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Planning Your Perfect Wedding
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The Exquisite Wedding of Sawyer 
Burmeister and Chance Hennig
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our cover: BRIDE OF THE YEAR

By MARSHA BROWN
Photos by Amy Zumwalt Photographers

Their romance started off in a very modern  

fashion. He first caught a glimpse of her on 

social media when she appeared on the page 

of a mutual friend, but no matter how modern its 

beginning, theirs eventually became a classic love 

story. 

Meanwhile, Chance Hennig and Sawyer Burmeister 

became Facebook friends, with Chance working to 

persuade Sawyer to have dinner with him. Sawyer 

turned him down, again and again. 

Modern-Day Romance, 
Traditional Wedding

Sawyer’s First
  ‘Chance’
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“He was very persistent but I 
was not giving him the time of day,” 
Sawyer recalls, adding that she was 
taking something of a sabbatical from 
dating, after having just fled from a 
bad relationship. She had thrown 
all of her energy into a career as 
a lobbyist and her career showing 
cutting horses. “I wasn’t interested 
in dating right then. I was in a place 
in my life where I had just come out 
of a relationship, and I was spending 
my time getting back to finding out 
who Sawyer was. I was competing 
(in cutting horse shows) a lot. I was 
happy to not be dating.”

Seven months went by. 
“He was texting and messaging 

me the whole time,” she said.
While attending the wedding of 

a close friend back home in Parker 
County with her mother (Shelly 
Mowery), Sawyer and her mom took 
a stroll outside. 

“My mom said, ‘Sawyer, you are 
going to meet someone, I just know 
you are.’ I said, ‘Mom, I don’t want 
to hear it.’ My mom said, ‘Well you 
are.’”

A few days after Sawyer returned 
home to Austin, Chance asked her 
out again. Again she said, “No.” This 
time, Chance told her, “I’m giving 
up.”

Sawyer’s response?
“No, no, no, no. Don’t give up.”
“This is the last time I’m going to 

ask you out to dinner,” Chance said. 
“If you turn me down this time, that’s 
it.”

Her heart sank. 
“So, we went out to dinner,” 

Sawyer recalled. “We started dating, 
we got engaged and we were married 
all within a span of two years.”

In the age of technology, meeting 
online is very common. It’s becom-
ing the new normal. But, Sawyer is 
a traditional young woman. “At the 
same time, you have to be more 
careful.”

Still, the traditional young woman 
and the persistent young man made 
a date.

“We had never met, until that 
night, but we knew a lot of the 
same people,” she said. Researching 
Chance was not difficult. 

“He picked me up,” she said. “It 
was totally a blind date. We’d never 

met in person before. We got in the car. I turned to him and said, ‘You’re not a 
serial killer are you?’”

With a captivating smile, Chance replied, “I wouldn’t tell you if I was.”
Who could argue with that line of reasoning? Certainly, not Sawyer.
“OK then. Let’s go,” she said.
Their first date was seven days after she had her “meeting someone” 

conversation with her mother.
The average woman would have called her mother the next day to talk 

about Chance, but Sawyer is far from average.
It wasn’t long before she knew that Chance was, “The One.”
“There wasn’t any one exact moment when I knew,” Sawyer said. “I did 

know that there was a lot of different facets to my life. I always felt like it was 
going to be very difficult for someone to come into my life and welcome all 
of it and understand it and want to be involved with it. First of all, I work in 
politics. I’m very dedicated to competing in the cutting horse world. I’m very 

Continued on page 12
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involved with the NFR (National Finals Rodeo), I have 
multiple different sides to my family. I just knew that it 
might be difficult for most people to understand and be 
OK with all of it, to go with the flow and to get along 
with everybody. I always thought that it would be impos-
sible to find someone who could handle it. Up to that 
point I hadn’t.”

But Chance was different.
“When we started dating, he walked in and under-

stood the dynamics and he was perfectly fine with it. He 
fit in perfectly,” she said. “He understood. I knew that 
everything was going to be OK. This was the first time 
that I was with someone who was perfectly fine with all 
of it.” 

Meeting Sawyer’s parents happened by accident. 
“That was kind of nerve-wracking. He actually showed 

up at a horse show to watch me compete,” Sawyer said, 
adding that so did most of her family, both sides. Once 
they got to know him, her parents told Sawyer, “We like 
him. If things don’t work out with him, we’re keeping him 
but you’ve got to go.”

Chance was definitely a hit with the family. 

The Proposal

Chance is very involved with hunting dog competi-
tions and Labrador Retrievers.

In their first year of dating Sawyer had been compet-
ing in cutting horse events with a spectacular filly named 
“Reydarluv.” Sawyer and the filly had a very special bond 
between them – until the unthinkable happened one day 
— Reydarluv died unexpectedly. Sawyer was heartbro-
ken. 

A week later, to help Sawyer deal with her grief, 
Chance presented her with a Lab puppy named Tank.

Tank was a wild, rambunctious pup that eventually 
Sawyer and Chance decided would benefit from obedi-
ence school. On March 30, 2019, just after Tank returned 

from his schooling, Chance and Sawyer attended a hunt-
ing dog event at Chance’s hunting lease with a number 
of his friends and his customers. “He told me that they 
were filming some kind of hunting television show,” she 
said. “That would not be abnormal.” He said they were 
throwing objects out for the dogs to retrieve and wanted 
Sawyer to “run Tank.” 

There was a camera crew and a lot of men wearing 
camo. 

Sawyer had zero desire. “I wasn’t feeling very good,” 
she said. Chance insisted. “You have to do this.” They 
had someone throw a bumper. In true hunting dog fash-
ion, Tank retrieved the bumper and brought it to Sawyer. 
She grabbed it from him. It took a few seconds before she 
realized that the bumper had a message written on it. It 
read, “Will you marry Dad?” 

She had no idea. It was all caught on camera. Sawyer 
turned around to look at Chance and he was on one knee 
holding a ring. 

It was complete surprise. Of course, Sawyer said, 
“Yes.”

They set their wedding date for February 15, 2020. 

Decisions, Decisions, Decisions
“Planning a wedding was a lot of fun but it was a lot 

more difficult than I ever thought,” she said. “I thought 
that things would sort of plan themselves. I thought, 
‘Yeah, I’ll have to get a dress, I’ll have to order a cake 
and find some kind of food to serve.’ There was so much 
more involved than that. I realized I had no idea what I 
was doing.” 

Continued from page 8

Photo by Nina Turek

Photo by Nina Turek



First Came the Venue
“I knew that the venue was the 

first thing we would have to choose 
in order to set a date,” she said. 
“We wanted to get married in the 
Weatherford area. I knew the date 
would be determined by the venue. 
Everything was really booked out, I 
had no idea that the venues would 
be booked so far ahead. I had heard 
some really great things about The 
Springs event venues, but I had only 
looked at their rustic venue. Then 
we saw their second venue, Parker 
Manor, and I expected Chance would 
like the rustic venue best but when 
we looked at the Manor, he said, 
‘This is the one I like way better.’ 
They had a spot open when we 
wanted.”
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The day of the wedding everything came together 
magically and it was a gorgeous event. 

“I hired a wedding planner mostly so that I wouldn’t 
have to worry about anything the day of the wedding,” 
she said. Fortunately, she had a dear friend who’d worked 
on numerous weddings that Sawyer attended. 

“I hired Shelby McCarty of S.R.M. Events for my 
wedding planner,” Sawyer said, adding that she was 
someone she could trust. Shelby is also a renowned floral 
designer who handled all of Sawyer’s bridal flowers.

New Braunfels photographer Nina Turek handled the 
photo shoot for the engagement photos as well as the 
photo for their Save the Date cards, the announcements 
that let potential weddings guests know that the event is 
coming up so they won’t plan an Alaskan cruise or buy 
theatre tickets for that day in February of 2020. 

When she began planning her wedding, Sawyer 
felt a little overwhelmed. The more she focused on the 
wedding, the more she felt that she had no idea what she 
was doing. By the time she walked down the aisle, she 
felt like she could be in the event planning business.

“I think that it all came together at the end,” Sawyer 
said. 

“In the end, it could not have 
gone any better. I don’t want to 

say that my wedding was the 
perfect wedding —

but to me it was perfect.”
                       – Sawyer Hennig



322 Bear Country Drive | SOLD | Represented Buyer
4 beds | 3 baths | 3,062 SQ FT | 1 Acre | Aledo  
LAURA FAUNTLEROY | 817.343.5686

2225 Woodland Hills Lane | $598,000
4 beds | 3.5 baths | 800 SQ FT Guest House | 1 Acre | Weatherford   
REES ATKINS | 817.980.8321 & PIPER PARDUE | 817.269.8735

1421 Highlake Lane | $899,999
3 beds | 3.5 baths | 6 Acres | Workshop | Guest Quarters | Weatherford
PIPER PARDUE | 817.269.8735 & REES ATKINS | 817.980.8321

14808 Angel Trace Drive | SOLD | Represented Buyer
4 beds | 3.5 baths | 2,937 SQ FT | Aledo  
LAURA FAUNTLEROY | 817.343.5686

You won’t believe what’s possible with Realtors® like us.

Wil l iamsTrew.com  |   817 .4 41 . 9070

LIFE’S IN THE LITTLE THINGS
Where happiness finds a home.

Saying Yes to the Dress 
Sawyer had heard about a Bridal Boutique Lewisville 

with great reviews. 
“I only went there. I had an idea of the dress I 

wanted,” she said. “I picked some dresses and the girl 

who was helping me choose some dresses to try on. She 
found the dress I ended up with. When I first saw it on 
the hanger, I said, ‘No.’ But I tried it one any way and 

Continued on page 122
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our venues: ROMANCE

Planning the 
Best Day of 

Your Life?

WE’RE HERE TO HELP!
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WE’RE HERE TO HELP!

Planning your wedding can be either the most joyous 
chapter in your book of memories, or the most stressful 

time of your life. A bride-to-be’s first thought, after selecting 
the groom, is usually the dress. But not so fast, smart brides 
select the venue first.

Our cover bride this year Sawyer Burmeister said, “We 
chose the venue first, because the venue sets the tone for 
everything else about your wedding.” The venue should be 
at the top of your impending to-do list. A venue sets the tone 
for your wedding, but it also requires a couple to ask them-
selves countless questions. How many people do we invite? 
Do we want an outdoor or indoor wedding? Your venue has 
to have the capacity to hold all of your guests … and maybe 
a few crashers. Are you going to allow your second cousin 
Kate to bring her new emo boyfriend along as her wedding 
date? Your answer will probably depend on the venue. 

Then, there is the consideration of price. What’s the point of 
both of you falling in love with a venue that is financially out 
of your reach? Choosing your wedding venue can easily chis-
el away at the limited time that most brides have for selecting 
a venue. So, we at PCT have decided to save brides (not to 
mention grooms and mothers of the brides) some suggestions 
designed to save your precious time and energy and bring to 
you our list of some of our area’s most enchanting venues. We 
hope that one will be perfect for your wedding. Believe it or 
not, our area has more wedding venues than you think. Many 
of them have brides coming from across the state and even 
around the nation for weddings. 
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Hidden within the Palo 
Pinto Mountains and 

the wooded, brushy prairie 
of the North Texas Cross 
Timbers is a beautiful, lush 
oasis beckoning to become 
the backdrop of your 
special day.

Located in far west-
ern Parker County, Clark 
Gardens Botanical Park 
is a breathtaking 50-acre 
garden gem that awakens 
the senses, stirs the spirit 
and relaxes the mind. From 
the first spring blossoms to the colorful fall, there is a 
sense of magic.

Wheelchair accessible pathways wind through the 
gardens. Waterfalls sparkle in the sunlight, splashing 
down into ponds and lakes where black and white swans, 
along with other waterfowl, glide in the shimmering 
waters. You may see peacocks strutting, or get a glimpse 
of blue herons or great egrets swooping down, their huge 
wingspans casting shadows over the lakes. Join us and 
experience the beauty of nature, all four seasons of the 
year.

Clark Gardens provides a variety of rental facilities 
and offers many benefits that other locations do not. With 

nine diverse 
venues from 
which to choose, 
you are sure to 
find the ideal 
place for your 
special event and 
any occasion – 
garden wedding, 
reception, party, 

prom, club meeting, business meeting, family reunion, 
celebrations of all kinds, Clark Gardens has the perfect 
venue to help make your event a success.
• Bowling Green is a classic lawn setting and beautiful 
for any occasion. The lush grassy area is bordered by a 
rose covered arbor. At approximately 5,000 square feet 
this spacious, open site can accommodate 350 guests.
• Channel Garden has majestic fountains and tiered 
walkways with two 700-square-foot covered, furnished 
pavilions. This garden can accommodate 400 guests.
• Sandstone Chapel features beautiful stained glass 
windows with one dressing room, central heat and air 
and a sound system. The chapel seats 80 guests in pews.

• Chapel Lawn has multiple pathways and lawns, creat-
ing an enchanting atmosphere for any event. This loca-
tion can accommodate 300 guests.
• East Tent is a spacious, 6,000-square-foot perma-
nent tented facility and is a supreme reception space at 
Clark Gardens. Surrounded by antique roses this facility 
has views overlooking the 
Channel Garden. The East 
Tent includes chandelier 
lighting, a permanent stage, 
dance floor and bar area and 
can accommodate up to 300 
guests.
• Summer House Lawn 
features a large, open-top 
gazebo with tables and seat-
ing with a large lawn area for 
ceremonies or receptions. It 
includes a dance floor and can accommodate up to 200 
guests.
• Rose Pavilion is, as the name suggests, surrounded 
by arbors leading up to a 1,000-square-foot pavilion. A 
waterfall provides the perfect backdrop for any event. The 
lighted pavilion has tables and chairs, ceiling fans, large 
countertop, sink and a small refrigerator. This location 
can accommodate up to 115 guests inside the pavilion or 
150 guests on the lawn.
• West Tent is a 5,000-square-foot permanent tent sitting 
among the iris and rose beds. It includes chandelier light-
ing, a permanent stage, dance floor, and bar area and can 
accommodate up to 200 guests.
• The Lake Pavilion is fed by four waterfalls, and a tran-
quil lake surrounds the beautiful cedar pavilion. The 
lighted pavilion has antique white tables and chairs, ceil-
ing fans, a large counter top, and small sink. This loca-
tion can accommodate up to 100 guests for a wedding 
ceremony or 50 guests for a seated reception.

• Oxbow Overlook has a 
1,400-square-foot lighted 
pavilion with tables and 
chairs, a large counter top, 
small refrigerator and ceiling 
fans. It can accommodate 100 
guests for a wedding ceremo-
ny or 50 guests for a seated 
reception.

For more information on 
accommodations and book-
ings, visit www.clarkgardens.
org or call 940-682-4856.
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our venues: PC’S TOP WEDDING VENUES

Clark Gardens Botanical Park – 
a North Texas oasis
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ME-DNLD-1936-V2-001-8x11

MASSAGE  |  FACIALS  |  STRETCH

HUDSON OAKS
100 S. Oakridge Drive, #140

Hudson Oaks, TX 76087
(817) 550-1665

M-F 8a-10p | S 8a-8p | Su 10a-6p

Book Your Massage Reservation for the Couples Room Early!



FE
B

R
U

A
R

Y
 2

0
2
1
 
 
P

A
R

K
E

R
 C

O
U

N
T

Y
 T

O
D

A
Y

53

*Promotional offer ends February 14, 2021 and only while supplies last. Purchase of gift cards must come in a single transaction in franchised location and is not available online or with third-party retailers. Limit 2 per transaction.
Promotional Voucher has no cash value. Promotional Voucher is good toward services, retail, and tax but cannot be used toward gratuities or monthly payments under a membership/Wellness Agreement. Promotional voucher 
cannot be used at the time of purchase. Voucher is for promotional purposes only and cannot be used in conjunction with any other offers. Promotional Voucher(s) may not be replaced if lost or stolen. Original voucher must be 
present upon check-in. Voucher does not include gratuity. Rates and services may vary by location and session. For a specific list of services, check with specific franchised location or visit MassageEnvy.com. Additional taxes 
and fees may apply. Other rules may apply. Each location is independently owned and operated. TERMS AND CONDITIONS ARE APPLIED TO VOUCHERS. ©2020 ME SPE Franchising, LLC.

ME-DNLD-1938-00-001-8x11

Best Valentine’s Day 
cards ever.

January 25, 2021 - February 14, 2021.

Something for them. Something for you.

MASSAGE
FACIALS
STRETCH

Buy  
$100 in  

Gift Cards

Get a  
$25 Promo 
Card FREE

&

HUDSON OAKS
100 S. Oakridge Drive, #140

Hudson Oaks, TX 76087
(817) 550-1665

M-F 8a-10p | S 8a-8p | Su 10a-6p

Book Your Massage Reservation for the Couples Room Early!
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Being closer to their children and grandchildren drove 
Steve and Tricia Heflin to North Texas. Perhaps it was 

more fate that brought them north from San Antonio.
Either way, a longtime builder and architect in the 

Alamo City, Steve closed his business and the couple 
relocated to the Metroplex. They soon set their sights on 
finding a property upon which they could create a beau-
tiful and unique wedding and event venue. They found 
what they wanted in a 21-acre farm east of Weatherford 
on the edge of Lake Weatherford off FM Road 730. It is 
there they created The Brooks at Weatherford.

The couple put their talents and experience to work to 
create a venue like no other. After purchasing the land, 
they set about designing their dream venture and began 
collecting architectural elements such as 300-plus-year-
old doors, gables, mirrors, tables, rustic wagons, gates 
and artifacts from Texas and Santa Fe for use in the coun-
try chapel and reception venue, Tricia explained. 

Chiseled rock, wrought iron, and antique wood 
form the country chapel’s courtyard entry. Stained glass 
windows, rustic gables, teakwood doors, and an 18-foot 
steeple beautifully appoint the chapel’s exterior. Inside, 
a breathtakingly beautiful setting of timber trusses, rustic 
chandeliers, and antique church pews seating up to 
250 guests set the tone of reverence and significance 
of a wedding day. The arched picture and stained glass 

our venues: PC’S TOP WEDDING VENUES

The Brooks at Weatherford – 
Lending Natural Beauty As A Setting For Your Special Day

windows framing the tree-covered hillside create a most 
picturesque ceremony backdrop.

The Brooks at Weatherford lends natural beauty to 
the property’s landscape with a rock-bordered brook as 
it cascades along the land’s natural terrace and spills 
into the pond between the chapel and reception venue. 
Architectural elements such as Old World stucco, ornate 
wood columns, corrugated metal, reclaimed barn wood, 
Persian doors, stained concrete, and 12-foot walk-around 
rock fireplace blend to create the reception venue’s beau-
ty, an ideal place for a wedding reception or event, and a 
place everyone will simply love to be. Stone and crushed 
granite paths lead guests to the Cedar Trunk Pergola 
entrance and covered gathering areas of the reception 
venue.

Both the country chapel and 7,000-square-foot event 
venue offer open-air or climate-enhanced options, elimi-
nating the worry of weather limitations, allowing couples 
to customize their most special day in this most beautiful 
place.

The event venue houses up to 300 guests. Both 
the chapel and event center offer open-air or climate-
enhanced options so that weather will never interfere 
with the big day.

For more information on the venue, bookings and 
prices visit thebrooksatweatherford.com.
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Weddings   
Corporate Events  

Parties
1185 West Lake Drive, Weatherford 

817-694-7554  
thebrooksatweatherford.com

Camera Shi Photography



For that special day, you want a special place, a venue 
so beautiful the day will be forever etched in every-

one’s minds.
Welcome to Diamond H3, offering an elegant, rustic 

setting in a beautiful climate-controlled cedar barn with 
a hilltop view perfect for every season. Built six years ago 
by Jeff Hodge, the Hodge family has owned the land for 
15 years and loves sharing their little slice of heaven with 
their clients.

“We chose to build the venue on this spot of our 
land because of the amazing view that our clients would 
have,” Hodge explains. “Everyone that comes to visit our 
venue raves about our wonderful sunsets. The view is 
breathtaking.”

Spencer Hodge, venue coordinator for Diamond H3, 
grew up on the land that the venue is built on, making 
it even more special to her when she’s showing clients 
around the rustic barn with the gorgeous views. 

 The barn sits on 100 acres of scenic Parker County 
hills and was built using authentic beetle-kill pine — 

our venues: PC’S TOP WEDDING VENUES

Diamond H3 Ranch – 
An Unforgetable Experience

which is on the interior and exterior of the building —
hauled in from the Colorado National Forest. 

Holding your special day at this venue is something 
your guests won’t soon forget. Located on the second 
floor is their lovely bridal suite and the perfect place for 
the bride and her bridal party to relax and prepare for the 
big day. 

From there, a curved staircase cascading from the 
second floor will provide that perfect entry to your 
wedding ceremony or reception. The groom’s suite is 
conveniently located on the main floor in a secluded area 
with a private door for easy outdoor access and its own 
full bathroom with a shower. While waiting for the big 
event, there are horseshoes and corn hole games in the 
groom’s closet to keep them busy throughout the day. 

For the reception, their kitchen is on the main floor 
and is a proud amenity to the venue. The after-wedding 
photos are sure to be spectacular whether taken inside or 
outside, with a backdrop of the beautiful hills, amazing 
sunsets and breathtaking views.
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SAY 'I DO' WITH A VIEW

D I A M O N D H 3 R A N C H . C O M  |  ( 8 1 7 )  5 6 5 - 6 2 5 0

W E A T H E R F O R D ,  T E X A S
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Located in the Northern Parker County 
countryside is a weddings and events 

venue like few others in North Texas — 
Dove Ridge Vineyard.

The northern reaches of the Texas 
Hill Country provide spectacular and 
breathtaking backdrops for this exquisite 
venue that sits atop one of those beauti-
ful Parker County peaks, offering spec-
tacular 360-degree views of sunrises, 
sunsets and an unobstructed and expan-
sive view of the stars in the Texas skies 
overhead.

With Dallas-Fort Worth a short 
distance away, Dove Ridge Vineyard 
gives guests that feel of being out deep 
in the country among native flora and 
fauna. But it’s not. It is close and easily 
accessible for family members and 
friends.

Janan Benefiel and her husband, 
Joey, brought their dream and vision of 
owning and operating a vineyard and 
winery to reality after purchasing the 
56-acre property. When able to operate 
at full capacity, the venue can accom-
modate 425 people.

The rolling landscape surround-
ing Dove Ridge Vineyard is pure North 
Texas Hill Country. Rustic fences 
surround the venue, built with repur-
posed cedar trees that were harvested 
when the Benefiels cleared the land 
during construction. Vineyards with 
thousands of vines and 11 types of grape 
varietals adorn the property. People are 
often seen pulling out their phones and 
cameras to take photos of the venue and 
scenery as soon as they arrive.

Upon entering the grapevine-covered iron front doors, 
guests are greeted with 12-foot walls and gorgeous 
18-foot-tall cathedral ceilings. The front and back of 
the 15,000-square-foot building features nearly floor-to-
ceiling windows that allow natural light in and beautiful 
views of the outside. The interior has beautiful dark wood 
beams and large iron chandeliers throughout the main 
room. The soft gray walls are accentuated with dark-
stained accents and a large stone fireplace in the main 
room. The bar features dark-stained wood accented with 
pendant lighting and black granite counters.

There are separate, private entrances to suites for 

our venues: PC’S TOP WEDDING VENUES

Dove Ridge Vineyard – 
Over The Hills But Not Far Away

brides and grooms so they can prepare for the big 
moment. A large covered patio has a second stone fire-
place, iron hanging lanterns and beautiful views on three 
sides. The entire building is surrounded by covered walk-
ways so you are not directly exposed to any inclement 
Texas weather that might develop.

Dove Ridge Vineyard hosted its first wedding in April 
2017 and has hosted hundreds of other weddings and 
events since. Weddings and events can take place inside 
or outside, adding to the venue’s uniqueness.

It all adds up to Dove Ridge Vineyards being one of 
DFW’s top wedding and events venues. For more about 
the facility, planning, pricing and contact information go 
to www.doveridgevineyard.com.



 6060 TUCKER DR. 
 WEATHERFORD, TX 76085  

dover idgewinery.com
 doveridgewinery@gmai l .com

 817.458.8103  

doveridgewinerytx

Friday & Saturday 
1:00 to 7:00 p.m.

Sunday 
12:00 to 6:00 p.m.

Hours vary by season
Check Facebook for current times 

and special events

Come Enjoy 
Award Winning 

Texas Wines

Book Our 
Tasting Room

 For Private Events!

Visit our website to order online. 
Shipping available.
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Located just west of Mineral Wells, Rest 
Yourself River Ranch Event Center and 

Vacation Rental is a 14-acre private ranch 
experience that you share with no one but 
your party.

The Ranch is a unique and classic Texas 
original authentically and originally designed 
by famed sharpshooter, horseman and black-
smith Elmer Seybold with collaboration from 
renowned architect Charles Dilbeck in 1946.

This one-of-a-kind Texas classic sits atop 
a 150-foot cliff with stunning views overlook-
ing the Bath Bend of the Brazos River. 

The Ranch has been historically renewed 
and lovingly remodeled to host your perfect 
event and has overnight accommodations 
available. It proudly boasts six unique and 
breathtaking event spaces, each with invigo-
rating views, lush landscaping and natural 
backdrops, perfect for any style event. You’ll 
love having a 14-acre private ranch to host 
an unforgettable wedding, corporate retreat, 
church retreat, family reunion, or a weekend 
getaway with your friends and family.

In addition to its magnificent event 
settings, The Ranch has sleeping accommo-

our venues: PC’S TOP WEDDING VENUES

Rest Yourself  River Ranch Event 
Center And Vacation Rental –

dations for gatherings of 23 to 99 guests.
Accommodations include six unique event settings: an 

8,000-square-foot Great Lodge; 22 courtyard overnight guest rooms; 
a 2,000-square-foot guest house; a 1,200-square-foot guest cabin; a 
game room with a pool table, big screen TV, ping pong and foosball 
table; outdoor recreation with outdoor Yahtzee, chess, Connect Four, 
horseshoes, zip-line, basketball and sand volleyball; a spa for the ulti-
mate in feel-good and relaxation; the Brazos River with beach access 
and dock and kayaks, canoes, fishing, picnic and beach fun equip-
ment available.

For more information on accommodations and bookings, visit 
www.restyourselfranch.com. 



133 Seybold Rd.  |  Mineral Wells, TX  |  254.420.7606  |  restyourselfranch.com

Restored Historic Seybold Guest Ranch  Est. 1946

Est. 2020

Six Inspiring Event Spaces  |  33 Guest Rooms  | Overnight Accomodations For 83

Photography: @Kaceycody.com & JaymieDunlap.com     Florist: srm.events.com & Flowershackblooms.com

Weekday Stays for Smaller Group Getaways
Micro Weddings Starting At $2,500



Troy Vinson Jewelers is a family-
owned business in operation since 

1971 with locations in Fort Worth 
and Granbury.

They cater to their customers’ 
needs and taste, always striving to 
provide only the finest, highest quality 
jewelry, repair and custom design.

 Troy Vinson has the largest finest 
custom jewelry and repair facility in 
Fort Worth, using CAD computers, 
mills and 3D growing machines, a 
Pantograph model making machine, 
laser welders, and gemstone and 
diamond setting under microscopes. 
Most of all, their jewelers are Jewelers 
of America certified. 

Custom designed jewelry is 
created on the latest CAD cam in 
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our weddings: JEWELRY

Troy Vinson Jewelry is a Gem 
When It Comes to Custom Designs
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Bull Lion Ranch Wine Shop & Italian Market

CHALK MOUNTAIN  •  GLEN ROSE  •  GRANBURY  •  GRAPEVINE

both their Fort Worth and Granbury 
locations. After approval of the CAD 
design, the model is then sent back 
to their shop where every detail is 
completed. Your custom designed 
piece of jewelry is hand polished and 
finished to perfection meeting your 
fullest expectation.

Troy Vinson Jewelers imports 
many of its diamonds from Antwerp, 
Belgium, and Israel. Troy strives 
to find just the right diamonds you 
expect. Troy Vinson buys diamonds 
from finished diamond houses in 
Antwerp and Israel and delivers the 
diamonds at very competitive prices. 
They sell only Conflict Free Dia-
monds.

Laser engraving is another spe-
cialty service, utilizing two lasers. A 
CO2 laser is for wood, acrylic, glass 
and more and engraves items up to 
sizes 24x18x9 inches. A fiber laser is 
used for most metals limited in size to 
7x7x12 inches or smaller-size items.

For more information, visit www.
troyvinsonjewelers.com or call the 
Fort Worth store at 817-377-8555 or 
the Granbury store at 817-375-7881.
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our weddings: REDUCING STRESS

Reduce The Wedding 
Planning Stress
Need to work out some stress while planning your big 

day? Let the therapists and experts at Massage Envy 
hand-le that.

With five DFW locations, including Hudson Oaks, 
Massage Envy is the nation’s No. 1 provider of massage 
and skin care services in the U.S. across its franchise 
network, and Performance Health, a world leader in 
providing rehabilitation, recovery, and sports medicine 
products and solutions.

“Massage Envy’s purpose is to help people feel their 
best,” said Beth Stiller, Massage Envy chief executive offi-
cer. “Through these grants the brand is able to help show 
appreciation for these incredibly inspiring and deserving 
therapists who want to help others on their wellness jour-
neys.” 

One of the services offered is rapid tension relief 
through 10-minute or 30-minute sessions while you 
remain fully clothed. You can also create your own 
unique massage therapy program by talking with the 
therapist so that they can use various massage types to 

address your specific needs.
Massage Envy is also dedicated to giving you healthi-

er-looking skin through customized facials, advanced skin 
care and acne skin care. With a minimum of 500 hours 
of education and 50 hours of ongoing specialty training, 
estheticians are at the forefront of skin care innovation 
and have the knowledge and training to help you feel 
comfortable and confident in your own skin.

Based in Scottsdale, Arizona, Massage Envy is a 
national franchisor and does not independently own or 
operate any of the Massage Envy franchised locations 
nationwide. Founded in 2002, Massage Envy has more 
than 1,100 franchise locations in 49 states that have 
together delivered more than 100 million massages and 
facials. For more information, visit www.massageenvy.
com, or follow them on Instagram, Twitter, and Facebook 
at @MassageEnvy.

Massage Envy is located at 100 S. Oakridge Drive in 
Hudson Oaks. To book an appointment call 817-550-
1665.



srm.events



From Childhood 
Sweethearts 
To Soulmates
By CONSTANCE O’BRYAN

When Micah O’Bannon and Jordan Tankersley first met, they were 
mere children and never knew their lives would intertwine into 

the beautiful love story it is today. 
Micah and Jordan both grew up in families that homeschooled their 

children, so their families ran in the same social circles. They both 
had older brothers that played basketball together. The two kids grew 
a young friendship while playing together at basketball games through 
the years, but as time progressed and life pressed forward, the two lost 
touch. 

Time and unforeseen circumstances brought the two back together, 
shortly after college, when they found themselves at the same Bible 
study group at Emmanuel Baptist Church. Soon they began spending 
more and more time together amongst their church friends but quickly 
began spending time together, just the two of them. 

It wasn’t long before feelings began to develop and Micah shared 
that they both just knew, deep down, that they were going to spend 
the rest of their lives together. Before they knew it, they found them-
selves head over heels in love and in just a few short months, after they 
began officially dating, they began secretly planning their wedding. 

Just a week before Thanksgiving in 2019, Jordan invited Micah to 
accompany him to a parade where, unbeknownst to Micah, Jordan 
would become hers forever. Jordan wove an elaborate tale about a big 
parade they would be attending with his family and Micah believed 
every word of it. They strolled around the park, hand in hand, ‘wait-
ing for the parade.’ Jordan led Micah to a beautiful bridge in the park 
where he surprised her by dropping to one knee. There he asked 
Micah to be his bride.

The answer came quickly. “YES,” she said. Trying to wrap her head 
around what had just happened, all while admiring her stunning ring, 
Micah began trying to hurry Jordan to the parade where his family 
must be waiting. So Jordan sheepishly admitted that his attempts to 
get her to the proposal site had been a ruse and this had been his only 
intent for their evening out, aside from a dinner date together to cele-
brate their new engagement. 

Micah and Jordan decided on a wedding date for February of 2020 
and immediately set to work planning. With the love and support from 
both of their families, they pulled together the wedding of their dreams 
in less than four months. As a natural born planner, Micah said she 
felt like she was made to plan their wedding and, although it was the 
most stressful thing she’s ever done, she loved every minute of it. But, 
aside from the stressful aspects that went into planning such a quick 
wedding, the two happily got to recite their vows and become husband 
and wife in the presence of all of their loved ones on February 9, 2020. 

The newlyweds took a romantic honeymoon to Puerto Rico, where 
they plan to spend their one-year anniversary together and say they 
couldn’t imagine their lives any differently than how it turned out.

our society: WEDDING STORY

Photo by Steve Schillio
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Photo by Steve Schillio



68

FE
B

R
U

A
R

Y
 2

0
2
1
 
 
P

A
R

K
E

R
 C

O
U

N
T

Y
 T

O
D

A
Y

Planning a wedding is a handful, no matter where on 
the calendar your special date lands. The exciting stuff 

of flowers, elegant clothes and sparkly jewelry can easily 
be overshadowed by the stressful business of dealing with 
vendors, mediating between the families and just down-
right trying (in vain) to make everyone happy with the 
outcome. Adding a global pandemic to the mix … that’s 
just unfair.

You see, as the COVID-19 pandemic began ramping 
up last March, shuttering businesses and bringing day-to-
day life to a standstill, I was getting engaged. I’m told that 
my adorable now-husband had a spectacular proposal 
in the works — one that involved a luxurious dinner in 
downtown Dallas, a professional photographer and a 
romantic moonlit walk. Sadly, just a week or two before 
our reservations, Dallas went into lockdown and left my 
then-boyfriend scrambling for a Plan B.

Given the last-minute changes, he still knocked it out 
of the park. He popped the question halfway down the 
beautiful shaded lane at my parent’s place, then whisked 
me back to the house where our families had prepared an 
intimate engagement party. I couldn’t have been happier 
even if Dallas had worked out after all.

Beyond that first flutter of newly engaged euphoria, 
we realized this meant there was work to do. It was time 
to get down to the nitty gritty of planning the wedding 
we wanted — or so we thought. You see, my idea of 
an ideal wedding was not exactly his idea of an ideal 
wedding, and it’s likely safe to say that neither of our 
ideas matched those of our families. But what we failed 
to understand in those first few weeks was that what we 
wanted was entirely at the whim of an impersonal and 
unforgiving virus.

As someone who prefers to hide from the limelight 
behind the written word, my ideal wedding was an inti-
mate outdoor affair with perhaps 20 people at most. And 
as someone who could quite easily carry on a conversa-
tion with a stop sign, my fiancé’s ideal wedding involved 
inviting nearly everyone he’d ever met. Considering the 
entire country was then in the first throes of the pandem-
ic, we settled on the much more practical number of 50 
to 100 guests. This was at a time when optimism was still 
alive for a swift end to the unfolding health crisis.

But that optimism didn’t last long. As COVID numbers 

By MELANIE McCRARY
Photos by STEVE SCHILLIO

My Virtual Wedding
our society: VIRTUAL WEDDING

A First-Person Account 
of a COVID Wedding
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spiked across the county, it was replaced by an increas-
ing sense of confusion and uncertainty. Gatherings were 
limited to as few as 10 people in some places, while 
stay-at-home orders were the rule in others. When the 
pandemic impacted both of our jobs, my fiancé and 
I made the difficult decision to temporarily postpone 
setting a date. I like to refer to our engagement during 
this time as being in a sort of relationship purgatory. Even 
though neither of us once doubted our commitment to 
one another, the endless unpredictability of our situation 
did take its toll. Somewhere around this time we expe-
rienced our very first fight as a couple. Up until then, 
disagreements were usually settled in under a minute. 
The fact that we never fought was a running joke. At 
least, it used to be a joke.

Fortunately, but no thanks to COVID, our job situa-
tions both improved during the summer. By the end of 
August, we felt comfortable enough to begin discussing 
a new kind of wedding — not the kind either of us had 
wanted in the beginning, in particular, but the kind that 
the current situation necessitated. We agreed that being 
together meant more than any of our most idealized 
plans.

In the name of safety and simplification, one of the 
first changes we made was to our venue. Even though I 
lived a good three-hour drive from Parker County at the 
time, I’d always had my heart set on Chandor Gardens in 
Weatherford. It was a special place to me, and I wanted 
this momentous occasion in my life to take place there. 
But going from what amounted to a destination wedding 
to a local wedding was in the best interest of everyone 
involved. As temporarily disappointed as I may have 
been, our chosen alternative completely made up for the 
loss.

My fiancé and I were already familiar with Los 
Piños Ranch Vineyards in Pittsburg, Texas. We’d been 
on several dates there both before and after we were 
engaged, and most importantly, the location was drop-
dead gorgeous: A sumptuous winery set amongst the 
pines and the vines, with a sweeping terrace overlooking 

the vineyards. Because it also functioned as a restaurant, 
we didn’t need to bother with a caterer. They offered 
a full bar and stunning backdrops for photographs, all 
at an insanely affordable price. The staff, in particular 
the winery’s event coordinator Kristin, went above and 
beyond to help in any way they could. Oh, and for any 
out-of-town relatives, they also offered a number of 
charming cabins on or near the grounds.

After all we’d been through, Los Piños Ranch 
Vineyards was a godsend. And to top it all off, they also 
offered the one thing our wedding now could not do 
without: wi-fi.

Oddly, the strict COVID guidelines we were obliged 
to follow actually ended up resolving our dispute over the 
guest count in a way we hadn’t imagined before. Thanks 
to a little application called Zoom, my fiancé was able to 
invite everyone he wanted to watch the ceremony, while 
I got the intimate wedding of my dreams.

When it came down to the actual ceremony, it truly 
was like a dream. After all the turmoil of the preceding 
year I couldn’t believe it was finally here. But it was. A 
good family friend officiated for us. We said thank you to 
the Zoom crowd. Then it was just us and our new fami-
lies. The staff seemed just as happy for us as our guests. 
We ate good food, drank really good wine and danced 
until our feet ached. Because of travel restrictions, a full-
scale honeymoon was pretty much out of the question for 
the time. But we finally got that romantic dinner in down-
town Dallas, even if there were more masks involved 
than originally planned. After that, it was back to real 
life and the quarantine we would never get used to. The 
difference was that we were finally together.

Things didn’t go the way we initially planned. They 
really didn’t go the way we planned. But in the end, 
we couldn’t have imagined our wedding being any 
more beautiful than before COVID struck. And as this 
pandemic drags on into another year, I hope that other 
couples take a page from our book and learn to roll with 
the punches — and realize that being together is all that 
really matters after all.



Getting Ready
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Rick and Shelly Mowery, Tanya Tucker

126

FE
B

R
U

A
R

Y
 2

0
2
1
 
 
P

A
R

K
E

R
 C

O
U

N
T

Y
 T

O
D

A
Y

Sawyer said. “I found my cake on 
Pinterest and they did a great job of 
making it look just like the picture.”

Followed by dinner, champagne, 
dancing, and the cutting of the 
cake, they made their getaway in a 
Bentley, went straight to DFW and 
boarded a plane for Maui.

Honeymoon in Paradise
Sawyer’s uncle presented the 

newlyweds with a gift of a honey-
moon to Maui. The only problem 
was that Chance hates to fly. 

When he learned what the gift 
was, his first question was, “How 
many hours we would have to 
spend in flight to get there?” 

Sawyer’s answer, “A little more 
than 3 hours.” When they boarded 
the plane and settled into their seats, 
there was a movie screen in front 
of them that said, “Flight Time: 
8 hours, 31 minutes.” He said, 
“Sawyer, how long is this flight?”

Once they arrived on Maui, it 
was worth the flight to get there.

Sawyer looks back at her early 
2020 wedding and says, “In the 
end, it could not have gone any 
better,” She said. “I don’t want 
to say that my wedding was the 
perfect wedding — but to me it was 
perfect.” 






