 
difficult medicine cases, orthopedic/soft tissue surgery 
and routine wellness/vaccine exams. Tyler specializes 
in surgery, internal medicine and endocrinology while 
Gabby specializes in equine care, breeding and sports 

medicine. The clinic also offers on-the-farm service for 
their equine and farm animal patients.

“We love the idea of being part of a team that can 
achieve results for people and their animals that some 
thought weren’t possible,” said Tyler when asked about 
what part of his and Gabby’s careers gives them the most 
satisfaction. “Maybe it’s removing a terrible tumor or 
fixing a dog that’s been run over by a car. Whatever it is, 
it’s amazing to bring hope to those people, and it makes 
the long days and hard work worth it!” Whether it’s work-
ing with pet owners at some of their happiest or saddest 
moments, Tyler’s and Gabby’s joy comes from solving 
problems and helping clients and their animals through 
these seemingly impossible circumstances.

When asked what people should look for in a new 
vet, the couple answered, “Integrity, trust, cleanliness and, 
of course, a quality price point.” They further emphasized 
the need to be clear and upfront with your vet about your 
goals for your pet as well as any budget constraints.

As for their own clinic? “We believe that we can 
provide Parker and Palo Pinto County residents with a 
lower-cost veterinary service without sacrificing an ounce 
of quality. We are passionate about providing the best 
quality medicine and surgery to your pets and have dedi-
cated ourselves to remaining affordable. Our philosophy 
has always been ‘The more reasonable your prices are, 
the more business you will have.’ And thus far this philos-
ophy has not let us down.”
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We Welcome Your Best Friend
We offer a full range of services for our equine, bovine, 

and small animal patients.

Call us today to speak to our experienced veterinary staff
to discuss your specific needs. (940) 208-0012

Dr. Tyler Martin | Dr. Gabrielle Martin
215 SE 17th Ave | Mineral Wells, TX 76067 | 940.208.0012

Equine Services | Food Animal Services | Small Animal Services
Emergency / After-Hours Services




